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A DEDICATION TO RUBEN WENZEL:
By Ingo Derewianko (aka Ingo Dere ‘62)
The only respondent who had Mr. Wenzel in the 1950’s.

What do you call someone who by design wants to change your way of thinking before you know it
needs changing? A person who you don't realize has had a profound effect on you until sometime 50
years later?
An intense man, who it turns out, was not the most popular person when you knew him - but has
since grown on you - and a lot of other folks as well. He was an unlikely scholar who may have
awakened your ability to be a reasonable if not great student. Someone that years later you have
great praise for, realizing what you really got in class was a great gift of knowledge and as such,
gave you power over your life and the ability to change it.
When the chips were down and you had to write a paper or think in a complete sentence you had
Ruben to thank for "educating" you. It was Mr. Wenzel who single handedly took on the task of
"refining" you, pronouncing the first day that what you didn't know about English was near
everything. He set out to change that and you were going along screaming and kicking in many cases.
Or you could relax, let the man work his miracles on you and discover strengths that would carry on
your entire life. The message was loud and clear--you could do it. The image you had of yourself up
to now was that you could not work hard or excel. Mr. Wenzel was there to change your mind. The
worst you could do was to be an average Wenzel student but that set you apart forever. Failure
was not part of the plan. You had to relax a bit to partake of this great adventure.
There we were, a bunch of 14 to 17 year olds who probably never had a tight disciplinarian before.
Generally we could slide through our classes without much thought but Ruben Wenzel would change
that and with a purpose that bordered on vengeance.
Oh, how we dreaded hearing about his class even a year or two before we arrived there. Would we
make the grade, could we, really? All sorts of rumors circulated. It followed that we would be
chained to our desks; the material was so hard we were incapable of learning it; that we would be up
every night until midnight studying for the "pop" quizzes that we were to dread. It was a mixture of
scary yet exciting and little did we realize the real truth of the matter was we were in the hands of
a man who intended to change the way you thought about yourself forever.
One had to get oneself a “notebook”- that 50 cent purchase that would take up so much of the time
and effort in the class. Call it a Bible--for it served as the basis for everything. Losing it was
unheard of, dreadful to contemplate, and unthinkable to all.
“If you pay very strict attention you will come out of my class with a good solid knowledge of the
English language,” he told you in a low, almost whisper which was, after all, his style. What an
understatement.

He didn't tell us we would be more capable of fending off any problems with writing papers and
whatever else was required in a college setting. Fact is we could probably have student-taught
some of the courses.
Of course most of us in “Nord East” didn't aspire to go to college. Most of us, never knew anyone
with a higher educational degree. What we also could not have known and probably didn't care about
was this man would single handedly get us college ready. Not that the learning in his class was quite
that vast, but it was all in the attitude you came away with.
You learned that for once in your life you could be a decent student. You could muster the energy to
do "hard" work and, if you attended to your work daily, you could actually manage what began as an
impossible dream.
What other experience was so profound that you have folks as far back as 1959 still with their
notebooks? They have thrown out teddy bears, love letters, college thesis and more, but not the
good old trustworthy notebook. The "book" that had the pass-outs taped in and with tape material
that preceded "Scotch".
We choose to memorialize you in a manner that we hope will show the world how one person, one
mind, one idea, can affect thousands and for a lifetime.
Greatness is sometimes dignified, quiet, unassuming and dedicated to a cause.....all of which you
stood for.
So, thanks Ruben - or giving the proper regard, Mr. Wenzel, for making my life abundantly better
than it might have been had I not known you.

Ingo Derewianko, Class of 1962.

FORWARD by RICHARD SHERVA (’66)
(Speech read at Mr. Wenzel’s memorial service)

I had Mr. Wenzel for 9th grade English in 1962-63. He was a master teacher in every sense of
the word. If you had him for a teacher, you probably were convinced that you were his favorite student
of all time. I became a teacher myself because of him but knew that there could only be one Mr.
Wenzel, master English teacher, so I changed my major to science after one year at the University of
Minnesota.
Through somewhat of a coincidence, I learned that Mr. Wenzel lived at 7500 York Ave. S. in
Edina. I had often wondered (as many of us had) if good, old Mr. Wenzel was still alive!! I called his
building and was connected to his apartment. I told him my name, and I asked if he would like to go out
to lunch. He obliged so I picked him up and off we went. He told me as we were driving that I sat in
the fourth seat back over by the window in his room at Sheridan Junior High in N.E. Minneapolis. I
knew he was right because he caught me daydreaming one Friday probably thinking about fishing
instead of poetry!! He said, "Mr. Sherva, class is in here." I felt so bad, but how many teachers
remember where you sat in class?
I realized very quickly that Mr. Wenzel liked telling jokes. A woman showed up at his table one
time when I was having lunch with him. "What's the joke for the day, Ruben?" she asked. Mr. Wenzel
pulled a picture out of his shirt pocket that showed him riding an elephant in Thailand. After a pause, he
said, "That's why I'm so bowlegged!!" Some jokes were very mildly off color. He would tell me not to
tell any of his other students that he told me that one.
Over the next 12 or 15 years Mr. Wenzel and I shared many lunches, museum visits, rides on the
light rail lines, joy rides to view autumn leaves, trips to Sheridan Jr. High and Edison High to visit his
old rooms. He would always stop and check his mailbox just in case!!! My sister, Joanne, and I helped
two of his longtime friends move Ruben's belongings to an assisted living place in Bloomington. It was
at this time that Ruben decided he shouldn't drive anymore. I offered to buy his car, but he said, "Just
take it!! It's yours." In a spiral notebook that is entitled "About Eagles and things," the very first
quotation reads .... "Happiness is achieved through subtraction, not addition: You take from yourself,
and give it to others."
Ruben lived by that philosophy. He was a total joy in whatever he did. He engaged wait-staff
in restaurants and always asked young people about their education and future plans. After listening, he
would say, "Oh, you’d make a wonderful ....” teacher or poet or pastor or whatever they said. While
waiting for food, we would practice poetry or nursery rhymes or stories that he told me many times
about growing up on a farm or things about his Korean War experiences or about his involuntary
transfers from Sheridan and N.E. Junior High Schools. It was good memory work for someone with
some Alzheimer’s going on. Often when another ex-student would accompany us, Ruben would ask
them to recite the auxiliary or helping verbs or the 7 parts of speech. It turned out that Ruben was
needed by the school district to teach Advanced Placement English to college bound seniors at Edison
High School.
A quotation by John Vandermyde (Class of 1985) was in the Edison Alumni Newsletter. It
read,”.... he (Mr. Wenzel) provided something that many of us needed--- an example of discipline and
elevated standards that better prepared us for college and beyond." About 60 ex-students showed up at
Jax Cafe for a surprise 90th birthday for Mr. Wenzel. Many brought their Wenzel notebooks on which
this document is based.

INTRODUCTION
I never had Mr. Wenzel for English, but I knew who he was since he had quite
a reputation among the students at Northeast Junior High School in Minneapolis. We
heard that he required two hours of homework every night and six hours of study the
night before one of his exams. We also heard if you did not do the work or if it
was not up to his standards, he would give you Detention after school. Some of the
other teachers told us that if you kept the notes he made you take during class,
you could use them to correct college English professor’s mistakes. Nobody I knew
wanted to be stuck taking his class. My dad had heard of his reputation too and
wanted me to have him. He felt kids did not know how to read, write or speak
English correctly in the 1970s.
By the time I was in my thirties, I began to wish I had taken Mr. Wenzel’s
class. I had quite a few exciting adventures after high school and began writing
them down for posterity. I found that I was having trouble putting my thoughts on
paper and convey the meaning accurately for the Readers. I remembered Mr. Wenzel
after all those years and wondered how I might obtain a copy of his extensive
notes. When I heard of his passing, I panicked. The youngest of his former
students were now entering their fifties. It would not be very long before his
legacy would be forgotten. I came up with the idea that perhaps I could find
students who still had their class notebook; then, I could transcribe them for the
Minneapolis Public Schools’ Historical Archive. I contacted the Edison High School
Alumni Community and Sports Foundation to ask if they would put out the word about
my project. In the very next issue, they published my plea for notebooks from Mr.
Ruben Wenzel English classes.
I received eight notebooks from former students covering a twenty-year
timespan of Mr. Wenzel’s career. I gambled that a teacher as meticulous as Mr.
Wenzel would not vary his teaching methods very much over the years, and I struck
gold. Indeed, all the notebooks followed the same progression through the years.
There were a few variations in order, but the subjects were arranged the same. Mr.
Wenzel had strict ideas on how his student’s took notes. First, Mr. Wenzel
insisted that students only write in pen or type their notes on one side of the
paper since ink leaked through the pages at times and typing made indentations on
the paper. Mr. Wenzel would lower students’ notebook grade if they did not meet his
expectations or follow the proper formatting. I decided to print the notebook
project on both sides to save paper. Next, the notebooks were organized by subject
matter, and the format of the notebooks varied subtly in style over the years,
which made the formatting in some sections inconsistent. For example, sometimes
important information was written in red ink and at others simply underlined. I
combined the best from the best of the eight notebooks into a definitive notebook.
Apparently, students were allowed to decorate their notebooks as they saw
fit. I chose to recreate their illustrations by using online royalty-free pictures
instead of photocopying the original artwork.
Finally, I determined that the names of the notebook contributors would be
their name in Mr. Wenzel’s class and that I would list the year they graduated high
school rather than the year they were enrolled in Mr. Wenzel’s class.
So now, you may be wondering what it was like to be in Mr. Wenzel’s English
class. I remember seeing Mr. Wenzel as I passed through the halls on my way to
other classes. He was a man of average stature with dark brown hair (a well-fitted
toupee, in fact), brown eyes, glasses and a well-groomed horseshoe moustache. He
was always meticulously dressed. His manner and clothing reminded me more of a
character from a Charles Dickens novel than someone of German heritage. Mr. Wenzel
always stood outside his classroom door greeting his students as they hurried into
his classroom. Being late was not permitted. When the bell rang, he would enter the
classroom immediately, shutting the door behind him like Noah closing the door to
the Ark.
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Mr. Wenzel’s students consistently described how he ran his classes, and what
follows is a compilation of their memories. Students were assigned seats, but not
in alphabetical order. The front two rows were reserved for the students with the
highest aptitude. No one knew whose idea this was, whether Mr. Wenzel’s, the
school’s or the parents. Only students who were smart, well-behaved and dedicated
seemed to be enrolled in his classes. Troublemakers and slackers who found
themselves with Mr. Wenzel did not last very long since his was a very demanding
course.
Mr. Wenzel’s class left little time for socialization. Upon arriving at their
desks, students found the papers Mr. Wenzel had prepared for that day’s work
waiting for them. Mr. Wenzel did not waste any time during class. Students sat
down, took out the supplies they needed and immediately got down to business. Every
day followed the same routine. First was the review of the previous day’s lesson
and notes. Mr. Wenzel selected a random student to recite the notes in front of
class. If students were unable to recite them precisely, in outline-form, Mr.
Wenzel called them out on their shortcomings in front of all the other students,
telling the badly prepared students that they would be coming in after school for
extra help. In the case of students who had a more serious problem, Mr. Wenzel
would regularly place a telephone call to their parents since his concern was that
students improve their classroom performance.
Mr. Wenzel’s classroom had two blackboards; front and side of the room, both
boards were filled with his precise notes, written in perfect penmanship using the
Palmer method of handwriting. Students were required to copy everything, then
rewrite them at night and memorize them. Notes had to be written in perfect
penmanship or typed, and in general, were one to three pages long. Mr. Wenzel did
not use any textbooks for his class, but students did read books such as
Steinbeck’s The Red Pony and Tortilla Flats and Hemingway’s The Old Man and the
Sea.
Mr. Wenzel was known for his quotes, he began each class by evoking a quote
and discussing its meaning and application in life. Students’ time was taken up by
reviewing the previous lesson, copying notes and learning something new during
lecture. Mr. Wenzel spoke with authority while he moved about the room, walking
between the rows of desks, often with a ruler in hand. His voice was filled with
excitement, and he emphasized important points as he spoke.
On occasion, Mr. Wenzel started class with a surprise quiz, a combination of
multiple-choice and fill-in-the-blank questions. When students finished, they
exchanged them with their neighbor who corrected the work, writing their names on
the papers so Mr. Wenzel could hold the corrector accountable for the marking. He
then asked about the scores, saying “Who had a perfect paper? Who had one wrong?
Two wrong...” Mr. Wenzel’s tests were more complex and featured essay questions and
sentences to diagram.
Mr. Wenzel commanded respect and discipline. He set a standard for good
conduct by his dress and way of being in and out of the classroom. Students did not
slump in their chairs or fiddle around unless they wanted to draw his attention. He
expected students to sit with their feet on the floor, their back straight, their
head up and eyes alert and focused on him. Bad behavior resulted in your staying
after school in his room for a conversation about your attitude.
Mr. Wenzel recognized students individually and was not without compassion.
He wrote handwritten notes on ivory stationary for students’ birthdays and taped
them to the corner of their desks. Former students received cards long after
graduation in which he recognized their achievements. His former students all
stated that his course was unlike any class they ever had ever taken, including
those in college. Mr. Wenzel did not simply have students take notes, recopy,

memorize and recite them. He taught students to analyze each word’s role in
a sentence and its relationship to the other words in the articulation of
the sentence’s meaning. This was something unique to Mr. Wenzel’s class.
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One of his former students with whom I spoke was very familiar with the way
Mr. Wenzel ran his classroom. She had attended a parochial school, and she took
Mr. Wenzel’s class during her first year in public school. She talked about how
much she loved it; for her, it was just like being back in parochial school again.
Not everyone appreciated how Mr. Wenzel ran his classroom. One of my friends
said he felt that Mr. Wenzel did not seem to care about work for other classes,
just the work for his class. My friend said that he resented Mr. Wenzel because
after spending so much time each night studying for English class, he had no time
left for his other subjects. A few others with whom I spoke said Mr. Wenzel was
the strictest teacher in the way he conducted his class they ever had. Everyone,
however, agreed they learned a great deal from his class, and most of those who did
not appreciate his methods at the time grew to appreciate what they had learned
from Mr. Wenzel later in life. Mr. Wenzel’s teaching most certainly set students up
to succeed in his course. He taught both English and needed lessons about life,
practical advice his students could apply in everyday living.
In closing, I would like to point out the rules and examples herein comprise
only a third of what students need to know to possess correct English. To be a
good writer, you also need to read a lot. To be a good writer you need to write a
lot. Children have an easier time learning proper grammar when their parents speak
correct English at home. To cite an example from my dad in the way Mr. Wenzel
would write it: “Don’t say ‘I don’t got it.’” like an illiterate person. Rather,
say: “I do not have it.”
If you have any comments or questions about this project, please email me at:
panther9@skypoint.com. I will respond if I am still around and able. Now, on to
the definitive notebook from Mr. Wenzel’s class!

--Russell Jones, Class of 1978.

This is NOT my awful high school
graduation picture. It was taken
about seven years after high school
when I was “no longer a Nerd!”
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Study Procedure
1. Memorize notes
2. Do the lesson
3. Re-memorize notes
4. Next day before class review the
notes again

 Study in a quiet place
 Study your English the same time
every night
 Always begin at once

Test Procedure for the Year.
1. Spelling – All words must be
spelled correctly or the answer
is wrong.
2. If you are absent for test day,
you must make up the test the day
you return. Failure to do so is
a zero. All late tests are
recorded one letter grade cut.
3. Have several sharpened pencils –
for all emergencies.
4. Unit examinations are red-letter
grades.
5. Unit examinations are usually
curved.
6. The goal is mastery – 100%
7. How will you study?

The English Course

*

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Reading
Writing themes
Handwriting
Grammar
Speaking
Vocabulary
Spelling
Listening

Mastery

One notebook listed the subjects covered by Quarter. This gives us an idea of
what was expected by Mr. Wenzel of his students. Thanks Denise Kuitunen for
this!
--Russell Jones

First Quarter
Usage Unit Test
Capitalization Unit Test
Capitalization Test
Sentence Sense
Book Report (written)
Syllabication Test
Silence Theme
Prefix Test
Root Test
Suffix Test
Dictionary Unit Test
Book Report (Oral)
Ten Week Test
Notebook (grade)

Second Quarter
Spelling Test (100 words)
Spelling Unit
Spelling Rules
Pluralization Rules Test
Book report (Letter)
Noun Unit
Pronoun Unit
Book Report (Diary)
Adjective Unit
Verb Axillary Test
Verb Recognition Unit
Christmas Essay
Adverb Test
Second Adverb Test
Book Report (2 Lines)
Semester Test
Notebook (grade)

Third Quarter
Adverb, Conjunction, Interjection, &
Preposition Unit
2 Minute Conjunction Test
2 Minute Preposition Test
Vivid Adverbs (Sentences)
Vivid Adverbs
Vivid Adverbs Unit Test
Book report (Picturesque Sentences)
Parts of the Sentence 1 Unit Test
Peel Back Your Soul Theme
First Noun Vocabulary Sentences
Second Noun Vocabulary Sentences
Agreement Unit
Complement Unit
Book Report (Theme about Quotations)
Book Report (Maturity)
Case Unit
Phrases and Clauses Unit
Notebook (Grade)

Fourth Quarter
Using Verbs Correctly Unit
Book Report (Review)
Verb Vocabulary
Verbal Unit
Comma Rules Test #1
Comma Rules Test #2
Punctuation Quiz #3
Punctuation Unit Test
Final Notebook Grade
Literature Test
Book Report (Short Stories)

“The beginning is the most important
part of all work.”
--Plato

“The secret of getting somewhere in
this world is getting started now.”
--Allen

Mr. Wenzel in 1960.
Where are his glasses?

I.

Too – To - Two
A. Too means also or very.
Ex. Joe went too (also)
Joe is too tall (very)
B. To is a verb form and a preposition.
--infinitive when verb follows
--Preposition when noun follows
Ex. Bill ran to school (Preposition)
I like to swim (infinitive) (verb form)
C. Two is a number.
Ex. I have two books
I have two sisters

II.

It’s – Its
A. It’s is a contraction for it is or it has.
Ex. It’s on the table (it is)
It’s been fun. (it has)
B. Its shows ownership or possession
Ex. The bird hurt its wing.

III. There – Their – They’re
A. There is an adverb telling where.
Ex. There they are.
There it is.
B. Their shows ownership or possession
It tells “whose.” A noun will follow it.
Ex. It is their car.
C. There is a contraction for “they are.”
Ex. I think they’re going.
IV.

Whose – Who’s
A. Whose shows possession.
Ex. Whose pen is it?
B. Who’s is a contraction for “Who is.”
Ex. Who’s going? Who’s that over there?

V.

Quiet – Quite – Quit
A. Quiet means calm.
B. Quite means very.
C. Quit means STOP.

Rhymes with “diet.”
Rhymes with “white.”
Rhymes with “bit.”
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VI.

Bring – Take
A. Bring shows action toward you.
Ex. Please bring me that pencil.
B. Take shows action away from you.
Ex. I have to take the pencil home.

VII. Cloths – Clothes
A. Cloths = woven material
B. Clothes = wearing apparel
VIII. Doesn’t – Don’t
A. Doesn’t is a contraction for “does not.”
B. Don’t is a contraction for “Do not.”
IX.

Principle – Principal
A. Principle is a rule, belief, idea, theory.
Ex. He lives by good principle.
B. Principal is Head of School, Main, or an amount of money.
Ex. He is our Principal
Main.
Ex. The principal gear of the machine is broken.
Ex. I received 2% interest on my principal.

X.

Loose – Lose
A. Loose means “free” or to “set free.”
Ex. The cover is loose. Rhymes with goose, moose.
B. Lose means not to win or not to keep.
Ex. The twins will lose. Rhymes with whose.

XI.

Should’ve
A. Should’ve is a contraction for “should have” NEVER
Should of.

XII. You’re – Your
A. You’re is a contraction for you are.
Ex. You’re one of our finest students.
B. Your is possession -- shows ownership
Ex. Your bike is lost.
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XIII. No – Know – Now – Knew – New
A. No – not any.
Ex. I have no money.
B. Know – to understand
Ex. I know the answer
C. Now – at the moment
Ex. I will go now.
D. Knew – Understood.
Ex. I knew the answer.
E. New – fresh, recent, not old.
Ex. I have a new pencil.
XIV. May – Can
A. May means permission, allow, or permit
Ex. May I go?
B. Can means ability, able.
Ex. I can swim well.
XV.

Leave – Let
A. Leave means to depart; to remain; to allow.
Ex. Dad will later leave me the keys.
I will leave now.
I will leave the book at home.
B. Let means permission or permit.
Ex. Let me go to the store.

XVI. Teach – Learn
A. Teach means
Ex. I will
B. Learn means
Ex. I will

to give instruction or “show how.”
teach you the lesson.
to receive instruction.
learn the lesson.

XVII. Maybe – May Be
A. Maybe means perhaps.
Ex. Maybe, I will be there too.
B. May Be is a verb like will be.
Ex. I may be there tomorrow.
XVIII. Affect – Effect
A. Affect is a verb; it
Ex. The hot weather
B. Effect is a noun; it
Ex. Hot weather has

means to influence.
will affect the crop.
means a result.
a bad effect on the crop.
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XIX. Seen and Done – Must have helpers, such as, has, have, had, was.
Ex. I seen a bear.
A. I have seen a bear.
B. I saw a bear.
XX. Where – Were - Wear
A. Where – place.
B. Were – rhymes with fur.
C. Wear – Verb used with or without an Object.
Ex. With object; I bought a new dress to wear.
Without object; the gear has a lot of wear.
XXI. Borrow – Lend
A. Borrow means receive – You borrow from.
B. Lend means you give – You lend to.
Ex. May I borrow your pencil?
Will you lend me your pencil?
XXII. Accept – Except
A. Accept means receive.
Ex. I will accept the grade.
B. Except means without.
XXIII. Already – All Ready – All Right
A. Already means before a certain time.
Ex. By noon I was already to go.
B. All Ready means completely ready.
Ex. I’m all ready to go.
C. All Right has NO other acceptable spelling.
Ex. I feel all right.
XXIV. Capitol – Capital
A. Capitol refers to a building Only
B. Capital means first or chief
1. Capital punishment
2. Capital letter
3. Capital city
4. Capital (money)
XXV. Ain’t – is an illiterate expression.

Use acceptable expressions.

XXVI. “ing” – pronounce “ing” fully.
Do not say “goin” for “going.”
XXVII. Do not say “this here book” or “that there book”
Just say “this book.”
5

--Redundant expressions = illiterate.
XXVIII. Cannot help but is in bad taste. Drop the but.
Ex. I cannot help feeling sorry for Joe.
XXIX. The reason is because is in bad taste.
that.

Rather say the reason is

XXX. Using indefinite pronouns

1.
2.
3.
4.

Anyone – someone – everyone – no one – each one – either
Neither – anybody – somebody – everybody – nobody – none
Each – all – both – some – “most are singular”
Indefinite pronouns do not point out very clearly.
Most indefinite pronouns are singular in number.
The word to which a pronoun refers is called an antecedent.
RULE: A pronoun and its antecedent must agree in number –
Either both singular or both plural.
Ex. Everybody paid (his, her, their) bill.
Antecedent

singular

Vocabulary for This Unit
Buxom – fat and jolly.
Disgruntled – disgusted; in a bad mood.
Censure – severe criticism.
Rigid – stiff; strict.
Disconsolate – sad.
Exuberant – overflowing; lavish.
Roguish – mischievous.
Conviction – a firm belief.
Illiterate – uneducated.
Procrastinate – to put off; postpone.
Comprehend – to understand.
Adhere – to stick to.
****************************************************************************
“Choose your rut carefully; you’ll be in it for the next 9 months.”
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“The most valuable result of all
education is the ability to do the
thing you have to do when it ought to
be done whether you want to or not.”
--Thomas Huxley

Any dead fish can swim downstream, but
it takes a live one to swim upstream.
--Ruben Wenzel

Mr. Wenzel in 1964.
Best picture available
No Toupee yet!

Handout courtesy of Glen Semanko’s, notebook.
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EXAMPLES
Rule #1

A) French, English
B) science, math

Rule #2

A) I am a senior at school.
B) I am an Edison Sophomore.

Rule #3

A) I am going to college.
B) He went to Boston College.

Rule #4

A) Monday
April
B) autumn

Rule #5

A) Bible
Exodus, Proverbs, Psalms
The Almighty, His Mercy
B) Minerva goddess of wisdom

Rule #6

A) Sincerely yours,
B) Dear Sir: My dear Madam:

Rule #7

A) There goes Dad.
B) There goes my dad.

Rule #8

John said, “We will go.”

Rule #9

Obvious, and In poetry the first letter of each line.

Rule #10

A) The South has many problems.
B) We drove south for miles.

Rule #11

river – Mississippi River.

Rule #12

A) Coach Schultz
B) I saw our coach.

Rule #13

Why I Like To Go To High School.

Rule #14

roses, robin, cats, baseball.

Rule #15

France – French wine.

Rule #16

Indian, Chinese, Christianity, Baptist, Boy Scouts.

Rule #17

James T. Kirk, Y.M.C.A.
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The following five pages are courtesy of Denise Kuitunen’s, notebook.
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Mr. Wenzel in 1968
Looks like he found
his toupee!

SENTENCE SENSE
Motto: “Good sentences show clear thinking.”
I.

Terms:
A. Sentence – has a subject, a predicate, and a complete thought.
It either tells, asks, or commands.
B. Fragment – is a piece of a thought.
C. Run-on – occurs when two sentences run together without any
punctuation between them.
D. Comma splice – is two sentences spliced together with a comma.
Sentence Ex. (1) Pete stayed home because he studied.
Fragment Ex. (2) Because it was too late already.
Run-on Ex. (3) We wore caps it was raining hard.
Comma splice Ex. (4) We wore caps, it was raining hard.

II.

Other Aids for Sentence Sense
A. Oral Approach – listen to your voice.
B. Answering Questions correctly – always repeat the key portion of
the question in the answer.
C. Punctuation Approach – Black periods, Large capitals, ½ inch

after periods.
Words Which Often Cause Run-on Troubles
A. Then
Run-on
1. Henry called me then I knew where I was.
Corrected 2. Henry called me. Then I knew where I was.
Sentence 3. The clock then struck twelve.
B. Finally, Now, There, Usually.
Run-on
1. We waited for Jim finally he came now we can go.
Corrected 2. We waited for Jim. Finally he came. Now we could go.
C. It
Run-on
Sentence

1. We found a robin it had a broken wing.
2. We found a robin. It had a broken wing.
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III. Fragments After a Sentence
A common error is to separate part of a good sentence from the rest
and write it with a capital and a period as if it were a sentence.
A. Two cures for such sentence fragments are:
1. Attach the fragment to the preceding sentence.
2. Make the fragment part of a new sentence.
Fragment Ex. (1) The boys went fishing. While the girls
cooked.
Fragment Ex. (2) I worked hard on the farm. Feeding the pigs
and milking cows.
Corrected Ex.(3) I fed the pigs and milked the cows.
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“Associate yourself with men of good
quality if you esteem your own
reputation; for it is better to be
alone than to be in bad company.”
--George Washington

“Habit is a cable. We weave a thread
of it each day until at least we
cannot break it.”
--Horace Mann
-1796 – 1859
-Educator

I.

A theme – is a written paper which explains an opinion, a feeling,
or an idea.

II.

A theme paragraph always begins with a topic sentence.
This first sentence “announces” what the whole paragraph is about.
A. Other names for a topic sentence are:

1. Thesis
2. Focus
3. Promise
4. Recipe
Placement for a topic sentence:
1. First sentence
2. Last sentence
3. Anywhere
B. What does a topic sentence contain?
A. The topic tells WHAT.
B. The impression tells how you FEEL about the topic.
Other names for impression are:
1. Controversial word
2. Debatable word
3. Controlling word
4. Limiting word
Ex. We have many friendly neighbors.
Friendly is the impression.
Neighbors is the topic.

III. What does it contain?
A. Topic – What you are writing about.
B. Impression – how you feel about the topic.
Ex. Hate, gentle, love, like, enjoy, detest.
Example of a topic sentence.
We have many friendly neighbors.
Impression

topic

The word friendly is debatable because someone else might think them
unfriendly.

1. Controversial word
A difference of opinion
2. Debatable word
Two sides to which either may be right.
3. Controlling word
It controls the rest of the paragraph.
4. Limiting word
Limited by topic sentence.
IV.

The “body” of the paragraph proves, develops, or defends the topic
sentence or thesis statement.
A. The body develops the thesis in several ways:
1. By giving details.
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2. By giving examples.
3. By comparing or contrasting. (Likeness or differences)
4. By giving reason.
B. The body of the theme should be full of:
1. Feeling and sincerity
Which comes when you write out things you know and have
experienced. Unless your topic fits your emotions, you will
lack enthusiasm to write.
2. Concreteness – “picture words.”
Which appeal to our senses:
Action words, color words, sound words.
Ex. Poor: A car stopped at the corner.
Better: A red convertible screeched to a halt at a
busy intersection.
Poor: fruit, house, flower.
Better: red strawberries, mansion, tulip.
3. The writer must make the reader, see, feel, taste, smell, and
hear as he did.
4. Concreteness is the greatest single secret of good writing.
5. However, do not pile up adjectives; rather choose a few wellchosen words.
6. Do not use “judgment adjectives.”
7. Avoid “clichés” – worn out expressions.
--They’re “as old as the hills.”
****8. Use “image-bearing nouns” and “action verbs.”
9. Be concrete, but do not be “flowery” (over elegant)
simple language that makes pictures is the best language.

Low
Concreteness

Medium
Concreteness

High Concreteness

Potatoes

Mashed potatoes

A snowy heap of mashed
potatoes, half covered with
thick chicken gravy.

Horse

A black mare

A spirited black mare with a
star on her forehead.

V.

The last sentence of your paragraph should repeat and sum up the
main idea which you had expressed in the topic sentence. This last
sentence is called the “clincher” sentence because it clinches the
main idea. This insures unity.
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VI.

Unity
A. Sticking to one main topic insures a necessary paragraph quality
known as unity.
B. In a unified paragraph all developing sentences closely relate to
the one main topic.
C. If you breathe in a single detail which is not closely related to
the main topic, you break unity.

VII. Coherence
A. When sentences move easily from one to the next they “stick
together” –the paragraph has coherence.
B. Coherence can be achieved:
1) By using pronouns, (he, she, it, they) to tie back.
2) By repeating key words.
3) By using synonyms.
4) By using transitional words. (however, next, them, besides,
therefore. Etc.)
VIII. Limiting the topic
A. A topic sentence must be “narrowed down” sufficiently so that it
can be concretely handled in one paragraph. If the topic is too
“broad,” your writing will be too general, not concrete and
particular.
B. Ways to narrow a topic are to use a strong controlling word and
to name a specific place, reason, and time.
Ex. Topic Sentence:
Sports
Football
Edison Football Team
The spectacular kick in the Edison—Washburn game.
IX.

Clincher Sentence of the paragraph summarizes and repeats the main
idea of the topic sentence.
Ex. Topic sentence:
On Friday nights, Central Avenue in Minneapolis is a lively place.
Clincher sentence = Central Avenue certainly has life on Friday
nights.

X.

The title should:
A. Arouse the reader’s curiosity.
B. Echo the “point” of the paragraph
C. Be “catchy”

XI.

Don’t confuse a topic with a title.
Topic = Mother’s apple pie.
Title = “Ambrosia with Cheese.”
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Paragraph Development
A paragraph is a series of sentences which develop one topic.
There are three kinds of paragraphs:
1. Expository paragraph explains.
2. Narrative paragraph tells a story or an experience.
3. Descriptive paragraph describes.
Checkpoints for Writing a Paragraph
1. Select your topic.
2. Narrow your topic.
3. Write your topic sentence.
4. Decide on how to develop the thesis
(topic sentence)
a. Details
b. Examples
c. Reasons
d. Comparing
e. Contrasting
5. Arrange your details in logical order.
6. Eliminate weak or unrelated details.
7. Write your paragraph.
8. Write your clincher.
9. Revise your paragraph until it is a “gem.”
10. Re-copy the paragraph.
A) The opening and the closing are the most important parts.
1. The opening attracts the reader.
2. The closing is what the reader is likely to remember.
B) Openers must arouse.
The following may be used as openers for clinchers.
1) Ask the question
2) State the problem
3) Give a quotation
4) Make an exclamation
XII. Title
The title of a theme is written last.
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Theme Outline
I.

Thesis: _______________________________

II.

Body: A. _______________________________
B._______________________________
C. ______________________________
1. ______________________
2. ______________________

III. Clincher Sentence: ___________________________
_____________________
IV.

Title: __________________________________
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Theme correction Symbols

cap – error in capitalization.
sp – mistake in spelling.

p – mistake in punctuation
¶ -- error in paragraphing.
mar – margin trouble
T.S. – topic sentence error.
ill – illegible handwriting.

f – fragment.
R.O. – run-on.

c.s. – comma splice
voc – vocabulary, poor choice of words.
k – clumsy, awkward

? – not clear
^ -- something omitted
gr – faulty grammar
u – illiterate, slang, ugly expression.
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“Every difficulty slurred over will be a ghost to
disturb your repose later on.”
--Fredric Chopin
“Every time you open your mouth, your
mind goes on parade.”
--Mr. Wenzel?

“The boy who really wants to do something finds a
way. The other finds an excuse.”
--Anonymous

Mr. Wenzel in 1973
We now have facial hair!

LANGUAGE UNIT
(Dictionary)
I.

The alphabet has twenty-six letters.
A. Five vowels (a, e, I, o, u, sometimes y)
B. The others are called consonants (r, s, t, v, etc.)

II.

Words are made up of syllables.

III. A syllable is composed of one vowel and the consonant or consonants,
if any, that are pronounced with the vowel.
Ex. Spell = one syllable
Mis-spell = two syllables
IV.

A word with one syllable is called a monosyllable.
Ex. Spell, cone, house

V.

A monosyllable cannot be divided as other words can.
A. Do not leave a one-letter syllable at the end of a line.
Ex. a-bout
B. Do not carry over a syllable of one or two letters.
Ex. Pit-y

VI.

Dividing words into syllables is called syllabication.

VII. Purpose for Syllabication.
1. Spelling aid
2. Pronunciation aid
3. Vocabulary aid
4. Dividing words
VIII. Rules for syllabication
1. A consonant between two vowels usually goes with the second
vowel. (VCV)
Ex. Divide = di-vide
Believe = be-lieve
2. Two consonants standing together are usually divided. (VCCV)
Ex. Effect = ef-fect
Difficulty = dif-fi-cul-ty
3. Prefixes and suffixes are usually separate syllables.
Ex. Buyer = buy-er
Bashful = bash-ful
4. Vowels standing together but pronounced separate are separate
syllables.
Ex. Society = so-ci-e-ty
Pronunciation = pro-nun-ci-a-tion
5. Compound words can be syllabicated.
Ex. Firehouse = fire-house
6. “le” at the end of a word, preceded by a consonant is usually a
syllable.
Ex. Candle = can-dle
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7. Consonant blends (cl, th, pl, cr, pr, gr, str, scr) should not
be split
Ex. C R = 2
Cr = 1
Across = a-cross
IX.

Nym – name
Anti – against
Syn, sym – with
Homo – same
Pseudo – false

X.

A synonym is a word which has the same meaning or nearly the same
meaning as another word. Synonyms are twin words.
Ex. Trot – walk interchangeable
Happy – glad

XI.

Antonyms are words of opposite meaning.
Ex. Happy – sad

XII. Homonyms are words that sound alike but are spelled differently and
have different meanings.
Ex. Red – read; deer - dear
Allowed – approved
Aloud – loudly
Aisle – passageway
Isle – island
Coarse – rough
Course – progress; studies
Dyeing – changing color
Dying – death
Fair – courteous
Fare – likely
Hole – a pit
Whole – complete
Passed – went by
Past – former time
Scene – an episode
Seen – past tense of see
Council – organization
Counsel – advice
Consul - official
Weather – climate, conditions of the atmosphere
Whether – either
Sight – view
Site – place
Cite – to quote
Altar – place of sacrifice
Alter – to vary
Born – I was born in St. Paul
Borne – He has borne (carried) a big load
Lead – metallic element
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Led – past tense of lead
Stationary – stable
Stationery – writing paper
Capital – initial; city
Capitol – session of Congress
Miner – mine worker
Minor - smaller
Idle – not busy; lazy
Idol – an image one worships
Currant – a small seedless raisin
Current – onward motion
Compliment – flattering
Complement – make perfect
Mantel – a shelf
Mantle – a coat
Straight – without a curve
Strait – a narrow channel
Instance – An example
Instants - moments
Forth – forward
Fourth – number, place in line or order
Patience – endurance
Patients – sick people
Sole – only, bottom of shoe, type of fish
Soul – spirit
Steal – take something
Steel – metal
Piece - a part of something
Peace – tranquility, serenity
Rain – precipitation
Reign – to rule over
Rein – a guide to control an animal
Cereal – breakfast food
Serial – a series
Medal – prize, award
Meddle – interfere
Presents – gifts
Presence – attendance
Lessen – to get less, decrease
Lesson – study, work
Waist – middle part of the body
Waste – garbage
Role – a part; a leading role
Roll – a roll of film
Plane – a plane surface; plane geometry
Plain – a plain dress; western plains
Lessen – to lessen the cost
Lesson – to study your lesson
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XIII. Pseudonyms are false names—pen names.
Ex. Mark Twain
XIV. The value of a varied synonym vocabulary.
A. They add richness to our writing.
B. They add personality to your writing.
C. They give us individuality.
D. They give exactness to your writing.
E. They avoid monotony.
XV.

Pronunciation terms
A. Diction is the choice of words to express your ideas with
accuracy and variety. Diction also means speaking clearly.
B. Good diction involves two skills.
1. Enunciation is the distinct speaking of sounds in words.
2. Pronunciation is the accurate speaking of words.

XVI. The syllable that you emphasize most is indicated by a primary
accent mark.
Ex. Remark = re-mark’
XVII. The syllable that you emphasize the second most is indicated by a
secondary accent mark.
Ex. Hos”-pi-tal’-i-ty
XVIII.

The sounds of vowels are shown by diacritical marks.
1. Macron (long) (-) dāy
2. Breve (short) (˘) ĕnd
~
3. Tilde (~) over an e before an r. letter
4. Circumflex (^) over a u before an r. tûrn
5. Modified macron (ꜙ) chaos.
6. Schwa (Ə) a neutral sound in unaccented syllables only.
Ex. Trav’Əl

(Transcription note: It does NOT seem possible to recreate the Tilde over letter e, or the
Modified Macron symbol in Microsoft Word.)

XIX. A few diacritical are common and must be memorized.
XX.

The words at the bottom of every dictionary page illustrate how the
vowels sound. These words are called key words.

Phonics Chart
ā
ă
ä
å

dāy
săd
ärm
sofå

ē ēve
ĕ ĕnd

ī kīte
ĭ kĭt

ō ōld
ŏ hŏp

ū tūbe
ŭ ŭnder

ōō mōōn
ŏŏ fŏŏt
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XXI. Sometimes the e is silent.
Ex. As in dance
XXII. Phonetic Spelling is the respelling of a word according to its
sound. Never do this in writing.
Ex. Crude – Krōōd; tion – shun
XXIII.

Speech Terms
A. Diction is the choice of words to express our ideas. Diction
is also the manner of speaking in regard to clearness.
B. Good diction involves two skills:
1. Enunciation is clear, distinct speaking of the various
sounds of words. Distinct speech is articulate
speech.
2. Pronunciation is the accurate speaking of words.
C. We enunciate sounds and pronounce words.

XXIV. Levels of English Usage
A. Standard English
1. Formal usage follows the strictest of grammar rules and forms.
Ex. Themes, business letters, debates, text books
2. Informal usage is the usage of daily conversation. It follows
grammar rules quite strictly.
Ex. Everyday dialogue, social letters
B. Sub-standard English is illiterate English.
It is totally unacceptable.
Informal
1. Gym
Formal
2. Gymnasium
Illiterate 3. Sweat factory
XXV. Restrictive Labels – A Word’s Reputation
A. Archaic – rather old and not in common use.
B. Obsolete – completely out of use.
C. Dialectal – use in a certain geographical area.
Ex. Poke – Texas; Rubber Binder – Twin Cities, MN
D. Language labels – foreign words.
E. Colloquial – inform use only, for casual conversation.
Ex. Flunk jiffy hunch
F. Poetic – used for poetry only.
G. Jargon – Technical vocabulary of special groups or professions.
H. Slang – made-up words.
I. Illiterate – uneducated.
J. Vulgar – low, coarse, offensive language.
Ex. Filth curse blasphemy swearing
XXVI. No-entry after a word indicates standard usage, acceptable for all
occasions.
XXVII.

A Word Research
1. The word: precocious
2. Pronunciation: pri ko’ shes
3. Part of speech: adjective
4. Plural of noun: ----26

5. Etymology: from Latin praecox, - ocis, ultimate from prae
before (its time) and coquere ripen
6. Definition: developed earlier than usual.
7. Reputation: standard
8. Derivatives: precociously, precociousness, precocity
9. Synonyms: ----10. Antonyms: ----XXVIII.

The Architecture of Words
A. A prefix is a letter or a syllable
a word to change its meaning.
B. A suffix is a letter or a syllable
to change its meaning and its part
C. A root is the stem or main part of
word.

placed at the beginning of
placed at the end of a word
of speech.
a word. Sometimes it is a

PREFIX CHART
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
* 27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.

Prefix
Duo, bi
Circum
Inter
Intra
Mal
Mis
Multi
Non
Post
Semi
Pre
Re
Sub
Super
Trans
Un, in im, il, ir
Mono
Dis
Tri
Auto
Anti
Ante
Bene
Di, dia
Uni
Com, con
de
Micro
Pyro
Therm
Hydro
Geo
Pro
Quad
Quin, pent
Sex, hex
Sept, hept
Oct
Nov
Dec
Poly
Ambi
Omni

definition
examples
Meaning of Example
two
bicycle
two wheels
around
circumference
navigate around
between
international
between nations
within
intrastate
with the State
bad
malpractice
bad practice
wrong
mistreat
bad treatment, abuse
many
multicolored
many colors
not
nonspecific
not specific
after
postgraduate
after graduation
half
semicircle
half circle
before
prewar
before war
back – again
reread – review
read again
under
submarine
below water
over – above
supervalue
over value
across
transcontinental
across continent
not – in
illiterate – inscribe not literate
one
monosyllable
one syllable
not wrongly
disorder
not orderly
three
tripod
three legs
self
autograph
self write
against
antislavery
against slavery
before
antecedent
go before
good
benefit
good fit
across – through
diameter
measure across
one
uniform – unity
one form
with – together
congregate
gather together
from – away – down
denounce
cast out from
small
micrometer
small measurement
fire
pyrophobia
fear of fire
heat
thermometer
measure heat
water
hydrophobia
fear of water
earth
geology
study of Earth
forward, in favor of
proslavery
for slavery
four
quadrangle
four-sided figure
five
quintuple – pentagon
five-sided figure
six
sextuplets
six of a kind
seven
September
seventh month
eight
October
eight month
nine
November – novena ninth month
ten
decimal
system of ten
many
polysyllable
many syllables
both
ambidextrous
both hands
all
omnipotent
all powerful
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44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
* 20.
*21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
* 29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.

Ultra
Hyper
eu
e, ex
Retro
Phi

Root
Dic, dict
Duc, duct
Graph
Logy, log
study
Miss, mit
Port
Serv
Man
Ten, tain, tin,
tent, tend
Urb
Via, vid
Audi
Voc
Scrib, script
Phono
Photo
Pass, path
Aqua
Junct
Pel, plus
Ject
Spir
Vert, vers
Demos
Tele
Cred
Brev
Fac
Cap
Ven, vent
Meter
Mot, mov
Cide
Biblio
Bio
Scend, scent
Spec, spic
Polis
Pos, posit, pon
Rupt
Nym
Derm
Anthrop
Tort
Chrono
Theos
Mort
Cent

extreme
overly
good – well
out – former
backward
love

ultramodern
hypersensitive
eulogy
ex-president – eject
retrospect
philanthropy – philosophe

ROOT CHART
meaning of the root
say, tell
lead, draw
write
of science of, reason
send, sent, go
carry
save, keep
hand
hold
city
see
hear
call, voice
write
sound
light
suffer, feeling
water
join, connect
drive
throw
breathe
turn
people
far, far off
believe, belief
short
make, do
seize, hold, head
come
measure
move
kill
book
life
climb
look
city
place, put
break
name
skin
man
twist
time
god
death
hundred

extremely modern
overly sensitive
good speech
former president
review of past
love others

examples
predict – dictator
product – educate
paragraph – telegraph
biology – theology
missionary – remit
export – import
reserve – reservoir
manual
contain – contents –
detain – detention
suburb – urban – urbane
vision
audience – auditorium
vocal – vocation
inscribe – manuscript
phonics – phonetic
photograph
antipathy – passion
aquarium
conjunction – junction
repulsive – expel
deject – inject
inspire – spirit
convert
democracy
television
incredible – creed
brief
manufactured – factory
captive – decapitable
convention – convene
thermometer – diameter
motivate – demote
suicide – genocide
bibliography
biology – biography
ascend – descend
inspect – spectator
Minneapolis
deposit
erupt – disrupt
pseudonym
dermatology – epidermis
anthropology
torture
chronology
theology – Theodore
immortal – mortality
century; percent
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SUFFIX CHART
Suffix

definition

*1. Ant, ian, or,
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
* 8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

*

1.
2.
3.

1.
*2.
*3.
4.
* 5.
6.
7.
*8.

examples
Noun makers

er, ist
one who does it
Y, ty, ity
ten; condition of
Dom
office; realm
Hood
being one of a group
Ance, ence
condition of
Ion, tion, sion
act of
Ness, ship ment
act of, state of
Ess
female
Ee
the one to whom it is done
Ism
a belief in
Mania
a madness for
Cracy
rule of
Phobia
fear of
Fy, ize, ate
Ing
Ed
Ous
Less
Able, ible
Ly, ish
ive
Ful
Ic
Al

[
T
*y1. Ly
p
e

to make; to do
to continue
past tense

meaning of example

typist – teacher
certainty – sixty
kingdom
fatherhood
diction – creation
kindness – government
waitress
payee – employee
heroism – patriotism
kleptomania
democracy
hydrophobia

Verb makers
activate – purify
raining
rained

Adjective makers
full of
poisonous
free from; minus
joyless – painless
capable of; capable of being visible – washable
like a
fatherly – childish
tending to
contractive – active
full of
hopeful
resembling
scenic – historic
retaining to
national – musical
tells how it is done

Adverb maker
savagely

one who types
state of being certain
realm of king
part of all fathers
act of telling
act of being kind
female server
one who is employed
belief in country
compulsive stealing
democracy
fear of water
to make pure
continuing to rain
rained yesterday
full of poison
free from pain
capable of being washed
like a child
tends to contract
full of hope
resembling history
pertaining to music
in a savage manner

a
q
u
o
t
e
f
r
o
m
t
h
e
d
o
c
u
m
e
n
t

Written in Denise Kuitunen’s
Notebook under her Suffix Chart.
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DEFINITIONS
I. An idiom is an expression that cannot be explained by grammar or
reasoning. Idioms are not accepted; however, most idioms are to
be avoided in formal writing.
Ex. Levelheaded – common sense
Stuck-up – conceded
Yellow – coward; chicken
II.

Semantic is the study of word meaning and the changes in word
meanings.

III. Linguistic is the structure and science of language.
IV.

Denotation is the actual dictionary meaning.

V.

The connotation is the emotional meaning a word has acquired. It
has to do with the feelings a word creates within us. Words may
have favorable connotation or an unfavorable connotation.

VI.

Steps in writing a definition:
A. First name the word.
B. Then name the general noun class to which it belongs.
C. Finally name the identifying characteristics that make it
different from all others in that general noun class.
Step 1
A rage

|
|

Step 2
|
is an emotion |

Step 3______
of extreme anger

A Word Blueprint
Incredible
Root: cred – believe
Prefix: in – not
Suffix: ible – capable of being
Definition: not capable of being believed.
General noun
Word
A pilgrim

equals
is

class
a person

identity characteristics
who travels for religious freedom.

Note: In a few of the notebooks I received was a list of 50 words and how to pronounce them.
I decided to leave this out because not only is it hard to reproduce the special characters
showing the vowel sounds in MSWord, but it is also redundant. If you look up any word in a
dictionary it will show you how it is pronounced. I saw no need to include a limited
selection of them in here.
--Russell Jones

30

DICTIONARY
I. An unabridged dictionary contains all words used in the English
language.
An abridged dictionary is cut in size and contains usually only
necessary words.
II. Kinds
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

of Dictionaries
Winston (100,000 words)
Thorndike – Barnhardt High School (132,000 words)
Funk and Wagnalls Standard High School (50,000 words)
American College Dictionary (132,000 words)
Webster’s Student Dictionary (57,000 words)
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary (125,000 words)
Webster’s New International Dictionary (800,000 words)
Roget’s Thesaurus
Webster’s Book of Synonym’s

III. Speed in Dictionary Usage
1. Alphabetizing
2. Guide Words
3. Think of the dictionary as having three parts:
A – E
F – P
Q – Z
A Word Research #2
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Word: insidious
Pronunciation: in sid’ ē Əs
Part of speech: adjective
Plural of nouns: ----Verb forms: ----Adjective forms: ----Etymology: [derived from the Latin word insidiosus which is derived
from insidae which means ambush which is derived from insidere which
is derived from in which means in plus sedere which means sit]
Definitions: wily, sly, crafty, tricky, treacherous, working, secretly
Derivations: insidiously, insidiousness
Reputation: standard
Synonym: cunning
Antonyms: none.

END OF FIRST QUARTER
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“Duty makes us do things well, but
love makes us do them beautifully.”
--Phillys Brooks

“Out of the abundance of the heart
the mouth speaks.”
--Jesus Christ
(Luke 6:45)

“Every difficulty slurred over will
be a ghost to disturb your repose
later on.”
--Frederic Chopin
1809-1849
Polish pianist and composer

Mr. Wenzel in 1974
This is how I remember him.
--Russell Jones ‘78
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SPELLING UNIT
I.

Signs of a good speller:
1. He checks his guesses.
2. He proof reads his writing.
3. He learns the spelling of new words.
4. He uses the dictionary often.
5. He overlearns his spelling words.
6. His is spelling conscious.

II.

Steps in learning to spell a new word:
1. a. look up the word.
b. define the word
c. use it in a sentence.
2. a. Pronounce the whole word.
b. then pronounce it syllable by syllable.
3. a. look at the word
b. close your eyes and spell it.
c. check it.
Spelling Rules

III. A. “I” before “e” except after “C” or when sounded as “a”.
Ex. Neighbor or Weigh
Believe
Receive
Neigh
B. When the “c” sounds like “sh,” “ie” follows the c.
Ex. Ancient
Conscience
Efficient
C. There are many exceptions which must be memorized.
Foreign leisure either height weird their
seize neither science
IV.

A. Words ending in a silent “e,” drop the “e” before adding a suffix
which begins with a vowel, such as able, ous, ing.
Ex. Argue – arguing, come – coming, cure – curable
B. Words keep the silent “e” if the suffix begins with a consonant.
Ex. Care – careful, lone – lonely, use – useful
C. If the silent “e” is preceded by a “c,” or a “g” keep the silent
e.
notice – noticeable, change - changeable
Exceptions: argue – argument, nine – ninth, true – truly

V.

A. Words ending in a single consonant, preceded by a single vowel,
and accented on the last syllable (or is a monosyllable) double the
final consonant before adding a suffix.
Ex. Run – running, prefer – preferred, stop – stopped, real - really
Think – thinking, seem – seemed.
B. If the accent does not fall on the last syllable, do not double
the final consonant.
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VI.

Ex. Offer – offering, benefit – benefited
A. Words ending in “y” preceded by a consonant usually change “y” to
“i” before adding a suffix. (exception ing)
Ex. Icy – iciest, mercy – merciful, hurry – hurrying
B. If the “y” is preceded by a vowel, retain the “y.”
Ex. Play – plays, monkey – monkeys

VII. Suffixes
A. Ful – suffix
Full – word
Ex. Powerful
B. Ly
Real-ly – really, skill-ful-ly – skillfully, final-ly – finally

You can turn your life
around, but you must
begin!

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
Do little things
as if
they were great.
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$
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“The world is not very much interested
In the storms you encountered at sea...
The Question is…
Did you bring your ship to port?”
--Anonymous
A choice of Weapons
Sticks and stones are hard on bones.
Aimed with angry art.
Words can sting like anything.
But silence breaks the heart.
--Phyllis McGinley
“The most involved fact in the world
could have been faced when it was
simple. The biggest problem in the
world could have been solved when it
was small.”
--Laotzu

Mr. Wenzel in 1975.

PARTS OF SPEECH
I.

There are eight different jobs a word can do; so there are eight
different names for words.
It is the use in the sentence that determines the part of speech of a
word.
Noun
verb
conjunction
pronoun
adverb
Interjection
adjective
preposition

II.

NOUN
A. Definition: A noun is a word that “names” a person, a place, a
thing, or an idea.
Ex. Person – Darlene, John
Place – Minneapolis
Thing – desk
Idea – love
Hint: a, an, or the usually appears before a noun.
B. List of noun suffixes
1. Ant, ian, or, er, ist
2. Y, ty, ity
3. Dom
4. Hood
5. Ance, ence, ion, tion, sion
6. Ness, ship, ment
7. Ess
8. Ee
9. Ism
10. Mania
11. Cracy
12. Phobia

III. Tests for a noun
A. Nouns can have a, an, or the in front.
B. Nouns can have plurals.
C. Nouns make sense with is or are.
Ex. The ball, the balls, the balls are
IV.

There are four kinds of nouns:
1. Proper noun – names particular things.
Proper nouns are always capitalized.
Ex. Jane (the girl)
2. Common nouns name ordinary things.
Ex. The cat
3. Abstract nouns name ideas, conditions or qualities.
Ex. The freedom, the democracy, an equality, an education
An opportunity, an illiteracy, a laziness
4. Collective nouns name a group of things thought of as one
unit.
Ex. Herd, flock, staff, faculty, army.
Hint: Usually singular.
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V.

The use in the sentence determines the part of speech of a word.
Ex. Noun 1. The house is old.
Adjective 2. The house cat died.

VI.

Nouns have gender. Gender means the sex of a word.
There are four genders.
A. Masculine gender – male
Ex. Man, father
B. Feminine gender – female
Ex. Girl, mother
C. Common gender – either male or female
Ex. Baby
D. Neuter gender – neutral
Ex. Stone

VII. Nouns of Addresses are nouns used in speaking directly to a person.
They are more often called direct address.
1. Here is your book, Molly.
2. Molly, here is your book.
3. Here, Molly, is your book.
VIII. An appositive is a noun set next to another noun to identify it
more.
A. Appositives help us to eliminate unnecessary words.
B. Appositives are usually set off by commas.
C. Appositives also are called nouns in apposition.
Ex. Rover is a poodle. He is very sick.
Rover, a poodle, is very sick.
I want you to meet Hilda. She is my aunt from Omaha.
I want you to meet Hilda, my aunt from Omaha.
IX.

Numbers of a noun means how many.
A. Singular – one
B. Plural – two or more

Nouns have two numbers.

X.

Pluralization is the act of making plurals.
PLURALIZATION RULES
1. Add “s” to the singular of most nouns – dogs
2. Add “es” to nouns ending in s, z, x, ch, sh (sibilants)
Ex. Boxes, churches, Joneses
3. Nouns ending in “y” preceded by a vowel, add “s.” – toys
4. Nouns ending in “y” preceded by a consonant, change “y” to “i” and
add “es.” - skies
5. Nouns ending in “o” add “s” or “es” ---A. Most musical terms add just “s”
-solos, sopranos, bongos, cellos, pianos, altos, concertos
B. Io and eo words usually add just “s”
-radios, rodeos, studios, ratios.
C. Most nouns will have to be memorized.
– vetoes, heroes, volcanoes, echoes, potatoes, tomatoes,
torpedoes, mottoes.
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6. Most nouns ending in “f” add “s.”
--chiefs, roofs, dwarfs, beliefs, proofs, griefs
7. Some nouns ending in “f” change “f” to “v” and add es.
Halves, calves, knives, lives, loaves, selves, shelves, thieves,
wives, wolves, scarves
8. Some words change the vowels or add “en.”
-oxen, children, louse - lice, mouse – mice, foot – feet, tooth –
teeth
9. A. In compound words, make plural the words which name the object.
--mothers-in-law, passers-by, editors-in-chief
B. A few compound words pluralize both words.
Man servant – men servants
C. Compound words with no nouns add “s” at the end.
mix-ups, forget-me-nots
10. Nouns ending in “ful” just add “s.”
Cupfuls, mouthfuls, armfuls
11. Some nouns have the same singular and plural forms.
Sheep, deer, elk, fowl, series, salmon, trout, corps, species
12. Make letters, signs, figures and words used as words plural by
adding apostrophe s. (’s)
A’s, t’s, g’s, 8’s, too many and’s
13. Many foreign words retain their foreign plurals. Memorize them
thoroughly.
1. Alumna – alumnae
2. Vertebra – vertebrae
3. Alumnus – alumni
4. Stimulus – stimuli
5. Bacterium – bacteria
6. Datum – data
7. Medium – media
8. Curriculum – curricula
9. Crisis – crises
10. Basis – bases
11. Parenthesis – parentheses
12. Analysis – analyses
13. Synopsis – synopses
14. Diagnosis – diagnoses
15. Phenomenon – phenomena
16. Criterion – criteria
POSSESSION OF NOUNS
I.

A possessive noun shows ownership.
Ex. Joe’s car (the car of Joe)
Joe – possessor
’s – possessive technique
Car – item being possessed

II.

Use the possessive if you can substitute the “of phrase”
Ex. Possessive 1. Month’s leave (the leave of a month.)
Not possessive 2. Months ago
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III. A noun may be possessive singular, or possessive plural.
A. Possessive singular – one person owns something.
B. Possessive plural – many people own something.
IV.

To make possessive singular.
1. Write the singular noun.
2. Add apostrophe “s.”
Ex. Boy’s skate (skate of boy)

V.

To make possessive plural.
1. Write the plural noun.
2. Look how the plural noun ends. If it ends in “s” merely add an
apostrophe. If it does not end in “s,” add apostrophe “s.”
Ex. Boys’ skates (skates of boys)
Men’s cars (cars of men)

VI.

For joint ownership only one apostrophe is needed.
Ex. Allyn and Bacon’s office is new.

VII. For separate ownership each possessor needs an apostrophe.
Ex. Brown’s and Smith’s stores stand side by side.
VIII. Sometimes the possessed object is understood.
Ex. Jerry’s car is newer than Jack’s. (car)
IX.

If the possessor is not human, use the “of phrase” rather than the
apostrophe.
Ex. Wings of the airplane.

X.

Do not confuse plurals with possession.
Ex. The five girls’ hats have feathers on them.
The five girls’ hats’ feathers were green.
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“Associate yourself with men of good
quality if you esteem your own
reputation; for it is better to be
alone than to be in bad company.”
--George Washington

“Do not bring me your successes;
They weaken me.
Bring me your problems;
They strengthen me.”
--Anonymous

Mr. Wenzel in 1976.

Disclaimer: It was my intension to transcribe these notes as accurately as possible
for the historical record. It was NOT my intent to offend anyone who may be
reading these notes. The following Pronoun Rules presented are accurate for the
mid to late 20th Century and have not been updated for today’s Politically Correct
climate. If this is a sensitive topic for you, please skip ahead to the next
section.
–Russell Jones

PRONOUN UNIT
I.

Definition – A pronoun substitutes for a noun. (“Pro” means for)
Ex. You are here.
You = Jim

II.

The noun for which the pronoun substitutes is called the antecedent.
Ex. Joe is tired. He is sleepy.
He – pronoun
Joe – antecedent

III. Value of Pronouns – pronouns keep a sentence from being awkward and
monotonous.
Ex. David said David would take David’s sling. (nouns)
David said he would take his sling.
Pronouns are links between sentences to provide coherence.
IV.

Pronoun Family: There are five kinds of pronouns.
1. Personal pronoun
2. Interrogative pronouns
3. Demonstrative pronoun
4. Relative pronoun
5. Indefinite pronoun
Personal Pronouns

I.

There are three persons in grammar
1. First person – Person speaking
2. Second person – person spoken to.
3. Third person – person spoken about.
Definition – A personal pronoun is a pronoun which shows by its
form whether is speaking, spoken to, or spoken about.
Personal Pronoun Chart

Person

Singular

Plural

1st

I

We

2nd

You

You

3rd

He, she, it

They

Others
Me, my, mine, us, our, ours (self)
You, yours (self, selves)
Him, his, her, hers, its them, their,
theirs (self)
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Indefinite Pronouns
I.

Indefinite Pronouns – are pronouns which do not point out very
clearly, not definite at all.

II.

Most indefinite pronouns are singular in number.
One
Somebody
Someone
Such

anybody
another
something everyone
everything either
each
*any

anyone
nobody
no one
*both

none
neither
nothing
*many

*all
*others
*some
*=plural

III. Rule: A pronoun must agree with its antecedent in person,
numbers and gender.
Ex. Everybody brought (his, her, their) book.
Third person
Singular number
Masculine gender

Each of the boys brought (his, her, their) book.
IV.

If the gender of a pronoun is not known, use the masculine
“his.” Do NOT say “his” or “her.”
Interrogative Pronouns
I.

Interrogative pronouns are pronouns which ask questions.

II.

They are: Who? Whom? Whose? Which? What?
Ex. Who is going?
Demonstrative Pronouns

I.

Demonstrative pronouns are pronouns that point out.
1. They are: this and that (singular)
2. These and those (plural)
Ex. This is sharp.
Relative Pronouns

I.

Relative pronouns connect, join, or relate a dependent clause to
a main clause.

II.

They are: who, whom, whose, that, which.
A. Who, whose, whom can have only people as antecedents.
B. Which, can have only animals and things as antecedents.
C. That, can have for antecedent all peoples, animals, and
things.

III. Illustration:
I know a man who is very rich.
Main Clause: I know a man.
Dependent clause: who is very rich
Relative pronoun: who
Antecedent: man (man is very rich)
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IV.

V.

Change into complex sentence by using a relative pronoun.
Ex. The car belongs to the boy.
The car  which is green belongs to the boy.
The difference between a relative pronoun and an interrogative
pronoun.
Ex. Interrogative: Who is going?
Relative: The boy who won is going.
Compound Personal Pronouns

I.

Compound Personal Pronouns are formed by adding self or selves to a
personal pronoun.
Ex. Myself, ourselves.
A. A Reflexive Pronoun reflects the meaning back to the subject.
Ex. Bill suggested the idea himself.
B. Intensive Pronoun intensifies (makes stronger) another word.
Intensive pronouns emphasize the antecedent immediately before
it. Ex. Bill himself suggested the idea.
Correct Pronoun Usage

I.

There are no such words as hisself, theirselves, and ourselfs.
Ex. Hisself – himself
Theirselves – themselves
Ourselfs – ourselves

II.

Do not use the double subject—don’t use both a noun and a pronoun as
one subject.
Ex. John he is my brother.

III. Courtesy demands we list ourselves last.
Ex. Wrong: Me and Dad went fishing.
Right: Dad and I went fishing.
IV.

Them is not a demonstrative pronoun.
Ex. Wrong: them are my shoes.
Right: Those are my shoes.

V.

Don’t use a reflexive pronoun for an ordinary pronoun.
Ex. Wrong: Joe and myself are going.
Right: Joe and I are going.

VI.

Don’t add the word here or there to a demonstrative pronoun.
Ex. This here book is good.

VII. If a pronoun has no definite antecedent, use the indefinite one not
you. Ex. In winter one should wear his overcoat.
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VIII.

A. Nouns use an apostrophe to show possession.
B. Personal pronouns show possession without an apostrophe.
C. Indefinite pronouns always use an apostrophe for possession
Ex. The boy’s book is new.
Ex. Where is its mother?
Ex. Everybody’s book is new.
Pronoun Reference

To avoid confusion for the reader, a pronoun must refer clearly to a
definite antecedent. Avoid a vague, ambiguous, or remote antecedent.
I.

Indefinite Reference (antecedent is not clear)
1. It is said on the radio that a bomb exploded.
The radio announcer said that a bomb exploded.
2. You can find the book if they will help you
One can find a book if the library will help him.
3. The noise was so loud you almost lost your hearing.
The noise was so loud one almost lost his hearing.

II.

Ambiguous Reference (could refer to one of several antecedents)
1. Take the wrapper off the book and give it to me.
Give me the wrapper off the book.
2. Jack told Sam that it was his turn.
Jack said, “Sam, it is your turn.”
3. Your trouble is in breathing, and I’ll put a stop to that.
I’ll put a stop to your breathing troubles.

III. Vague Reference (Confusion results when that, which, it, refer to
the entire preceding idea. Pronouns substitute for words not whole
sentences.)
1. The boys’ ball game went into extra innings. This made the boys
late for dinner.
The boys were late for dinner because of the extra innings in the
ball game.
IV.

Do not use the second for indefinite antecedents.
Ex. If one goes to Mexico, he should know some Spanish.
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Mr. Wenzel in 1977.

“Where you are is of no moment, but
only what you are doing there.”
--Petrarch
Italian poet
1304-1374

“What you want to be, you are now
becoming.”
--Anonymous

ADJECTIVE UNIT
I.

An adjective is a word that modifies a noun or a pronoun.
means to change.

II.

Adjectives modify by telling:
1) Which one?
2) What kind?
3) How many?
4) How much?
Ex. This car = which one?

To modify

Adj. noun

Ex. White horse = what kind?
Adj.

noun

Ex. Five birds = how many?
Adj.

noun

Ex. Enough money = how much?
Adj.

noun

Ex. Each one = which one?
Adj. pronoun

III. Test patterns for adjectives
Direct adjective 1. The red rose is nice.
(Most common, come directly before nouns)
Predicate adjective 2. The rose is red.
Appositive adjective 3. The rose, red and thorny is nice.
(Occasionally, for style, adjectives follow the noun.)
IV.

A, am, the, are called articles. We will call them adjectives.
A. The – definite article
B. A, an – indefinite articles

V.

Use an before words beginning with a vowel sound.
Ex. A peach
An apple
An honest man

VI.

Proper Adjectives are made from Proper Nouns, and they are also
capitalized.
Ex. Mexico – proper noun
new hat – plain adjective
Mexican hat – proper adjective

VII. Pronouns often become adjectives because the use in the sentence
determines the part of speech. They are called pronominal
adjectives.
Ex. 1. Pronoun: I gave it to her.
2. Adjective: I gave it to her friend.
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Personality Adjectives
1. Indolent – lazy
2. Callous – insensitive, hardened
3. Chic – stylish
4. Candid – frank, unbiased
5. Genial — cheerful
6. Malicious – hateful; evil.
7. Valiant – courageous, brave
8. Egotistic – conceit
9. Tactful – diplomatic
10. Arrogant – haughty
11. Punctual – prompt
12. Hypocritical – deceiving
13. Hypercritical – overly critical
14. Exotic – not native; strange
15. Winsome – pleasant and charming
16. Debonair – graceful, dashing
17. Uncouth – boorish, slob
18. Cultured – refined through education
19. Intolerant – bigoted, narrow minded
20. Altruistic – unselfishness
21. Vivacious – lively, peppy
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Taken from Glen Semanko’s, notebook
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Adjective Suffix Chart
Suffix
ous
less
able, ible
ly, ish
ive
ful
al
ic

Definition

Example

full of
free from
capable of, capable of being
like a
tending to
full of
pertaining to
resembling

poisonous
joyless
washable
fatherly
attractive
joyful
national
romantic

VIII. Nouns often become adjectives, depending upon their use in the
sentence.
Ex. Noun 1. Iron is a useful resource.
Adjective 2. Iron→ gates are heavy.
IX.

Adjective have three “Degrees of Comparison.”
A. Positive Degree – names the adjective.
B. Comparative Degree – compares two things.
C. Superlative Degree – compares three or more things.
Ex. Positive
1. This house is old.
Comparative 2. This house is older than our house.
Superlative 3. This is the oldest house on the block.

X.

Rules for making three “Degrees of Comparison”
1. To make the comparative degree:
A. Add “er” to short adjectives.
Ex. younger
B. Add “more” or “less” to long adjectives.
Ex. More brilliant
2. To make the superlative degree:
A. Add “est” to short adjectives
Ex. youngest
B. Add “most” or “least” to long adjectives.
Ex. Most brilliant
Positive
Old
Fat
Lazy
Wonderful

XI.

Comparative
older
fatter
lazier
more wonderful

Superlative
oldest
fattest
laziest
most wonderful

Some adjectives cannot be compared.
Complete, equal, monthly, every, yearly, daily, round, square, dead,
whole, perfect, unique.
NOTE:
Nearly round – more nearly round – most nearly round.
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XII. Some adjectives are compared irregularly: that is the comparisons
follow no rules.
1. Good – better – best
2. Bad – worse – worst
3. Little – less - least
4. Many – more - most
5. Much – more – most
6. Far – farther – farthest
(distance)
Further – furthest
XIII. Choosing Adjectives Wisely
A. Vivid = fresh, life – like.
B. Vague = hazy, fuzzy, not clear
C. Trite – dull because of over-use
Ex. I saw a keen television program (trite and vague)
1. Use only one, or two vivid, exact adjectives to add “picture making”
details. Avoid piling up adjectives. One truly concrete noun is
better than using adjectives.
2. Avoid trite, hackneyed adjectives as swell, dumb, cute, grand, keen,
cool, nice, big, wonderful, etc.
3. Appeal to as many senses as possible.
4. Use the dictionary or a book of synonyms to find vivid, fresh
adjectives.
XIV. Parallel Adjectives
When successive adjectives answer the same question, they are equal
in descriptive power. We could put AND between them. Such
adjectives are parallel and are separated by comma.
Ex. John is a courteous, ambitious boy.
`equal’
Bill has three, frisky dogs.
XV.

Avoid a double comparison
Don’t compare an adjective twice
Ex. My ink is more blacker than yours.

XVI. When comparing a thing with the rest of its kind, use the word other
and else.
Ex. New York City is larger than any other city in the United
States.
Adjective Usage Troubles
A. Use “each other” when referring to two people. Use “one another”
when referring to more than two.
Ex. The two boys helped each other.
The members of the family helped one another.
B. The phrase “kind of” and “sort of” should not be followed by “a.”
Ex. WRONG: What kind of a car is that?
CORRECT: What kind of car is that?
C. Use the phrase “different from” instead of “different than.”
Ex. WRONG: Your hat is different than mine.
CORRECT: Your hat is different from mine.
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D. The word than, not then, should be used to follow the comparative
degree.
Ex. Bill is older than I am.
E. Repeating the article before each noun or adjective indicates
separate items.
Ex. __1__ 1. A red and blue flag.
__2__ 2. A red and a blue flag.
F. Fewer indicates number; less indicates amount.
Ex. He has fewer errors than I have.
There was less noise today.
G. Use the phrase different from instead of different than.
Ex. My car is different from your car.
H. Use “this” and “that” before singular nouns. Use “these” and
“those” before plural nouns.
Ex. That, this →kind of apples.
These, those →kinds of apples.
XVII. Never use the before both.
Ex. I like the both of you.
XVIII.

Put the before United States.

XIX. Repeating the article before each noun or each adjective in a series
indicates separate persons.
Ex. I want a blue and a black Cadillac. (two cars)
I want a blue and black Cadillac. (one car)
XX.

Say a half or half a, but never a half a.
Ex. I spent half a day in the library.

XXI. Be careful that compound adjectives are hyphenated.
Ex. A four-ton truck
A two-month-old baby
A red-headed girl
XXII. Avoid adjectivitis…..the disease of using too many adjectives.
A. Omit the adjective if the noun already includes that idea.
Ex. Joe skated on the frozen ice.
B. Omit an emotional adjective if the noun already suggests that
emotion.
Ex. The lonely man was trapped by the cruel blizzard.
C. Where possible, replace a noun plus adjective with one single
vigorous, concrete noun.
Ex. We were caught in a heavy rainstorm.
We were caught in a downpour.
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Figures of Speech
I. Besides using vivid adjectives which “hit” the senses, another
description device is using figures of speech. Figures of speech
are comparisons.
a. Ex. I was sorry to see her go. When she had gone, it was like
the ceasing of exquisite music.
II.

There are many kinds of figures of speech.
a. SIMILE = States a comparison between unlike objects using “as”
and “like” between the unlike objects.
Ex. He ran like a frightened rabbit.
He ran as fast as a frightened rabbit.
B. Metaphor = Suggests a comparison; gives an object qualities of
some other unlike object. Often it uses “is” between the two
objects.
Ex. Ed is a meek little rabbit.
A soft breeze whispered to me.
C. Onomatopoeia = Words that imitates the sounds associated with
their meaning.
Ex. I could hear the sop-sop of his wet shoes.
An arrow whizzed past my ear. Hssht, squeak, whump, whoosh,
etc.

III. There is a word to describe trite, overworked expressions. Such
phrases are called clichés. Most clichés were once fresh, vivid
ways to express thoughts. But by “overuse,” they have become
battered and bruised – “You could have knocked me over with a
feather.” – This is a cliché. An “occasional” cliché in our talking
is all right. But do not lean on them. They are boring and
monotonous. Create new, crisp, original figures of speech.
Cliché – “fast as lightning”
Vivid – “swift as a spiraling sputnik”
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“Winning is a habit. Unfortunately, so is losing.
There is no room for second place. There is only one
place in my game and that is first place. I’ve never
known a man worth his salt who deep down in his heart
didn’t appreciate the grind, the discipline—there is
something in good men that yearns for discipline. A man’s
finest hour is that moment when he has worked his heart
out in a good cause and lies exhausted on the field of
battle, victorious.”
--Vince Lombardi
Green Bay Packers

~~~~}~~~~}~~~}~~~~~
Turn your scars
Into stars

“Only those who have the patience to
do simple things perfectly will
acquire the skill to do difficult
things easily.”
--Johann von Schiller

“Duty makes us do things well; but
love makes us do them beautifully.”
--Phillip Brooks

Mr. Wenzel in 1978.

VERB RECOGNITION UNIT
I.

II.

A verb is a word that expresses action or state of being.
The action may be physical or mental.
Physical action: snap, pointing, staring, walking, talking, run,
throw, turn, swim, blink, speak, catch.
Mental action: thinking, wonder, dream, believe, figure, decide,
memorize, hate, love, realize, believe, concentrate, calculate,
ponder, muse, compute, sulk, worry.
State of Being: is, are, am, was, were, be, been, being.
How to find verbs:
A. Is it action or state of being?
B. Can I put I, he, or they in front?
C. Does it have an ing form?

III. Often the main verb needs a helper or auxiliary verb to do the job.
These verbs together are considered as one verb and are called a
verb phrase.
Ex. Joe is painting the barn.
Painting – main verb {verb phrase}
{Verb Phrase}
Is – auxiliary verb
IV.

A.
B.
C.
D.

He
He
He
He

works hard.
is a boy.
is working.
has been sick.

V.

The following verbs are often used as auxiliaries.

Is
Am
Be
Are
Was
Been
Were
Being
VI.

Has
Had
Have

(Physical action)
(State of Being)
(Verb phrase, physical action)
(verb phrase, state of being)

Do
Did
Does

Can
Will
Shall
Could
Would
Should

Memorize them.

May
Must
Might

Often a verb is part of a contraction.
Ex. He’s taking a test.
You’ve gone early.
She’s happy.

VII. Verb suffixes
A. ize – to make, to do
B. fy – to make, to do
C. ate – to make, to do
D. ing – to continue
E. ed – past tense
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VIII. The parts of a verb phrase don’t always come together.
A. Turn questions into statements before finding the verb.
Ex. Have you seen my car?
You have seen my car.
B. Often adverbs separate a verb phrase. (not, never)
Ex. I will never go now.
I wouldn’t tell a lie.
IX.

The Value of Verbs:
Motion attracts and holds the eye. Motion adds life, zest,
vividness.
DULL: The snake went through the grass.
Lively: The snake slithered through the grass.

X.

Every sentence MUST have a verb.

XI.

To run, to see, are NOT verbs.

They are called infinitives.

Don’t confuse
JOY with EASY
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UNDERSTANDING THE NOVEL
I.

Plot
A.
B.
C.
D.

Plot is what “is happening” between the characters.
We must be able, first of all, to outline the entire story.
Then, secondly, we must know why each event takes place.
Thirdly, we must be aware of improbabilities, chance, illogical
sequence, contrary to life situations. We should test the plot for
verisimilitude.

II.

Setting
1. Setting is the time and place of the plot.
2. Sometimes the time and place are made obvious by the author.
3. When the time and place are not made obvious, the reader must make
correct inferences from clues in the book.
4. Setting often extends beyond time and place to include:
A. Social background
B. Religious background
C. Occupational background
D. Educational background
5. Setting often determines the course of events, and events often
determine many factors of the setting.

III.

Characters
1. Characters are the persons who act or acted upon in a novel.
2. Creating a character is called Characterization.
3. A character that is characterized well is multi-dimensional, not
flat.
4.
Characters serve to carry the author’s theme.
*
5. One must use clues to understand a character.
a. Character’s dress
b. Character’s action, especially during stress.
c. Character’s conversation
d. What others say about the character
e. What the author says directly about the character.

* 6. We must recognize and understand CHANGE in character.

When experience changes the attitudes that characters have about
life, the reader should be able to serve these changes, recognize
contributing factors, and make sound inferences about the
importance of these changes.

* 7. We must recognize the verisimilitude in the author’s treatment of
the characters.
The reader should be able to judge whether the author creates a
high level of truth in presenting characters. The reader may
have to decide whether exceptional or out-of-the-ordinary actions
or quality are still within the range of probability.
8. The reader should consider how his contact with characters in the
novel has increased his understanding of people as individuals and
as members of society.

The reader should receive an increased social sensitivity.
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IV.

Theme
A. Theme is the controlling idea or general truth the author is trying to
present; it is the statement he makes about a topic.
Example – If the novel is about love (topic) what the author says
about it is the theme or theme statement. For example, the author
might conclude that love is cruel, or love is the source of all
sorrows.
B. An expository theme is a written paper that explains or proves an opinion,
a feeling, or an idea.
C. A theme paragraph always begins with a topic sentence. This first
sentence announces what the whole paragraph will be about.
D. Unity
A. Sticking to one main topic insures a necessary paragraph quality
known as unity.
B. In a unified paragraph all developing details are closely related
to the main topic, you break unity.
E. The characters act out of the theme by what they say; for what they do,
especially in a crisis.
F. Theme is what the characters learn from their experience about life and
the human conditions.
G. Themes are either topical or universal.
1. A topical theme can apply only to this time and this place and to the
precise set of circumstances.
2. A universal theme applies to all people in all ages and in all places.
Universal themes concern themselves with the man’s continuing concerns
about birth, death, life, love, anger, hate, fear, ambition, human
relationships and more intimate family relationships.
H. The reader should be able to make inferences about the author’s attitude
toward life from his treatment of the theme. Most mature novels are not
concerned with events as events, but use them to generalize about life
(this turns out to be the theme.)
I. The reader should also be able to distinguish a strong, adequate treatment
of theme from one that is flimsy and weak.
J. The reader should be able to make some judgments about the way in which
his understanding of the theme in the novel has added to his knowledge
about life and to his personal sense of values with man’s continuing
concerns about birth, death, life, love, anger, hate, fear, ambition,
human relationships, and more intimate family relationships.
K. Literature is news that STAYS news. The word novel means news. What a
great novel has to say will be fresh for generations, for the great
novelist is concerned with the mind and the heart of man.
L. The only standard to judge a novel is to ask, “Does this book raise
mankind to higher levels of life?”
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M. 1.
2.
3.
4.
V.

Characters cause events.
Events influence characters.
Setting conditions influence characters and events.
A skillful author blends all of these to convey to us an important idea
called THEME.

Seven Principals in writing a theme
1. A theme sentence must be expressed in the form of a complete sentence.
(S – P)

2. Theme must be stated as a generalization about life and the human
condition.
3. We must be careful not to make this generalization larger than is
justified by this story.
4. Theme unifies the story. It “runs through” the entire story.
5. We should avoid any statement which reduces the theme to some familiar
cliché.
6. Theme should be stated in the present tense.
7. A good novel may have several themes.
Steps – “Wenzel Crutch”
A. The author made me realize that: Maria suffered for her greed.
B. ---Drop the crutch---Maria suffered for her greed.
C. ---Make it universal---One suffers for his greed.
VI.

Style
A. Style is the author’s technique of writing.
B. Style is the way in which an author expresses his thoughts in writing.
C. When one considers style, one talks about the following:
1. Sentence structure – simple, complex, complicated
2. Sentence length – short, choppy, long
3. Diction – kind of word choices
4. Punctuation – does he use it or is there a lack of it?
5. Imagery – symbols, similes, metaphors, concreteness.
6. Originality – does he stay strictly within the standard, usual rules of
writing; or does he use words in a highly individualistic way so that
his reader wonders why the thought had never appeared to him that way?
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“Nothing is so fatal to character as
half-finished tasks.”
--David Lloyd George

“In all things it is better to hope
than to despair.”
--Goethe

“In gratitude for your own good fortune,
you must render in return some sacrifice
of your life for other life.”

--Alsatian 1875-1965
Physician, philosopher,
musician.

ADVERB, INTERJECTION, CONJUNCTION AND PREPOSITION
I. Adverb
A. An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or
another adverb.
B. An adverb modifies by telling: how?, when?, where?, why?, to
what degree?.
---How
How?_____________1. She danced gracefully.
When----

When?____________2. Yesterday I studied.
Where-----

Where?___________3. There she comes.
----Why---------
why?_____________4. Therefore, I did not go.
Degree

To what degree?__5. John sang too loudly.
-----How---
Modifies the verb “left”_____ 1. He left the room quickly.
Degree-

Modifies the adverb “hard”___ 2. Bill studied very hard.
Degree

Modifies the adjective “tall” 3. A very tall man arrived.
C. Many adverbs end in “ly.” However, the part of speech is
determined by the use in the sentence.
Ex. I did daily lessons daily.
Adjective

adverb

D. Some words are usually adverbs:
1. Very
4. Not
7. There
2. Too
5. then
3. Never
6. Here
E. Adverb hints:
1. Adverbs often end in ly.
2. Pattern: “He did the work ____?____”
3. Adverbs may be modified by very or too. (too quickly)
4. Adverbs are movable within the sentence.
F. Adverb Placement – For variety, emphasis, and change of
meaning.
1. Beginning of the Sentence: Slowly the sun was climbing in
the heavens.
2. Before the verb: The sun slowly was climbing in the
heavens.
3. After the verb at the end of the sentence: The sun was
climbing slowly in the heavens.
4. Between part of a verb phrase: The sun was slowly climbing
in the heavens.
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G. Place modifiers as close as possible to the words they modify.
Make your sentences mean exactly what they mean. Watch out
for only, nearly, almost, and just.
Ex. WRONG: I only took one piece of candy.
CORRECT: I took only one piece of candy.
WRONG: Dad enjoys a strong cup of coffee.
CORRECT: Dad enjoys a cup of strong coffee.
H. “Ly” words – adverbs or adjectives?
Ex. Kindly man = adjective; tells “what kind” of man.
Poorly done = adverb; tells “how” done.
I. Redundant Adverbs
A. Omit adverbs if the modified verb already includes that
meaning.
Ex. Tom stuttered hesitantly. (redundant)
B. Avoid the “very habit.” Over-use has destroyed the
effectiveness of very.
Ex. That’s a very fine job.
C. Beware of real ---- it is an adjective. Use really if you
need an adverb.
Ex. That’s a real good story.
really

D. If at all possible, replace a verb and its adverb with a
single forceful verb.
Ex. The rickety ladders shook uncertainly and fell.
The rickety ladder quivered and fell.
J. Adverbs have Degrees of Comparison just like adjectives.
Adjectives: easy
easier
easiest
Adverbs: easily
more easily
most easily
K. Do not use a “double negative” – never use two negatives in
one sentence.
A negative is a “no” word. Most negatives begin with “n.”
No
Not
n’t
never

Common Negatives
none
*Scarcely
nobody
*hardly
nothing
*only
*but (only)

Ex. Joe doesn’t know nothing about math.
Joe doesn’t know anything about math.
No, I don’t know.
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L.

Adjective
Good
Some
Most
Real
Safe
Bad
Sure
Indolent

Or

Adverb
well
somewhat
almost
really
safely
badly
surely
indolently

Examples:
1. I cannot write (good, well).
Adverb, “well” tells “how” can write (verb)
2. This is (real, really) good cake.
Adverb “really” tells “to what degree” (adjective)
3. It (sure, surely) is nice today.
Adverb, “surely” tells “to what degree” is (verb)
Vivid Adverbs
1. Inadvertently – in an unintentional manner.
2. Adroitly – in a skillful manner.
3. Ostentatiously – in a very “showy” manner.
4. Sacrilegiously – in an irreverent manner.
5. Succinctly – in a very terse manner (refers to speech)
6. Indiscreetly – rash; in a manner showing lack of good judgement.
7. Dubiously – in a doubtful manner.
8. Flagrantly – in a glaring bad manner.
9. Frugally – in a very thrifty manner.
10. Belligerently - in a hostile, warlike manner.
11. Insidiously – in a manner intending to entrap; treacherous.

Conjunctions
Junc = join
Con = with, together
Tion = act of
I. A conjunction is a word that connects words, phrases, or clauses.
Ex. Words 1. Jane and Bill will go.
Phrases 2. You may go to the store or to the library.
Clauses 3. John went home, but Mary stayed here.
II. There are three kinds of conjunctions.
A. Coordinating conjunction – connects items of EQUAL value.
1. They are: and, but, or, nor, for.
Ex. Mary and John ran and played.
2. Each coordinating conjunction has a specific function.
And = addition in thought.
But = opposition or contrast.
Or = gives a choice.
Nor = rejects both sides (it’s a negative)
For = give a reason or proof.
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3. Use a comma before a coordinating conjunction if they connect
main clauses
B. Subordinating conjunction – connects items of UNEQUAL value,
such as a main clause (sentence) and a dependent clause.
Ex. I didn’t go because
I was sick.
Main clause

after
although
as
in order that
as long as

subordinating

dependent clause

because
before
if
until
whenever

than
though
unless
when
as though

whether
while
as if
so that
since

Ex. Because I was sick, I didn’t go.
C. Correlative Conjunctions go in pairs.
pairs.
Either ------ or
Neither ----- nor
Not only ---- but also
Both -------- and

Never separate these

Ex. Conjunctive 1. Neither John nor Pete went.
Adjective
2. Neither boy went.
Pronoun
3. Neither went.
“Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm.”

Interjections
I. An interjection is a word thrown into a sentence to express
strong feeling. Interjections are usually followed by an
exclamation point, although a mild interjection may be followed
by a comma.
Ex. Extreme 1. Heavens! What a mess!
Average 2. Oh! You better go.
Mild
3. Oh, you may go.

♩

♪

♫♬

♫
Those who wish
♪
♫
To sing
♪
Always find
♩
♩
A song.
♬
♬
♩ ♬
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Prepositions
Pre – before
I. Definition – A preposition is a word used to show the
relationship of a noun or pronoun to some other word in the
sentence.
Ex. Joe ran around the tree.
II. Common Prepositions
About
Above
Across
After
Against
Along
Among
Around
At

before
behind
below
beneath
beside
between
beyond
by
**but (except)
Concerning

despite
down
during
except
for
from
in
inside
into
like
Near

of
off
on
outside
over
past
since
through
throughout

to
toward
under
until
up
upon
with
within
without

III. The first noun or pronoun which follows the preposition is called
the “object of the preposition.”
Ex. I went to the fair.
To = preposition.
Fair = object of the preposition.
IV.

The preposition, its object, and its modifiers (if any) make up
the prepositional phrase.
Ex. He leaned against the iron gate.
Against – preposition
The –
Iron – modifiers
Gate – object of the preposition.

V.

Objects of prepositions maybe compound.
According to
Ahead of
Apart from
Because of
By means of
Ex. He waved to

VI.

by way of
instead of
in front of
on account of
in regard to
out of
in reference to up to
in spite of
with respect to
Joe and me.

To run – infinitive
To school – preposition phrase

VII. Adverb or Preposition?
A preposition must have an object. Only nouns or pronouns may be
objects. Adverbs never have objects. They answer the five
questions: how?, when?, where?, why?, to what degree?
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Ex. Preposition 1. He walked along the road. (its object is road)
Adverb 2. He walked along whistling merrily.
(tells “where” walked, (verb))

Correct Preposition Usage
A. In – inside of
Into – going inside of
Ex. The boy jumped into the pool.
The boy is in the pool.
B. Off – away from
Don’t use “off of” together.
Ex. He fell off of the roof.
C. Beside – next to
Besides – in addition to
Ex. I sat beside Joe.
There were two boys besides Joe.
D. At – presence in
To – toward a certain place
Ex. We were at the movies.
We went to the movies.
E. Use different from, not different than.
Ex. He was different (from his brother).
We need a preposition in this sentence, not a
subordinating conjunction.
F. Among – used for three or more
Between – used for two
Ex. I shot the bear between the eyes.
I divided the candy among the six boys.
G. Try not to end a sentence with a preposition.
Ex. Where were you at?
Where are you going to?
Incorrect Who are you doing it for?
Correct For whom are you doing it?
H. In a question, do not put part of the prepositional phrase at
the end and part at the beginning.
Wrong: Whom are you giving it to?
Correct: To whom are you giving it?
I. Don’t confuse from with off.
Ex. He borrowed the money from me.
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Same word used as different part of speech
1. He paid the fine willingly. (noun names the “thing” he paid.)
2. He is a fine gentleman. (tells “what kind” of gentleman
(adjective))
3. The librarian will fine you $1.00. (Verb shows physical
action.)

“Parts of Speech” in a Nutshell
1. Noun – A noun is a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea.
2. Pronoun – A pronoun is a word that substitutes for a noun.
3. Adjective – An adjective is a word that modifies a noun or a
pronoun. (Which one? What kind? How many? How much?)
4. Verb – A verb is a word that expresses action, or state of being.
5. Adverb – An adverb is a word that modifies a verb, an adjective, or
another adverb. (How? When? Where? Why? To what degree?)
6. Conjunction – A conjunction is a word that connects words, phrases,
or clauses.
7. Interjection – An interjection is a word thrown into a sentence to
express strong feeling.
8. Preposition – A preposition is a word used to show the relationship
of a noun or pronoun to some other word in the sentence.

END OF SECOND QUARTER
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Today I will….
Breathe deeply,
Walk confidently,
Plan prayerfully,
Study purposefully,
Listen attentively,
Speak gently,
Smile radiantly,
Work joyously,
Give unhesitatingly,
Receive gratefully,
Serve cheerfully,
Play enthusiastically,
Eat sensibly,
Love unreservedly,
Live victoriously.

“There is nothing noble in being
superior to some other man. True
nobility is being superior to your
previous self.”
--Anonymous
“Where you are is of no moment, but
only what you are doing there.”
--Petrarch
“In all things it is better to hope
than to despair.”
--Goethe
“In gratitude for your own good
fortune, you must render in return
some sacrifice of your life for other
life.”
--Albert Schweitzer

Remember, you
are loved!

SUBJECT – PREDICATE UNIT
Parts of the Sentence (Part 1)
I. The two most important parts of a sentence are the subject and
the predicate.
A. The subject is “what we are talking about.”
B. The predicate “tells something about the subject.”
The predicate tells what the subject is or does.
II.

METHOD
1. Find the verb. The answer is the predicate.
2. Then ask “who” or “what” BEFORE the verb. The answer is
the subject.

III. The predicate is always a verb. The subject must be a noun or
a pronoun.
Ex. Sam grows apples in his garden.
Simple predicate – grows
Simple subject
- Sam
In 1942, there was a celebration in Japan.
Predicate – was
Subject
- celebration
IV.

Review the “Verb Unit”
State of being – is, are, am, was, were, be, been, being
Auxiliary verbs:
Is
has
Are
have
Am
had
Was
Were
Be
Been
Being

do
did
does

shall
should

may
might
must

will
would
can
could

How to find verbs
A. Is it action or state of being?
B. Can I put I or he in front?
C. Does it have the “ing” form?
Restatement
Ex. How did he do it?
He did do it how?
V.

He worked very hard.
Did he work very hard?

Always turn question into statements before analyzing.
Ex. Have you seen a circus recently?
You have seen a circus recently.

63

VI.

In most commands or requests the subject “you” is left out.
We call it you understood.
Ex. Divide the candy evenly.
Predicate = divide
Subject = (you)

VII. There and here are adverbs – NEVER subjects!
For ease, drop the there and here and move the verb to where
it makes sense.
Ex. There are ten desks in the room.
Ten desks are in the room there.
VIII. Subjects are never found in a prepositional phrase.
out the phrase before analyzing.
Ex. Two (of the answers) are wrong.

Strike

IX.

Two or more subjects or predicates connected by and, but, or,
nor, for, are called compound subjects or compound predicate.
Ex. Compound subject 1. Father and son played together.
Compound predicate 2. Father played and studied baseball.
Simple subject
3. John Brown ate the pie.
Simple predicate 4. He is going home.

X.

The simple subject with all its modifiers is called the
complete subject.
The simple predicate with all its modifiers is called the
complete predicate.
Ex. Big black Rover|ran along my heels.
The pin with the pearl on it|belongs to my grandmother.

XI.

Sentence Order. The subject usually comes before the
predicate. This is called normal order. Often, however, the
predicate or part of the predicate precedes the subject. This
is inverted order.
Ex. Normal 1. The ball sailed down the street.
Inverted 2. Down the street sailed the ball.
Inverted 3. Have you been waiting for me?
Normal 4. You have been waiting for me.
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XII. We use inverted order to vary our sentences,
avoid monotony, or to emphasize a certain element.
Ex. Normal 1. The soldiers marched up the street.
Inverted 2. Up the street marched the soldiers.
XIII. A sentence is a group of words having a subject and a
predicate and a complete thought.
1. A piece of a sentence is called a sentence fragment.
2. A sentence can tell, ask, or command.
a. See you (in the morning).
Fragment/no subject

b. Edison (in our district) (for many years).
Fragment/no predicate

c. Because he came (into the room).
Fragment/no complete thought.
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NOUN VOCABULARY
1. Conjecture

a guess

2. Proximity

nearness

3. Deluge

a flood; a downpour

4. Derision

ridicule

5. Novice

a beginner

6. Impediment

a hindrance, an obstruction

7. Fiasco

a disgraceful failure

8. Chaos

great confusion; disorder

9. Anecdote

a very short story

10. Discretion

good judgment

11. Avarice

greed for wealth

12. Malady

an illness; a sickness

13. Conflagration

an extensive fire

14. Apathy

indifference (a “don’t-care” attitude)

15. Penury

extreme poverty
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Does it really hurt?
I.

What is adolescence?
A. An adolescent or teenager is in the “in-between period,” –
no child, yet not adult – “no man’s man.”
B. A teenager is thus steadily moving toward maturity.

II.

How is maturity achieved?
A. By assuming responsibilities which adults have.
B. By learning to make responsible choices and then taking the
consequences for these choices.

III. What are the problem areas?
A. Family status problem.
B. School problems
C. Social problems
D. Economic problems
E. Career problems
F. Self-adjustment problems.
“A person is mature if he has ambitions that are worthy, fixed and
realistic, and if he’s working intelligently and independently to achieve
them.”
An honest look at our chief pleasures will tell you how mature you are: what
you read voluntarily, what you spend your money for, what you think about,
how you spend your free time.
“People who continually avoid responsibility including the responsibility of
saying “NO” sometimes ----- are really refusing to grow up.”
Tactless and inconsiderate behavior is nothing more than immaturity seeking
expression. It is an unconscious effort to conceal an inferiority or an
inadequacy. A mature person need not be little in order to make himself an
equal. He has the sense of adequacy within himself. He needs no false
props to bolster his sense of importance.
“When does a boy become a man? When you no longer feel the necessity to
prove to your friends, to the world, or to yourself that you are a man, then
you will have become one.”
--Henry Gregor Felsen
“This is maturity: To be able to stick with a job until it’s finished: to be
able to bear an injustice without wanting to get even; to be able to carry
money without spending it; and to do one’s duty without being supervised.”
_______________
_______________
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Mr. Wenzel in 1980.

“I mean to make myself a man; and if I
succeed in that, I shall succeed in
everything else.”
--James A. Garfield
1831-1881
American President (20th)

“The purpose of life is not to be
happy – but to matter, to be useful,
to have it make some difference that
you lived at all.”
--Leo Rosten

“Habit is a cable. We weave a thread
of it each day until at last we cannot
break it.”
--Horace Mann

AGREEMENT UNIT
I.

II.

The predicate (verb) must match (agree with) the subject in
number. (Number refers to singular and plural). If the
subject is singular the predicate must be singular; if the
subject is plural, the predicate must be plural. This is
called “agreement.”
A. A noun ending
B. A verb ending
C. Test the verb
plural before

in “s” is plural.
in “s” is singular.
by third person singular or third person
it. (he, she, it, they)

III. METHOD for subject – predicate agreement
1. Take the subject.
2. Is it singular or plural.
3. Make the predicate agree in number.
Ex. The boy (ask, asks) many questions
Boy – singular
Asks – singular
The children (eat, eats) little every morning.
Children – plural
Eat – plural
IV.

You ALWAYS takes a plural verb.
Ex. You (was, were) absent (wasn’t, weren’t) you.
Plural

V.

plural

plural

plural

Remember that most indefinite pronouns are singular.
One
Anyone
Nothing
Such

anybody
somebody
no one
each

everything
something
neither
none

neither
everyone
wither
someone
(*=Plural)

another
nobody
such

*many
*both
*all
*some
*other
*any

Ex. Neither (has, have) gone yet.
Singular

VI.

Singular

A prepositional phrase after the subject may fool you. Play
safely and cross out prepositional phrases before making
agreement.
Ex. A thick tangle of vines (cover – covers) the wall.

VII. Agreement in inverted sentences needs special attention.
Ex. Around the corner (stand, stands) five big trees.
There’s (is, are) a few minutes left.
Expletive

VIII. A compound subject joined by and takes a plural verb. Unless
the compound subject is thought of as one idea.
Separate
1. Ham and eggs (are, is) costly items.
One thought
2. Ham and eggs (are, is) my favorite meal.
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IX.

Singular subjects connected by or – nor take a singular verb.
Ex. Either Joe or Sam (is, are) absent.

X.

Plural subjects joined by or – nor require a plural verb.
Ex. Either the boys or the girls (is, are) going.

XI.

When or or nor connects subjects of different numbers, make
the verb agree with the nearer subject. Beware of inversion.
Ex. Either the boys or Jane (is, are) going.

XII. If singular subjects joined by and are modified by each,
every, a singular verb is needed.
Ex. Every boy and girl (is, are) responsible.
XIII. Some, all most, are singular when they refer to quantity, but
plural if they refer to number.
Ex. Quantity 1. Some (of the meat) (is, are) spoiled.
Number 2. Some (of the boys) (is, are) lost.
XIV. With nouns that describe an amount of number, use a singular
verb when the subject is regarded as one unit.
Ex. Ten dollars (is, are) too much to pay.
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“Art is a lie that enables us to
realize the truth.”
--Picasso
1881-1973
Spanish painter & sculptor

“Before the gates of excellence the
high gods have placed sweat. Long is
the road thereto and steep and rough
at the first, but when the height is
won, then is there ease.”
--Plato

“The man who lets himself be bored is
even more contemptible than the bore.”
--Samuel Butler

Mr. Wenzel in 1981.

COMPLEMENT UNIT
The main parts of the sentence are the subject and the predicate.
Most sentences have another important part called the complement. A
complement is a completer. A complement completes the meaning of the
sentence.
Ex. Don broke ____?____.
Don broke a dish. (Dish is a complement.)
There are two kinds of complement:
A. Two objective complements.
B. Two subjective complements.
Direct Object
I. Direct objects receive the action of the verb directly.
A. A direct object is always a noun or pronoun.
B. A direct object answers What? Or Whom? AFTER the verb.
C. METHOD
1. Find the subject and the predicate.
2. Then ask what or whom after the verb.
Ex. (Action Verb) – Joe raises rabbits (on his farm).
Direct Object

II. A direct object may be compound.
Ex. (Action Verb) – Sue sews shirts and skirts (for sale).
Compound:

Direct Object

Direct Object

III. Only action verbs have direct objects.
Indirect object
I. Indirect objects receive the action of the verb indirectly.
A. The indirect object comes between the verb and the direct
object.
B. The indirect object tells to whom or for whom the action is
done.
C. The indirect object receives what the direct objects names.
D. METHOD
1. Find the subject, predicate and the direct object.
2. Then ask to whom or for whom AFTER the verb.
(Action Verb) – 1. I gave Joe some money (for candy).
Indirect ^ Object

(Action Verb) – 2. Mother baked

Direct ^ Object

Mary and

Indirect ^ Object

I.

me a

Indirect ^ Object

cake.
Direct ^ Object

There can be no indirect objects without a direct object.
(↓understood↓)

II.

The words to and for must be elliptical to have direct
objects. If they are expressed they become prepositions.
(Action Verb) – 1. He left his fortune (to his son).
Direct Object

(Action Verb) – 2. He left his son his fortune.
Indirect ^ Object

Direct ^ Object
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He left his son his entire fortune.
Indirect ^ Object

He|

Direct ^ Object

left | fortune

son

Predicate Nominative
I.

A predicate nominative is a noun or a pronoun in the predicate
which means the same thing as the subject.
A. A predicate nominative MUST follow a linking verb.
Linking Verbs
To Be
Is
Are
Was
Were
Be
Been
Being

Senses
*look
*feel
*sound
taste
smell

Brags
become
remain
appear
grow
seem

Linking verbs with helpers.
Ex. Has been
Shall be
Did appear
Action verb phrase – I was going home.
State of being verb – I was a bum (in the play).
B. METHOD
1. Does it follow a linking verb?
2. Does it mean the same thing as the subject?
3. Can I turn the sentence around?
Ex. Linking Verb – Mary is my sister (from Detroit).
Predicate ^ Nominative
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Modifiers in The Predicate
I.

Some verbs may be either action or linking.
Ex. Action 1. Jim grows carrots in his garden.
Linking 2. The tomatoes grew well.

II.

Action verbs need adverbs, telling “in what manner the action
was performed.”

III. Linking verbs need predicate adjectives, describing the
subject.
Predicate Adjective
I.

A predicate adjective is an adjective found in the predicate
which modifies the subject.
A. A predicate adjective always follows a linking verb.
B. METHOD
1. Does if follow a linking verb?
2. Could I put it before the subject?
Ex. Linking Verb – The baby looks sleepy (in her crib).
Predicate ^ Adjective

II.

Summary of Complements
A. Action verbs take direct objects and indirect objects.
(Objective complements)
B. Linking verbs take predicate nominative and predicate
adjectives. (subjective complements)
Correct Predicate Adjective Usage

I.

Use adverbs to modify action verbs, telling how the action is
done.

II.

Use predicate adjectives after linking verbs to modify the
subject.
Linking Verb – 1. The cream tasted (bitter, bitterly).
Predicate Adjective “bitter cream”
Action Verb – 2. Joe tasted the cream (careful, carefully).
Adverb tells “how” tasted
Linking Verb – 3. The menu sounds (good, well).
Predicate Verb tells “how” sounds
Action Verb - 4. The man cooks (good, well).
Adverb tells “how” cooks

III. Sentence parts of a noun
A noun may be used as six sentence parts.
1. Subject
Ex. Henry is my brother.
2. Predicate nominative
Ex. The boy on the stage is Henry.
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3. Appositive
Ex. The boy, Henry Smith, is a good actor.
4. Direct object
Ex. I called Henry.
5. Indirect object
Ex. I gave Henry the book.
6. Object of the preposition
Ex. I gave the book to Henry.

Noun Vocabulary
1. Enigma – anything hard to understand or explain; a puzzle.
2. Arbiter – a judge; an umpire
3. Elite – a highly select group
4. Mementos – souvenirs
5. Replica – a very good copy of something; a reproduction; a duplicate
6. Denizen – an inhabitant
7. Profusion – abundance
8. Iniquity – wickedness; sin
9. Audacity – boldness
10. Mandate – an order; a command from the people (citizens)
11. Debris – rubble left after a disaster
12. Bias – prejudice
13. Adulation – servile flattery
14. Gourmet – a connoisseur in eating and drinking
15. Connoisseur – a person who is competent to judge critically in
manners of art, tastes, music, literature, etc.

Every man’s work is a
portrait of himself.
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HOW TO BE ALWAYS HAPPY
1. Keep looking at what you have left,
Not at what you have lost.
2. Keep looking at the good times you’ve had,
Not at the bad times.
3. Keep looking for the rainbow. There always is one
even though you can’t see it yet.

“Concentrate all your thoughts upon
the work in hand. The sun’s rays do
not burn until brought to a focus.”
--Alexander G. Bell.
“The world is not very much interested
in the storms you encountered at sea….
The question is….
Did you bring your ship to port?”
--Anonymous
“What do we live for if it is not to
make life less difficult for each
other?”
--George Eliot
1819-1880
English novelist

Mr. Wenzel in 1982.

PHRASES AND CLAUSES
I.

II.

A phrase is a group of words which do not have a subject or a
predicate. A phrase may be used as a single part of speech.
Ex. Verb phrase
1. I have been selected.
Prepositional phrase 2. The house on the hill is new.
To go = infinitive the sign of the infinitive
To the barn = propositional phrase

III. A prepositional phrase is a modifier and therefore may be used
as an adjective or an adverb.
A. Adjectival prepositional phrase
B. Adverbial prepositional phrase
IV.

Adjective tell: Which one?
What kind?
How many?
How much?

V.
Illustration of adjectival modifiers:
Direct adjective
1. The peppy boy got hurt.
Predicate adjective
2. The boy was peppy.
Adjectival prepositional phrase 3. The boy with the pep got hurt.
VI.

Adverbial prepositional phrases answer five questions.
How? When? Where? Why? To what degree?
They modify verbs, adjective or another adverb.
------Ex. When?
1. I will go in the afternoon.
Where?
2. Come into the room.
-Why?
3. He works for money.
-----------How?
4. He did the lesson with patience.
-To what Degree 5. We drove west for miles.
When?
Modifies the verb worked
A. He worked at night.
Where?
Modifies the adjective angry B. She is angry at me.
When?
Modifies the adverb early
C. They scored early in the game.
VII. Adjectival or Adverbial?
Tickets (for the play) are sold (at the window).
Adjectival
adverbial
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Clauses
I.

II.

A clause is a group of words which do have a subject and
predicate combination.
Prepositional phrase 1. I left after lunch.
Clause
2. I left after lunch was served.
There are two kinds of clauses:
A. A clause which expresses a complete thought and can stand
by itself as a sentence is called a main clause or an
independent clause. Another name for a main clause is a
simple sentence.
We attended the game.
B. A clause that does not express a complete thought and
cannot stand by itself as a sentence is called a dependent
clause or a subordinate clause.
This is the book (which he gave me).
The girl (that I mean) called to me.

III. A careful writer places his modifiers as close as possible to
the words they modify. Position is important.
The man saw a bird with binoculars.
The man with binoculars saw a bird.
IV.

There are three kinds of dependent clauses:
A. Adjectival dependent clause
B. Adverbial dependent clause
C. Noun dependent clause

1. Adjectival Dependent Clause
A. They modify nouns or pronouns.
(Which one? What kind? How many? How much?)
B. They began with relative pronouns.
(who, whose, whom, that, which)
Ex. Direct adjective
1. He used an iron magnet.
Adjectival prepositional phrase 2. He used a magnet of iron.
Adjectival dependent clause
3. He used a magnet which was made of iron.
BREAKDOWN
1. This is the school (that I attended).
A. That is a relative pronoun.
B. School is its antecedent.
C. “School that I attend.”
D. I attend school. – that = direct object.
2. He is a boy (in whom I place much trust).
A. Whom is a relative pronoun
B. Boy is its antecedent
C. “In boy I place much trust.”
D. Whom – object of preposition.
3. This is the man (whose father I fear).
A. Whose = relative pronoun
B. Man = antecedent
C. “man’s father I fear.”
D. Possessive
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4. Sometimes the relative pronoun is omitted.
Ex. That is the bike| I want.
Which

V.

Sometimes the relative pronoun is elliptical – not
recommended.
This is the bike I want.
This is the bike which I want.

VI.

Relative pronouns refer to special antecedents.
A. Who, whose, whom, refer to people
B. Which refers to animals or things.
C. That refers to people, animals or things.

VII. Who, whose, whom have different uses within the sentence.
A. Who is nominative, use for subjects.
B. Whom is objective, use for any objects.
C. Whose is possessive, use to show ownership.
Direct Object 1. The new boy (whom everyone likes) is Joe.
Subject 2. The boy (who studies) wins honors.
Object of Preposition 3. The person (to whom I called) is Joe.
Possessive 4. The girl (whose book is lost) is crying.
VIII. Punctuating Adjectival Clauses
For punctuation purposes there are two kinds of adjectival
clauses:
1. Restrictive adjectival dependent clause (essential)
2. Nonrestrictive adjectival dependent clause (non-essential)
A. A restrictive adjectival clause is necessary to the meaning of
the sentence and cannot be removed without changing the
sentence meaning. Do not put commas around it.
B. A nonrestrictive adjectival clause is not necessary to the
sentence meaning and thus can be removed without changes
sentence meaning. Put commas around the clause.
HINTS:
1. If the antecedent is a proper noun, the clause is usually
nonrestrictive.
2. Restricted clauses often begin with that not which.
3. Restrictive clauses give needed information to identify the
antecedent by telling which one.
4. Non-restricted clauses give interesting information, but it
is unimportant.
Restricted 1. Every student who is late has detention.
Non-restricted 2. Mary, who was late, has detention.
Restricted 3. Water that is stagnant should not be drunk.
Non-restricted 4. Our water, which is crystal clear, reflects
Our images.
IX.

Condensed and Expanded Structures
condensed – appositive
1. The man, my uncle, died today.
Expanded – dependent clause
2. The man, who was my uncle, died today.
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Adverbial Dependent Clauses
I. Adverbial dependent clauses tell how, where, when, why, and to what
degree and they modify verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs.
II. They begin with subordinating conjunctions (memorize):
After
Although
As
As if
As long as
As though

because
before
if
in order that
since
so that

**than
though
unless
until
when
whenever

whether
while

III. Adverbial Modifiers
Adverb
1. He came later.
Adverbial prepositional phrase 2. He came after lunch.
Adverbial dependent clause
3. He came after lunch was served.
We came (when he called us).
When – subordinating conjunction
Tells when came (verb)
He is as tall (as I am).
As – subordinating conjunction
Tells degree tall (adjective)
The plane arrived earlier (than I expected).
Than – subordinating conjunction
Tells degree earlier (adverb)
IV.

Often part of an adverbial clause is understood. This is called an
elliptical adverbial clause.
The “understood part” is called the ellipsis.
These clauses begin with as and than.
Ex. Bill is as tall (as Sam [is tall])
John reads faster (than I [read])

V. Punctuating Adverbial Clauses
Use a comma after an adverbial clause which comes at the
beginning of the sentence. This is called an introductory adverbial
clause.
Ex. When the clock strikes, class will begin.
Do not use a comma before an adverbial clause at the end of the
sentence unless it gives a REASON and begins with AS, SINCE, FOR
(not because).
Ex. Its’ your job, since you are the oldest.
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Noun Dependent Clauses
I.

A. A dependent clause that is used as a noun is called a noun
dependent clause.

B. Nouns have six uses:
1.
Subject
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Predicate nominative
Apposition
Direct object
Indirect object
Object of preposition

II. A noun clause may begin with many kinds of words, but often they begin
with that, what, whoever, how, whether.
Direct Object
1. I know (that the answer is correct).
Subject
2. (That the plane landed safely) was a miracle.
Predicate nominative
3. This is (what he repeated).
Object of preposition
4. I spent the money (for whatever I needed).
III. In many noun clauses the word “that” is often elliptical – not
recommended.
Ex. I knew the dog died. I knew that the dog died.
“Who – whom problem” within the noun clause
Direct Object

I know|(who – whom) invited you.|
Direct Object

I know|(who – whom) you invited to the dance.|

THE TRIANGLE OF HAPPINESS

God

Positive
Attitude

Good
Health
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UNDERSTANDING THE SHORT STORY
Literature is the written “expression of life.”
Literature is mankind’s record, expressed in verbal art forms, of what it is
like to be alive.
Literature reveals the universal concerns of man.
Literature mirrors life – like a camera shot of a “life captured moment.”
Literature holds up and examines life, and thus gives us insight to
understand our own experiences.
Fiction increases our fund of truth. By telling us something “untrue”, it
brings us closer to reality.
Life is expressed in many ways:
Literature
Art
Music
Acting and Dance
“Arts”
Architecture
Sculpture

}

Literature uses various forms to express life.
Literary Forms
Autobiography
Article
Biography
Novel
Short Story
Poetry
Drama
Song
Letters
Diary
Journalism
Essay
The Short Story
A short story:
Is brief enough to be read in one sitting.
Tells one main event about one main character.
Is very condensed – very compact.
Creates one single impression
America is proud to have contributed the short story form to literature.
Edgar Allan Poe is the “father” of the short story.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle – “father” of the detective story.
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Elements of the Short Story
Title – contains significant clues for the theme.
Plot – Action of the story.
Plot is made up of a series of incidents or episodes and their results.
In order to have plot there must be a conflict or a struggle between two
opposing forces. (“no conflict – no story.”)
Conflicts may be internal or external.
Major conflicts in life
Man vs man
Man vs himself
Man vs nature
Man vs animal
Man vs supernatural
Suspense is the feeling of uncertainty as to the outcome of the story.
Climax is the highest point of interest – (turning point)
Probability of the plot means all incidents are convincing and seem likely –
verisimilitude.
Setting is when and where the story takes place.
giving directly or implied.

It is always

Character
May be human, animal or inanimate.
Creating characters is called characterization.
Convincing characters are multi-dimensional – not stereotype.
How can you tell what a character is like?
Actions during a crisis
By his conversation
What other say about him
By his appearance
Character development
Is the unfolding, the growth and the charge of the person’s character in
understanding, insights or attitudes. He is not the same person at the end.
What happens to a character in the story happens to him because of his own
strengths and weaknesses.
“Character is fake.” Weak
Theme is the idea which penetrates the entire story.
1. Behind every good story is an idea that interprets life or
human nature.
2. All good fiction gives entertainment, but, it is the author’s
idea of life which makes the work timeless. Speech, clothes,
and events grow outdated, but not the idea.
Moral is the lesson about good or evil a story might contain.
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Dialogue
1. Dialogue is the conversation of the character.
2. Dialogue is important of characterization purposes and
to move the plot along.
Tone is the general feeling the story creates in the reader.
Tone reveals the author’s attitude toward his topic.
Point of View is through whose eyes the story is seen.
First person presents the story as though it were told by the main
character. “I” is the narrator.
Omniscient present the story as though it were told by an “all-seeing”
character. “3rd person” narrator.
Symbols are objects that represent ideas.
Values are beliefs you have to be very important.
Foreshadowing is a device, where by the author, drops
important hints to prepare the reader for what is to come.
Flashback is a device, where by the author, interprets the
story to present events which occurred at a previous time.
Style is the distinct manner in which the author uses language; his choice
and arrangement of words.
Realism is the portrayal of people and events as they really are.
Romantic portrayal is the portrayal of people as we would like
them to be.
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exposition

Summary of Plot
Climax

demovement

resolution

The Art of Changing Yourself
Man alone, of all the creatures of earth, can change
his own pattern. Man alone is the architect of his
destiny.
William James declared that the greatest revolution
in his generation was the discovery that human
beings, by changing the inner attitudes of their
minds, can change the outer aspects of their lives.
History and literature are full of examples of the
miracle of inner change. Do you know the Persian
story of the hunchback prince who became straight
and tall by standing each day before a statue of
himself made straight?
Change requires the substituting of new habits for
old. You mold your character and future by your
thoughts and acts.
Change can be advanced by associating with men with
whom you can walk among the stars.
Change can be inspired by selecting your own
spiritual ancestors from among the great of all
ages. You can practice the kindliness of Lincoln,
the devotion of Schweitzer, the vision of Franklin.
Change can be achieved by changing your environment.
Let go of lower things and reach for higher.
Surround yourself with the best in books, music, and
art.
Change can be accomplished most of all through the
power of prayer because with GOD all things are
possible.

“Whoever has receive, on him there is
an inexorable behest to give.”
--Carlyle

“To love and to serve is the whole
point.
Grasp that and you have the reason for
existence.
Without it there is nothing.”
--Anonymous

“Fear not that thy life shall come to
an end, but rather fear that it shall
never have a beginning.”
--Newman

Before you let
Yourself go.
Be sure you can
Get yourself back.

Mr. Wenzel in 1983.

CASE UNIT
I. “Case” means the form of a noun or a pronoun to show its use in the
sentence.
There are three cases (forms) of nouns or pronouns.
Nominative Case | Objective Case | Possessive Case
(subject)
(object)
(ownership)
I
me
my, mine
You
you
your, yours
He
him
his
It
it
its
She
her
hers
We
us
our, ours
They
them
theirs
Who
whom
whose
II. Use for each case
Nominative
Subject
Predicate Nominative
Subject
1. John and (she, her) came.
Predicate Nominative 2. It is (I, me).
Subject
3. (We, Us) girls went.
Object Case
Direct object
Indirect object
Object of preposition
Direct Object_________1. Bill called Joe and (her, she) to dinner.
Object of preposition 2. The secret is between you and (I, me).
Direct Object________ 3. She gave Jack and (I, me) some candy.
III. Possessive case
This case is used to show ownership.
Nouns always use apostrophes for possession.
Indefinite pronouns always use apostrophes for possession.
Personal pronouns never use apostrophes for possession.
Ex. The cat hurt its tail.
Everyone’s book is new.
Joe’s book is new.
The book is hers.
A. Appositives are set off by commas.
B. One-word restrictive appositives are not set off by commas.
John, my brother, is here.
My brother John is here.
We boys also went.
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A. Watch the case of pronouns after than and as. These words often
begin an elliptical adverbial dependent clause.
B. To determine the proper pronoun case in an elliptical dependent
clause, first complete the clause in your mind.
He called Joe sooner than (I, me).
Subject 1. He called Joe sooner than (I called Joe).
Direct Object 2. He called Joe sooner than (he called me).
Often answers to questions have missing words which you must supply mentally
before you can determine the correct pronoun case.
“Who wants to go?” Answer: I (want to go)
“Besides us, whom did Joe invite?” Answer: (Joe did invite them.)
“Let’s” is a contraction for let us.
(You) Let’s you and (I, me) go early.
Appositive
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ARE YOU DISCOURAGED?
As a young man, Abe Lincoln ran for legislature in Illinois.
defeated.

He was badly

His next venture was business with a bad partner. They failed and Lincoln
spent the next 17 years paying off the debts of his worthless partner.
He was in love with a lovely, blue-eyes girl, Ann Rutledge.

She died.

When he ran for Congress, he was defeated.
He was defeated when he ran for the United States Senate.
When he ran for the vice-presidency, he was defeated.
When he became PRESIDENT of the UNITED STATES his road was strewn with
frustration and failure.
But he never faltered.
He was killed.
All the world’s saviors are crucified!
The final triumph was his.
ARE YOU DISCOURAGED TODAY?

END OF THIRD QUARTER
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“There is no defeat except from
within. There is really no
insurmountable barrier save your own
inherit weakness of purpose.”
--Ralph Waldo Emerson

“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost;
When health is lost, something is lost;
When character is lost, all is lost.”
--German proverb

The “i.e.” Philosophy of Life
Relieve yourself of all your can’ts.
Believe you can.
Achieve your dreams and goals.

I CAN

I CAN

I CAN

Mr. Wenzel in 1984.

PUNCTUATION UNIT
Comma Rules
1. The comma is used to set off conversational words: yes, no, oh, well,
etc.
Ex. No, I’m not sure that it was he.
Oh, yes, he was there.
Well, what if I did go?
2. After writing the first part of either a DATE or an ADDRESS, put a comma
both before and after each additional part.
Ex. Friday, August 3, 1492, is the date that Columbus set sail.
Ex. We lived at 712 Webster Street, Harford, Connecticut, for years.
Ex. Take your car to the Riverside Garage at 820 Central Avenue.
Ex. Take your car to the Riverside Garage, 820 Central Avenue.
Ex. We moved to 1200 Lincoln Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y., on Sept. 5, 1961.
Ex. In June, 1859, I was born.
Ex. My address is Minneapolis 18, Minnesota.
3. The comma should be used to indicate the omission of words.
Ex. Tom took the halfback; Jack, the quarterback position.
Ex. Mary is the sister of Florence; Jane, of Margaret.
4. A. The comma is used after an informal salutation in friendly letters.
Ex. Dear Mary, Dear friend,
B. The comma is used after the complimentary close of all letters.
Ex. Yours truly, Very sincerely yours,
5. The comma is used to set off nouns in direct address.
Ex. Dad, may we go with you?
Ex. May we go with you, Dad?
Ex. Did you know, Dad, that tomorrow is a holiday?
6. The comma is used to set off a noun in apposition. (appositives)
Ex. Dwight Eisenhower, our ex-president, is an intelligent man.
7. The comma is used to set non-restrictive adjectival clauses.
Ex. Dwight Eisenhower, who was our president, is an intelligent man.
Ex. The man who was our president is an intelligent man.
8. A. To separate words, phrases, clauses in a series.
Words: The leaves were red, green, and brown in the fall of the year.
Phrases: The boys walked to the store, to the lake, and to the church.
Clauses: I went home, Jane went to church, and John went to school.
No commas: I have a car and a boat and a wagon.
B. When the series contains internal commas and thus require a
stronger mark of separation, use a semi-colon to separate the
series.
Ex. The leaves were red, sprinkled with green; gold, blended with
brown; and brown, dappled with red.
86

9. A. To separate two independent clauses (compound sentence) when the
coordinating conjunction is expressed.
Ex. I called him on the phone, but he would not come with us.
B. In a compound sentence, if one of the main clauses contains internal
commas, then use a semicolon instead of a comma before the
conjunction.
Ex. If he should call, I will come; and then we will celebrate.
10. To set off direct quotations.
Ex. I said, “Will you go with us?”
“I won’t go,” he said.
“Do you know,” he asked, “whether Tom borrowed my book?”
“He did not,” replied Mother.
11. To set off introductory expressions.
A. To set off an introductory adverbial clause.
Ex. When he comes, give him this ring.
B. To set off long introductory prepositional phrases.
Ex. On his way to school this morning, my brother lost his cap.
C. To set off introductory participial phrases (and other verbal
phrases).
Ex. Breathing heavily, the last runner rounded the turn.
The last runner, breathing heavily, rounded the turn.
12. To set off parenthetical or transitional expressions:
Of course, I hope, after all, on the contrary, on the other hand, I
think, however, nevertheless, in the first place, on the whole, for
example, you know.
Ex. Your policy, it seems to me, is a wise one. I, however, knew
that all was well. He is, after all, an only child. He was,
nevertheless, anxious to serve.
13. Use the comma between coordinate, consecutive adjectives preceding the
noun they modify. If the adjectives are coordinate, “and” can be
substituted.
Coordinate: The actress spoke in a low, cynical tone.
Not coordinate: He is a friendly old man.
14. Use a comma for immediate clarity to make the sentence immediately
clear to the reader even though no further specific reason can be
cited.
Ambiguous: Outside the cars were speeding down the road.
Clear: Outside, the cars were speeding down the road.
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Colon Rules:
1. The colon is used after the salutation of a business letter.
Ex. Dear Sir:
Gentlemen:
Dear Mr. Randolph:
2. Use a colon before a list of items, especially when the list comes
after expressions like as follows or the following.
Ex. John bought the following articles: soap, towels, paper, and
candy.
3. Be careful not to use the colon before direct objects
Ex. We shall need butter, bacon, and cream.
Italics Rules
1. Use italics (underlining) for titles of books, newspapers, magazines,
ships, planes, trains, very long literary works, and works of art
(plays, statues, etc.)
Ex. The Idylls of the King is my favorite long poem.
Ex. Do you like the comics in the Saturday Evening Post?
Ex. Lindberg flew the Spirit of St. Louis.
2. Titles of magazine articles, chapter headings (and other parts of
books, magazines, or newspapers) when referred to in a composition,
should be placed in quotation marks.
Ex. He assigned Chapter VIII, “The Food You Need,” beginning on
page 125 of Your Health and Safety.
Ex. “Figures, Freckles, and Foresight” is an article in Good
Housekeeping.
3. Use italics (underling) for foreign words, words referred to as words,
and letters referred to as letters.
Ex. Heute is a German word.
The word existence has three e’s.
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Quotation Marks Rules
1. Use quotation marks to show the exact words of a speaker.
Ex. “Is it raining outside?” Harvey asked.
Ex. “It is raining,” Jan replied. Harvey said, “Well, I guess
I’d better stay home.”
2. Use no quotation marks around an indirect quotation.
Ex. Bob said that it began to snow at seven o’ clock.
3. Use one set of quotation marks for two or more sentences by a speaker
if they are not broken by explanatory material.
Ex. “I’ll be back in a minute. I have to mail a letter,” said
Bill.
4. Sometimes a direct quotation is interrupted. Notice the two styles.
Ex. “This problem is difficult,” Bill said. “I can’t work it.”
Ex. “Only two of the twenty problems,” Bill said, “were easy
problems.”
5. Begin a new paragraph for each change of speaker.
Ex. “Are you going to buy those white shoes which you liked so
much?” asked Mary Ann.
“No, I am not,” said Kay. “Mother objects.”
6. If a quotation has more than one paragraph, use quotation marks at the
beginning of each paragraph quoted but use them at the end of the LAST
paragraph only.
7. Place periods and commas inside quotation marks.
SUMMARY OF DIRECT QUOTATIONS:
Pattern
Pattern
Pattern
Pattern

#1:
#2:
#3:
#4:

“______,” he replied.
He said, “______.”
“_____,” he continued, “s_____.”
“______,” he continued. “S______.”
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This was written in Denise Kuitunen’s notebook after the Punctuation Unit:
“Make no little plans; they have no magic to
Stimulate men’s blood and probably themselves
Will not be realized. Make big plans. Aim higher
In hope and work, remembering that a noble,
Logical diagram once recorded will never die
But long after we are gone will be a living thing.”
--Yamasaki

Underneath Mr. Wenzel writes:

Mr. Wenzel in 1985.

“Give me the serenity to accept what
cannot be changed; give me the courage
to change what can be changed; and the
wisdom to know one from the other.”
--Reinhold Niebuhr

“In all things it is better to hope
than to despair.”
--Goethe
1749-1832
German poet, writer, dramatist
“You cannot run away from a
weakness. You must sometimes fight it
out or perish. And if that be true,
why not now, where you stand?”
--Robert Louis Stevenson

USING VERBS CORRECTLY
There are three kinds of verbs:
Transitive
Intransitive complete
Intransitive linking
Transitive Verb
Transitive verbs carry action across from the doer (subject) to the receiver
(direct object).
Ex. Transitive_1. Jim tackled the dummy.
Active
doer
receiver
Transitive_2. The dummy was tackled by Jim.
Passive
receiver
doer
Only transitive verbs have voice. There are two voices.
Active voice – the subject is the doer of the action.
Passive voice – the subject is the receiver of the action.
HINTS:
The passive voice verb always has a “be” verb as a helper.
A passive voice sentence can be turned into active voice.
Ex. Transitive 1. The cake was baked by mother.
Passive
Receiver
Doer
Transitive 2. Mother baked the cake.
Active
Doer
Receiver
Often the doer in passive voice is understood in an elliptical prepositional
phrase.
Ex. Transitive
The car was washed yesterday (by someone).
Passive
Receiver
Doer
In writing, use active voice more than passive voice.
Intransitive Complete Verbs (No Voice)
Intransitive Complete verbs have no receivers. (No direct object)
Ex. The boy ran. (into the house).
Doer

The boy is (in school).
Subject

Intransitive Linking Verb
Intransitive Linking verbs have no receiver (no direct object) either, but
they link a Predicate Nominative or a Predicate Adjective to the subject.
Ex. The man is my father.
Subject

Predicate Noun

The man is angry.
Predicate Adjective
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Linking Verbs
To be
Is
Am
Are
Was
Were
Be
Been
Being

Senses
*look
*feel
*sound
taste
smell

Brags
become
remain
appear
seem
grow

CAUTION: Many verbs may be used either transitively or intransitively.
Transitive-Active_____1. She is writing a theme.
Doer

Receiver

Intransitive-Complete_2. She is writing fast.
Doer

Intransitive-Linking__3. She is my sister.

Principal Parts of Verbs
Every verb has three main (principal)
Infinitive
Present Part
To see
see
To be
am
To walk
walk

parts.
Past part
saw
was
walked

Past participle
(have) seen
(have) been
(have) walked

“Ing” verb forms are called present participles.
Ex. Seen – walking – being – seeing
CAUTION:
Present participles and past participles can NEVER be used as verbs without
a helping verb.
Participles are adjectives.
Ex. Past Participle/no verb 1. I seen a good movie yesterday.
Sentence/has verb
2. I have seen you before.
Most verbs make their principle parts the regular way by adding “e” or “ed.”
We say they are “regular verbs.”
To talk – regular verb
Talk
Talked
Have (talked)
To jump
Jump
Jumped
Have jumped
Some verbs make there principle parts by changing the entire spelling.
are called “irregular verbs.”

They
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VERB PARTS
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Tricky Verbs
To Lie – To Lay
To lie means “to rest” or “recline” in a flat position.
Intransitive
No direct object
To lay means “to place.”
Transitive
Has a direct object
(present part)

(Past Part)

To Lie = lie
lay
To Lay = lay
laid
Ex. Transitive 1.
Intransitive 2.
Intransitive 3.
Intransitive 4.
Transitive 5.

(Past Participle)

(Present Participle)

have lain
lying
have laid
laying
I laid the book on the shelf. Direct Object
I will lie on the floor.
Lie down and rest.
I had lain in bed for a month.
We have laid the coats on the chair.

To Sit – To Set
To sit means “to rest” or “to stay” in an upright position.
Intransitive
No direct object
To set means “to put” or “to place” something.
Transitive
Has a direct object
To Sit = sit
sat
To Set = set
set
Ex. Transitive 1.
Intransitive 2.
Intransitive 3.
Intransitive 4.

have sat
sitting
have set
setting
We shall set the box on the porch.
We will sit here.
We had sat in the pew for two hours.
The sun sets in the west. EXCEPTION

To Rise – To Raise
To rise means “to ascend.”
Intransitive
No direct object
To raise means “to lift.”
Transitive
Has a direct object.
To Rise = rise
rose
have risen
rising
To Raise= raise
raised
have raised
raising
Ex. Transitive 1. Mike raised the flag every morning.
Intransitive 2. When the fog rises, we can go.
3. The fog had risen before we left.
4. Please raise the shade.
Lie
Rise
Sit
Intransitive
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Tense of Verbs
Tense means time.
There are six tenses of verbs:
Three simple tenses.
Three perfect tenses.
All tenses are made from the principal parts.
SIMPLE TENSES (use the present part and the past part only.)
The present tense is now or today. It is also used to express a general
truth or a regularly repeated action.
Ex. Now I see you.
Washington is the father of our country.
He begins early every day.
The past tense is yesterday.
Ex. Yesterday I saw you.
The future tense is tomorrow.
Ex. Tomorrow I shall see you.
Perfect in grammar means completed.
Perfect Tenses use the past participle plus a helper (auxiliary)
The present perfect tense is action just now completed or action begun in
the past and has continued into the present. Use the past participle plus
have or has.
Ex. I have eaten it.
He has driven for years.
Past perfect tense is action completed before sometime in the past. It is
the earlier of two past actions. Use the past participle plus had.
Ex. When you called yesterday, I already had eaten.
The future perfect tense is action completed before sometime in the future.
Use past participle plus shall have or will have.
Ex. When you arrive tomorrow, the party will have begun.
A conjugation is an orderly arrangement of all parts of a verb to show all
six tenses, all three persons, in both singular and plural numbers.
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Mood indicates the “manner” in which the action of the verb is made.
The indicative mood is used to tell or to ask.
Ex. My friends are going home.
The imperative mood is used to express a command or a request.
Ex. Put your books away.
The subjunctive mood is used to express a wish, an uncertainty, or something
contrary to fact. “If” is often the sign of the subjunctive.
Subjunctive Mood
Past Tense
If I were
If we were
If you were
If you were
If he, it, she were
If they were
Ex. I wish mother were coming (wish)
She acted as if she were sick. (Uncertainty)
If I were she, I would return it. (Contrary to fact)
Passive Voice Conjugation
Use the correct tense form of “to be” plus the past participle of a
particular verb.
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Ex. I am seen.
I was seen.
I shall be seen.

I have been seen.
I had been seen.
I shall have been seen.

Progressive tense forms show action which continues.
the present participle plus a “to be” auxiliary.
Present Tense
I see
You see
He, it, she sees

|

We see
You see
They see

It is made by using

Present Progressive
I am seeing
We are seeing
You are seeing You are seeing
He is seeing
They are seeing

Emphatic tense forms give emphasis to the action of the verb in the present
and past tense. It is made by adding the auxiliary “do” or “did” to the
present part.
Present Emphatic
I do see
You do see
He, it, she does see

We do see
you do see
they do see

|

Past Emphatic
I did see
You did see
He, it, she did see

we did see
you did see
they did see

To conjugate in the passive voice, use that past participle plus the correct
“be” helper.
Present Tense

|

I am given
You are given
He, it, she is given
Past Tense
I was given
You were given
He, it, she was given

Passive Voice – “To give”
We are given
You are given
They are given

|

Passive Voice – “To Give”
We were given
You were given
They were given

Tense Shift: In telling a story choose either the present tense or the past
tense and then stick to it! Most writers choose the past tense.
Ex. David walked briskly to the front and begins to speak.
Began
Conjugation of “to be” in the active voice, indicative mood.
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“To be”
Principle Parts:

am,

was, have been, being.

Present tense:

I am
You are
He, it, she is

we are
you are
they are

Past Tense:

I was
You were
He, it, she was

we were
you were
they were

Future Tense:

I shall be
You will be
He, it, she will be

we shall be
you will be
they will be

Present
Perfect Tense:

I have been
You have been
He, it, she has been

we have been
you have been
they have been

Past
Prefect Tense:

I had been
You had been
He, it, she had been

we had been
you had been
they had been

Future
Perfect Tense:

I shall have been
You will have been
He, it, she will have been

we shall have been
you will have been
they will have been
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Verb Vocabulary:
From Glen Semanko’s notebook……
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All men turn to the past to help them comprehend the present and
grapple with the future.
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Mr. Wenzel from Facebook.
Date unknown

“Be ashamed to die until you have won
some victory for humanity.”
--Horace Mann

“Duty makes us do things well, but
love makes us do them beautifully.”
--Phillip Brooks

“Have courage for the great sorrows in
life and patience for the little ones;
and when you have laboriously
completed your daily task, go to sleep
in peace. God is awake.”
--Victor Hugo
1802-1885
French Poet, novelist

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
The elevator To success
Out of Order.
Take the Stairs.

. .
Out of
ord er

VERBAL UNIT
Verbals are verb forms that are used, not as verbs, but as some other
part of speech. There are three kinds of verbals:
1. Participles
2. Gerund
3. Infinitives
A participle is a verb form used as an adjective.
Present participles end in ing.
Ex. Present participle = seeing.
Verb phrase
= is seeing.
Past participles end in d, ed, en, n, t.
Ex. Past participle = seen
Verb Phrase
= have seen
Present perfect participles add the auxiliary having to the past participle.
Ex. Having seen
A participle with all its modifiers is a participial phrase.
Ex. Going to the store.
Introductory Participial phrases are set off by commas.

100

Because they are adjectives, participles must modify nouns or pronouns.
Ex. Riding his bicycle, the boy was followed by his dog.
Present
Participle

Direct Object
of participle

Participial phrase

If a participle does not modify a noun or modifies the wrong noun, it is
called a dangling participle.
-----
Ex. Riding his bicycle, the dog followed him.
Dangling participle

Participles can follow the noun. Then the restriction rule takes over.
Ex. The bird singing in the tree is a canary.
A gerund is a verb form used as a noun. Nouns have six uses.
Gerunds always end in “ing.”
The noun preceding the gerund must be in the possessive case.
Ex. Telling jokes produces laughter.
Gerund

direct Object
of Gerund

Gerund phrase

A noun preceding a gerund must be in the passive case.
Ex. Mary’s telling jokes was fun.
Possessive

An infinitive is a verb form used as a present part preceded by “to.”
“To” is called the sign of the infinitive.
Infinitives are used as nouns, adjectives, and adverbs.
Illustrations:
Noun|subject
1. To succeed takes practice.
Noun|direct object
2. I want to succeed.
Adjective|modifies noun jokes 3. I have jokes to tell.
Adverb|tells why stopped
4. We stopped to watch the parade.
Try not to split an infinitive. Split infinitives are generally in bad
taste.
Split 1. She likes to quickly tell everybody.
Improved 2. She likes to tell everybody quickly.
Do not use a compound predicate in place of an infinitive.
Wrong 1. I will try and write soon.
Correct 2. I will try to write soon.
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CAUTION!
Introductory verbal phrases are nearly always followed by a comma.
Participle 1. Running very fast, the boy won the race.
Gerund
2. After seeing my test, I decided to study harder.
Infinitive 3. To arrive on time, we must leave early.
Introductory verbal phrases should logically refer to the subject.
Otherwise they “dangle.”
Wrong 1. To learn well, each lesson must be mastered.
Correct 2. To learn well, the student should master each lesson.
Any introductory verbal phrase must be followed by commas.
Introductory Present Phrase:
Seeing the movie, I know what he meant.
Introductory gerund Phrase:
After seeing the movie, I read the book.
Introductory Infinitive Phrase: To appreciate the story, we must read it
carefully.
If the participial phrase comes at the end and is not next to its noun, use
a comma before it.
Ex. Bob found the lesson difficult, having been absent.

HOW TO HAVE CONFIDENCE AND POISE
Do the best you can about each task.

Leave nothing undone.

Then when you have done that, leave the results to God.
Finally think forward to the results with excitement, optimism, and hope.
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“You will find as you look back on
your life that the moments that stand
out above everything else are the
moments when you have done things in a
spirit of love.”
--Henry Drummond

“In gratitude for your own good
fortune, you must render in return
some sacrifice of your life for
another life.”
--Albert Schweitzer

CLASSIFICATION OF SENTENCES UNIT
Classifying sentences according to USE (purpose).
Declarative – makes a statement.
Ex. Tomorrow will be warmer.
Interrogative – asks a question.
Ex. Will tomorrow be warmer?
Imperative – gives a command or a request.
Ex. Ask for help.
Exclamatory – expresses strong feeling.
Ex. What a day it has been.
The purpose of the speaker determines the kind of sentences.
be spoken to change its purpose.
End punctuation will communicate the purpose.
Ex. Wasn’t that a good show?

A sentence may

Classifying sentences according to FORM (Structure)
Simple
Compound
Complex
Compound-complex
A simple sentence is one independent clause, but the subjects or predicates
may be compound.
Ex. The senators wrote a bill.
The senators wrote and passed the bill.
A compound sentence consists of two or more independent clauses (simple
sentence) connected by a coordinating conjunction; (and, but, or, nor, for.)
A test for a compound sentence; Can you divide the compound sentence into
two or more simple sentences by dropping the coordinating conjunction?
Ex. The wind filled the sails, and the ship departed.
The wind filled the sails.
The ship departed.
A compound sentence should be used only to combine sentences that are
related to each other very closely.
Ex. Good
1. Jim is tall, but Pete is taller.
Poor
2. May has pretty eyes and she works at Dayton’s.

Punctuating Compound Sentences
Put a comma before and, but, or, nor, and for, in a compound sentence so
that the ideas don’t get tangled up.
Ex. The robins flew south, but the sparrows remained.
Very short compound sentences may omit the comma.
Ex. I went but he stayed.
To show a close relationship of ideas, one may substitute a semi-colon for a
comma and a coordinating conjunction. A period is also permissible.
Ex. I know him, and he is a close friend.
I know him; he is a close friend.
___; ___ ; = ,and
I know him. He is a close friend.
Sometimes a compound sentence is connected by a conjunctive adverb.
Ex. We were tardy; therefore, we went to the office.
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Conjunctive Adverbs:
Therefore
Nevertheless
However

consequently
furthermore
moreover

(* = no comma or semicolon)
*thus
*so
*hence

Complex Sentences
A complex sentence
clauses.
Ex. As we turned
Main Clause:
Adverbial clause:
Adjectival clause:

consists of one main clause and one or more dependent
the corner, we saw a bear that was wounded.
We saw a bear.
As we turned the corner.
That was wounded.

Compound-Complex Sentences
A compound-complex sentence is a sentence containing two or more independent
clauses and one or more dependent clauses.
Ex. Father bought a new car, but it didn’t look new when I finished my
driving lesson.
Main Clause: Father bought a new car.
Main Clause: It didn’t look new.
Adverbial Dependent Clause: When I finished my driving lesson.
Eliminating Compound Sentences
By using subordinate clauses for lesser ideas.
Ex. He was a worthy person, but I gave him no money.
Although he was a worthy person, I gave him no money.
By using appositives.
Ex. Washington was a great general, and he retreated skillfully.
Washington, a great general, retreated skillfully.
By eliminating the conjunctive “so” and substituting a semi-colon, a more
effective conjunctive adverb, or by condensing the compound into a simple
sentence.
Ex. He asked me first; so I must go with him.
He asked me first; I must go with him.
He asked me first; therefore, I must go with him.
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NARRATIVE UNIT
Literature – A written expression of life (it’s a record of mankind)
Verbal means words.
Reveals the universal concerns of man.
Mirrors life (holds up & examines)
Gives us insight to understand our own life.
Fiction – Is made-up literature. It increase our storehouse of truth, by
telling us something untrue. Fiction brings us close to the
truth.
Life is expressed by:
Literature (words)
Art
Music
Architecture
Sculpture
Dance

“arts”
humanities

An allegory is a story in which the main character represents all
mankind. The other persons and objects represent ideas like truth, virtue,
goodness, and morals. The story then will act out how these ideas work in
human life. The “human conditions” will be revealed to us!
Literary forms
1. Novel
2. Short story
3. Biography
4. Autobiography
5. Poetry
6. Drama

(Purpose
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

to express life)
journalism
essay
article
letters
diaries
Song

Anthology is a collection of literary genre.
Short Story
Brief enough so you can read it in one sitting.
About one main event
One main character
It’s very condensed
Creates one single impression.
America invented the short story
Edgar Allan Poe was the “father” of the short story.
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle from England invented Sherlock Holmes and Doctor
Watson.
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The elements of a short story:
Title – clues for the theme
Plot – action of the story
A. consists of incidents and their results
B. Conflict or struggle between two opposing forces.
Conflict
A. internal – problems within yourself
B. external – between two people
Kinds
Man
Man
Man
Man
Man

of Conflicts
vs. self
vs. man
vs. nature
vs. animal
vs. supernatural (God – conscience)

Suspense – Feeling of uncertainty
Climax – Turning point of the struggle
Probability of plot (verisimilitude)
All incidents are convincing
Ordering (arrangement)
Climax
Complication
(rising action)

^
Exposition

incidents

denouement
Plunge incident

(background)

(Resolution)

Setting is where and when the story takes place.
Directly
Indirectly (clues)
Characters
People human, animal, inanimate (not alive)
“are” what a person is
Characterization is the act of creating a character. If they are
characterized well, then they must be multi-dimensional and not flat.
Clues to understand a character
Actions in a crisis
Appearance
Conversation
What others say about him
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Character development is the unfolding, growth, or change of the person’s
character in understandings, insights or attitudes. He is not the same
person at the end of the story.
What happens to a person, happens to him because of his strengths and
weaknesses.
“Character is fate.”
Protagonist is the hero or heroine
Antagonist is the bad one
Character Motivation is the reason people do things.
Theme is the underlining idea. It penetrates the whole story. The idea
interprets life and the human condition. It is the theme that makes a work
timeless. A good theme must be timely and timeless (universal).
How to find it.
The characters act it out.
experiences.

What the characters learn about life from their

Moral – Is a lesson about good or evil that a story might contain.
Dialogue – is the conversation of the characters.
It helps us in characterization. It helps to create his character.
It moves the plot forward.
Tone – is the general feeling the story creates in the reader.
Ex. Serious, light, sarcastic, humorous.
Point of view – means thru whose eyes you see the story.
First person- main character tells the story – “I” only what he sees - more
personal
Omniscient – knows everything.
Symbols – are objects that represent ideas.
Pictures
Short-cuts
Say so much without words. The better the literature, the more symbols
there are.
Values – are beliefs one holds that are very important.
the way you do.

Values make you act

Foreshadowing – is a device where the author drops hints to prepare the
reader for what is to come.
Flashback – is a device where the author interrupts a story to present
events which happened at a previous time.
Style – is the distinctive manner in which an author uses language.
Choice of words
Arrangement of words
107

Ex. Smooth, compact, dignified, picturesque, simple, Biblical
Realism - is portraying people and events as they really are.
realistic.) (Deer Hunter)

(that’s

Romanticism – portraying people and events as we would like them to be.
(Sound of Music, Mary Poppins)
At the end of the Narrative Unit in Karen Tacheny’s Notebook was this note:
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VOCABULARY
Acumen

--sharp and fast reasoning

Alias

--an assumed name

Clandestine

--hidden, underhanded, sneakiness

Epitome

--representative, condensed account

Ignominy

--dishonor, public shame

Indefatigable

--tireless

Inexorable

--unalterable, unyielding

Naïve

--unsophisticated

Suave

--smooth acting

Tepid

--lukewarm

Chicanery

--quibble, subterfuge, trickery

Entrepreneur

--an employer of productive labor

Vignette

--a small illustration

Indolent

--lazy

Callous

--hardened, heartless, insensitive

Chic

--stylish; smart dresser

Candid

--frank; straight forward but unbiased

Genial

--pleasant; charming

Malicious

--hateful; evil

Valiant

--brave

Egotistic

--conceited

Tactful

--diplomatic

Arrogant

--haughty

Punctual

--prompt

Hypocritical

--deceiving (acts as someone he is not)

Hypercritical

--overly critical
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Exotic

--strange, unusual, not native

Winsome

--pleasant and charming (wins you over)

Debonair

--graceful, joyful, dashing

Uncouth

--boorish (a “slob”)

Cultured

--refined through education

Intolerant

--narrow-minded, bigoted

Altruistic

--totally unselfish

Vivacious

--lively, peppy (lightness of spirit)

Demure

--artificially proper; assuming an air of modesty

Fatuous

-stupid, but self-satisfied

Capricious

--changeable notions; fickle

Blasé

--tired of pleasures; bored

Dapper

--neat; trim; active; small

Erudite

--learned; scholarly

Gallant

--noble, brave, daring

Audacious

--bold and insolent

Dilapidated

--fallen into ruin

Impeccable

--faultless

Impecunious

--poor, having no money

Incessant

--never ending; ceaseless

Paramount

--highest; supreme; highest in rand of authority

Affluent

--well to do; wealthy

Meticulous

--overly careful about trifles

Circumspect

--cautious

Perfunctory

--done without thinking; just routine

Inane

--silly
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Urbane

--polite and refined

Innocuous

--harmless

Intrepid

--fearless

Imminent

--threatening to happen at any time

Eminent

--distinguished

Vile

--wicked

Insatiable

--incapable of being satisfied

Contrite

--penitent; sorry

Mediocre

--ordinary

Fastidious

--hard to please

Obese

--very fat!

Sporadic

--happening at intervals

Doleful

--full of grief

Curt

--brief

Versatile

--can do many different things

Monetary

--having to do with money

Succulent

--full of juice

Lethal

--deadly

Obnoxious

--objectionable

Pensive

--dreamily thoughtful

Adept

--skilled, expert

Ruthless

--merciless

Belligerent

--war like; eager to fight

Magnanimous

--big hearted; very generous, nobly so

Avid

--eager; greedy

Furtive

--sly, stealthy; sneaky

Plausible

--appearing true or reasonable
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Potent

--powerful

Indomitable

--unconquerable

Vociferous

--noisy

Docile

-gentle, easy to manage

Frugal

--thrifty

Immaculate

--spotlessly pure or clean

Facetious

--inappropriately humorous, flippant

Loquacious

--talkative

Precocious

--very advanced in early mental development

Prosaic

--dull, commonplace

Disconsolate

--sad, dejected

Reticent

--inclined to be silent; reserved

Complacent

--self-satisfied

Benign

--kind

Inveterate

--deep-seated; habitual

Lucrative

--profitable

Astute

--keen of mind

Tantamount

--equivalent; equal

Maudlin

--emotional; sentimental

Salient

--prominent; conspicuous

Recalcitrant

--non-obedient

Ostentatious

--showy

Inadvertent

--heedless; unintentional

Sacrilegious

--guilty of sacrilege

Succinct

--concise; terse; straight to the point

Adroit

--ingenious
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Discreet

--prudent; not rash

Dubious

--doubtful

Insidious

--tending to entrap

Erratic

--changing; having no certain course

Impediment

--a hindrance; an obstruction

Fiasco

--a disgraceful failure

Chaos

--great confusion; disorder

Proximity

--nearness

Deluge

--a flood; a downpour

Derision

--ridicule

Anecdote

--a very short story

Novice

--a beginner

Penury

--extreme poverty

Conjecture

--a guess

Avarice

--greed for wealth

Conflagration

--an extensive fire

Apathy

--indifference (a don’t care attitude)

Malady

--an illness, a sickness
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Mr. Wenzel as a Senior
Citizen. Unknown date.

“I shall pass this way but once;
Any good thing, therefore, that I
Can do or any kindness that I
Can show, let me do it now. Let
Me not defer it or neglect it, for
I shall not pass this way again.”
--Anonymous

O Lord, make me an instrument of
Thy peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow
Love,
Where there is injury, pardon,
Where there is darkness, light,
Where there is sadness, joy,
Where there is doubt, faith,
And where there is despair, hope.
O divine Master, grant that I may
Not so much seek
To be consoled as to console,
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
It is in forgiving that we are
pardoned,
And it is in dying that we are born
To Eternal Life.
Francis of Assisi

POETRY UNIT
Poetry
Prose
Arranged in rhythmical lines
1. No special arrangement
Compression - very compact
Imagery – appeals to the senses
in lesser degree
Suggests rather than states
Electrical—mental shock
“Poetry takes life by the throat”
--Robert Frost
What is a Poet?
A poet is a person who feels life more intensely than other people.
more alert and sensitive to life and language.
“Every day is a creation”
“Happy people are open to life”

He is

What makes words – Poetry? (Elements of a poem)
Poetic Devices
Rhyme – repetition of life sounds (least important)
--end rhymes
--internal rhyme
Not important (Jack & Jill)
Rhythm – number of beats (stressed syllables) to a line.
--crucial – most important
Figures of Speech (imagery)
.
Speaking literally
– John is a fine boy.
Speaking figuratively – John is a prince.
Figures of Speech are comparisons between two very unlike things that have
striking similarities.
Speaking literally – saying what you mean – literal
Speaking figuratively – figurative dresses it up & stretches the meaning.
Purpose of figures:
Shock and startle us into the realization of the truth.
Cliché – Old and stale expression
Simile – two unlike things joined by “like” or “as” – it is an expressed
comparison that is actually said.
Ex. John is as crafty as a fox.
He threw the ball like a bullet.
Metaphor – implied comparison between two unlike things that are like one
another – suggests they are the same thing.
Ex. He fired the ball. Boy = cannon
The ship plowed the ocean. Plow
field
Personification – gives human characteristics to inanimate or abstract
things.
Ex. Death rode the highway (Highway is dangerous)
Trees wept leaves (it dropped its leaves)
Alliteration – you begin several words in succession with the same letter in
order to create a certain effect or meaning.
Ex. Tiger tiger burning bright.
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I hear the water lapping with low sounds on the land.
Allusion (allude) – a reference to history, literature, or something in the
Bible.
Ex. The student met his waterloo in algebra.
Albert is the Shakespeare in our class.
My father is the Salesman in our family.
Onomatopoeia – Using words or sentences that suggest the real thing.
Ex. Buzz, whiz, hiss, bang, pop, etc.
Inversion – inverted sentence
Inverted – Black as if varnished, the black world lies.
Prosaic – The black world lies black as if varnished.
Apostrophe – direct address of something that is inanimate (not alive) or
somebody absent as though he were present.
Ex. Roll on, though deep and dark blue Ocean!
Imagery – Using words to represent the impression of our senses.
Ex. Teeth chattering – hearing
Hands turning blue - feeling
Hyperbole – deliberate exaggeration for effect. (not meant to be taken
seriously)
Ex. “Mother, I could eat a horse.”
Irony (ironic) – You say the opposite of what you really feel or believe.
Satire (satiric) – using ridicule to expose and attack human vices, human
frailties, and institutions with the aim of correcting them. (Mark Twain)
Assonance – repeating the same vowel sound inside words near to each other.
Ex. Fruit of the loom
Short sport
Long song
Terms used in Poetry
Narrative poetry – tells a story
Lyric – tells the author’s feelings
Lyre – a small musical instrument
Verse – a single line of poetry
Stanza – a group of verses forming a division of a poem.
Refrain – lines that are repeated at the end of the stanza.
Couplet – two successive verses that rhyme
Be not the first by whom the new is tried
Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.
Quatrain – a stanza of four lines, usually with alternating lines rhyming.

How you get rhythm
Foot – unit of measuring rhythm in poetry – each foot consists of one
accented syllables and one or two unaccented syllables
Iambic foot – (v ’) sĕ/vére
Trochaic – (’ v) dái/ly
’
Anapestic (v v ’) oň thě roof
Dactylic (’v v) hap/pĭ/ňess
Meter – tells how many feet in a line
Trimester – 3 feet
Tetrameter – 4 feet
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Pentameter – 5 feet
Hexameter – 6 feet
V

’

v

’

v

’

v

’

v

’

Ex. The cur/few tolls/ the knoll/ of part/ting day.
Iambic pentameter
’

v

’

v

’

v

’

v

Tell me/not in/mournful/numbers
Trochaic tetrameter
V

v

’

v

v

’

v

v

v

v

’

T’was the night/before Christ/mas when all/through the house
Anapestic tetrameter
’

v

v

’

v

v

’

v

v

This is the/forest pri/meval. The…
Dactylic trimester
Rhyme scheme
… cat
a
… bad
b
… sat
a
… sad
b
… lad
b
… call
c
… ball
c
Blank verse – unrhymed iambic pentameter
V

’

v

’

v

’

v

’

v

’

Give eve/ry man/thine ear/but few/thy voice
Free verse – a modern type of poetry which does not follow the rules of
meter or rhyme. It usually gets a sense of rhyme by using unequal line
length, balancing of phrases, and repetition.
What does it take to make poetry?
Rhyme
Compact – condensed
Rich in imagery
Suggests an important theme
Poetry
Special language
Startle and shock people to be aware of truth.
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STARS

--------

--------

--------

--------

Alone in the night
On a dark hill
With pines around me
Spicy and still,
And a heaven of stars
Over my head,
White and topaz
And misty red;
Myriads with beating
Hearts of fire
That eons
Cannot vex or tire;
Up the dome of heaven
Like a great hill,
I watch them marching
Stately and still,
And I know that I
Am honored to be
Witness
Of so much majesty.
So here hath been drawing
Another blue day:
Think, wilt thou let it
Slip useless away?
Out of Eternity
This new Day was born;
Is to eternity,
At night, will return.
Behold it aforetime
No eye ever did:
So soon it forever
From all eyes is he
There hath been dawning
Another blue day:
Think with thou let it
Slip useless away?
--Sara Teasdale
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The following poetry and imagery here is taken from Peggy Erickson’s Notebook.

LIFE IS NO BRIEF CANDLE
I am of the opinion that my life belongs
To the whole community
And as long as I live
It is my privilege to do for it whatever I can.
The harder I work,
The more I live.
I rejoice in life for its own sake.
Life is no brief candle for me.
It is a sort of splendid torch,
Which I have got hold of for a moment;
And I want to make it burn
As brightly as possible
Before handing it on to future generations.
--George Bernard Shaw
WAR IS KIND
Do not weep, maiden, for war is kind.
Because your lover threw wild hands
Toward the sky
And the affrighted steed ran on alone,
War is kind.
Hoarse, booming drums of the regiment,
Little souls who thirst for fight,
These men were born to drill and die.
The unexplained glory flies above them,
Great is the battle god, great, and
His kingdom
A field where a thousand corpses lie.
Do not week, babe, for war is kind,
Because your father tumbled in the
Yellow trenches,
Raged at his breast, gulped and died,
Do not weep.
War is kind.
Swift blazing flag of the regiment,
Eagle with crest of red and gold,
These men were born to drill and die.
Point for them the virtue of slaughter,
Make plain to them the excellence
Of killing
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And a field where a thousand
Corpses lie.
Mother whose heart hung humble as
A button
On the bright splendid shroud of your
Son,
Do not weep.
War is kind.
--Stephan Crane

PEACE
By
Amy Powell
Perched upon the muzzle of a cannon
A yellow butterfly is slowly
Opening and shutting its wings.

WAR
Dawn came slowly,
Almost not at all
The sun crest over the hill
Cautiously
Fearful of being hit
By mortal fire.
--Dan Roth

THE MAN HE KILLED
By Thomas Hardy
“Had he and I but met
By some old ancient inn.
We should have sat us down to wet
Right many a nipperbin!
“But ranged as infantry,
And staring face to face,
I shot at him as he at me.
And killed him in his place.
“I shot him dead because –
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Because he was my foe,
Just so; my foe of course he was;
That’s clear enough; although
“He thought he’d ‘list, perhaps,
Offhand like – just as I –
Was out of work – had sold his traps –
No other reason why.
Yes; quaint and curious war is!
You shoot a fellow down
You’d treat, if met where any bar is,
On help to Ralf a crown.”

I HAVE A RENDEZVOUS WITH DEATH
--Alan Seeger
I have a rendezvous with Death
At some disputed barricade,
When Spring comes back with rustling shade
And apple blossoms fill the air –
I have a rendezvous with Death
When Spring brings back blue days and fair.
It may be he shall take my hand
And lead me into his dark land
And close my eyes and quench my breath –
It may be I shall pass him still.
I have a rendezvous with Death
On some scarred slope of battered hill,
When Spring comes round again this year
And the first meadow flowers appear.
God knows ‘twere better to be deep
Pillowed in silk and scented down,
Where love throbs out in blissful sleep.
Pulse nigh to pulse, and breath to breath,
Where hushed awakenings are dear…
But I’ve a rendezvous with Death
At midnight in some flaming town,
When Spring trips north again this year,
And I to my pledged am true.
I shall not fail that rendezvous.
THE SPIRES OF OXFORD
By Winifred M. Letts
I saw the spires of Oxford
As I was passing by.
The gray spires of Oxford
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Against a pearl-gray sky.
My heart was with the Oxford men
Who went abroad to die.
The years go fast in Oxford
The golden years and gay,
The hoary Colleges look down
On careless boys at play.
But when the bugles sounded war
They put their games away,
They felt the peaceful river,
The cricket field, the quad,
The shaven lawns of Oxford
To seek a bloody sod –
They gave their merry youth away
For country and for God.
God rest you, happy gentlemen,
Who laid your good lives down,
Who took the khaki and the gun
Instead of cap and gown.
God brings you to a fairer place
Than even Oxford town.

Stephan Crane’s Allegories
I MET A SEER
I met a seer.
He held in his hands
The Book of Wisdom.
“Sir,” I addressed him,
“Let me read.”
“Child---” he began
“Sir,” I said,
“Think not that I am a child,
For already I know much
Of that which you hold,
Aye, much.”
He smiled
Then he opened the book
And held it before me.
Strange that I should have grown
So suddenly blind.
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I SAW A MAN
I saw a man pursing the horizon
Round and round they sped,
I was disturbed at this;
I accosted the man,
“It is futile,” I said,
“You can never….”
“You lie,” he cried,
And ran on.

STOP
!

You Lie

I STOOD UPON A HIGH PLACE
I stood upon a high place
And saw, below, many devils
Running, leaping,
And carousing in sin.
One looked up, grinning
And said, “Comrade! Brother!”
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DARKNESS—

I was in the darkness;
I could not see my words
Nor the wishes of my heart.
Then suddenly there was a great light.
“Let me into the darkness again!”

THE WAYFARER
The wayfarer,
Perceiving the pathway to truth,
Was struck with astonishment.
It was thickly grown with weeds.
“Ha,” he said,
“I see that no one has passed here
In a long time.”
Later he saw that each weed
Was a singular knife.
“Well,” he mumbled at last,
“Doubtless there are other roads.”

^ TRUTH ^
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A MAN SAID TO THE UNIVERSE
A man said to the universe:
“Sir, I exist!”
“However,” replied the universe,
“The fact has not created in me
A sense of obligation!”

THE HEART
In the desert
I saw a creature, naked, bestial,
Who, squatting upon the ground,
Held his heart in his hands,
And ate of it.
I said, “Is it good, friend?”
“It is bitter-bitter,” he answered
“But I like it
Because it is bitter,
And because it is my heart.”

UPON THE ROAD OF MY LIFE
Upon the road of my life,
Passed me many fair creatures,
Clothed all in white, and radiant.
To one, finally, I made speech:
“Who art thou?”
But she, like the others,
Kept cowled her face,
And answered in haste, anxiously.
“I am good deed, forsooth;
You have often seen me.”
“Not uncowled,” I made reply.
And with rash and strong hand.
Though she resisted,
I drew away the veil
And gazed at the features of vanity.
She, shamefaced, went on;
And after I had mused a time,
I said of myself.
“Fool!”
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TRUE LOVE
Love delights in giving attention
Rather than in attracting it.
Love finds the element of good
And builds on it.
Love does not magnify defects.
Love is a flame that warms
But never burns.
Love knows how to disagree without
Becoming disagreeable.
Love rejoices at the success of
Others instead of being envious.
KID STUFF
--Frank Houne
The wise guys
Tell me
That Christmas
Is Kid Stuff….
Maybe they’re got
Something there--Two thousand years ago
Three wise guys
Chased a star
Across a continent
To bring
Frankincense and myrrh
To a kid
Born in a manger
With an idea in his head….
And as the bombs
Crash
All over the world
Today
The real wise guys
Know
That we’ve all
Got to go chasing stars
Again
In the hope
That we can get back
Some of that
Kid Stuff
Born two thousand years ago.
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THE RIGHT KIND OF PURPLE
--Edwin Markham
Gone is the city, gone the day,
Yet still the story and the meaning stay:
Once where a prophet in the palm
Shade basked
A traveler chanced at noon to
Rest his mules.
“What sort of people may they be,”
He asked,
“In this proud city on the plains
O’ spread?”
“Well, friend, what sort of people
Whence you came?”
“What sort?” the packman scowled;
“why, knaves and fools.”
“You’ll find the people here the same,”
The wise man said.
Another stranger in the dusk drew near,
And pausing, cried, “What sort of people here
In your bright city where yon towers arise?”
“Well, friend, what sort of people
Whence you came?”
“What sort?” the pilgrim smiles
With lifted head;
Good, true, and wise.”
“You’ll find people here the same,”
The wise man said.

PLUNGER
--Carl Sandberg
Empty the last drop.
Pour out the final clinging heartbeat.
Great losers look on and smile.
Great winners look on and smile.
PLUNGER:
Take a long breath and let yourself go.
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A LITTLE SONG OF LIFE
--Lizette Woodworth Keese
Glad that I lived am I;
That the sky is blue;
Glad for the country lanes,
And the fall of dew.
After the sun the rain;
After the rain the sun;
This is the way of life,
Till the work be done.
All that we need to do,
Be we low or high,
Is to see that we grow
Nearer the sky.
A NIGHT IN THE VILLAGE
--Ivan Savvich Nikitin
(Here is a poem, by a Russian poet,
describing the cottage of a poor Russian
laborer. It is a depressing picture of
extreme poverty.)

Sultry air, the smoke of shavings,
Dirt spread over all,
Feet and benches dirty; cobwebs
To adorn the wall:
Smoke- begrimed each cottage chamber;
Bread and water stale;
Spinners coughing, children crying--Wat and woe prevail.
Hand to mouth lifelong they labor,
Then a pauper’s grave--Ah! What needs to learn the lesson--“Trust, my soul, be brave!”
FABLE
--Stephan Crane
In heaven
Some little blades of grass
Stood before God
“What did you do?”
Then all save one of the little blades
Began eagerly to relate
The merits of their lives.
This one stayed a small way behind,
Ashamed.
Presently, God said,
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“And what did you do?”
The little blade answered, “Oh, my Lord,
Memory is bitter to me,
For if I did good deeds
I know not of them.”
Then God, in all his splendor,
Arose from his throne.
“O best little blade of grass!”
He said.
THE RED WHEELBARROW
So much depends
Upon
A red wheel
Barrow
Glazed with rain
Water
Beside the white
Chickens
--William Carlos Williams
ABOU BEN ADHEM
--Leigh Hunt
Abou Ben Adhem (may his tribe increase!)
Awoke one night from a deep dream of peace,
And saw, within the moonlight in his room,
Making it rich, and like a lily in bloom,
An Angel writing in a book of gold:
Exceeding peace had made Ben Adhem bold,
And to the Presence in the room he said,
“What writest thou?” The Vision raised its Head,
And with a look made of a sweet accord
Answered, “The names of those who love the Lord.”
“And is mine one?” said Abou. “Nay, not so,”
Replied the Angel. Abou spoke more low,
But cheerily still, and said, “I pray thee then,
Write me as one that loves his fellow man.”
The Angel wrote, and vanished.
The next night
It came again with a great wakening light.
And showed the names whom love of God had blessed,
And, lo! Ben Adhem’s name led all the rest!
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A DEFINITION OF FRIENDSHIP
“Friendship is the comfort, the
inexpressible// comfort of feeling
to weigh thoughts nor measure words,
but pouring all right out just as
they are, chaff and grain together,
certain that a faithful friendly
hand will take and silt them//,
of comfort, blow the rest away.”
--Dinah Maria Mulock Craik

The following wisdom is from Karen Tacheny’s notebook:
PRIMER LESSON
--Carl Sandburg
Look out how you use proud words.
When you let proud words go, it is not
Easy to call them back.
They wear long boots, hard boots;
They walk off proud;
They can’t hear you calling------Look out how you use proud words.
A CHOICE OF WEAPONS
--Phyllis McGinly
Sticks and stones are hard on bones,
Aimed with angry art,
Words can sting like anything,
But silence breaks the heart.

“For the words that the mouth utters
come from the overflowing of the heart.”
--Jesus Christ
WASTE
He died
Of life before
Death took him.
His murder was done
When he lost his
Purpose.

129

Telling lies
About someone
Praise
Is harmful
Don’t
As
Pout.
Hitting
Him
With
While we ponder when to begin,
An axe,
It becomes too late to do so.
Or
Wounding
Him
With a
No pains,
Sword,
No gains.
Or
Shooting
Him
With a
Sharp
Arrow.
--Proverbs 23:18

“Come with me to some lonely place where you can rest awhile.”
--Bible

“Within you there is a stillness and sanctuary
To which you can retreat at any time and
Be yourself.”
--Herman Hose
“By all means use sometimes to be alone.
Salute thyself.
See what thy soul doth wear.”
--Herbert

What you give,
Is what you get.

Rivers are crooked because they
Follow the line of
Least resistance.
EVERYBODY HAS TO BE SOMEBODY
TO SOMEBODY TO BE ANYBODY.
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Problems are good for you.
--Althea Gibson
0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0
If we feel weak, we can grow by struggle.
0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0—0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0
“What you want to be, you are now becoming.”
--Anonymous
“Success or failure is caused more by mental attitude than by mental
capacities.”
--Walter Scott -1771-1832
Scottish novelist and poet

Kites rise highest
Against the wind

To accomplish anything worthwhie
Requires work.
It is up to you to make it enjoyable
Or to make it a burden.
If with all your heart
You really want something,
You can have it.
But if you only say so,
Nothing much will happen.
When the desire is soul deep,
All of the inner forces of your nature
Will work to bring about
The thing you desire.
But if you only want it in
A superficial way,
You will only get frustration.
If with all your heart
You REALLY want something,
You can have it.
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“Art is a lie that enables us to realize the truth.”
--Picasso 1881-1973
Spainish painter and sculptor
“In all things
It is better
To hope than to despair.
--Goethe
“Understand this first, last, and always:
The world wants the best thing. It wants your best.”
--Frances Willard – 1839-1898
American social reformer,
Prohibitionist, plilanthropist
“Life is a matter of attitude.”
--Hubert H. Humphrey
“When wealth is lost, nothing is lost;
When health is lost, something is lost;
When character is lost, all is lost.”
--German proverb
“To love and to serve is the whole point.
Grasp that and you have the reason for existence.
Without it there is nothing.”
--Anonymous

People who are on the mountain peak
Are on the peak because
They picked the peak.
We pick our own peaks.
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“The purpose of life is not to be happy—but
To matter, to be useful, to have it make some
Difference that you lived at all.
--Leo Rosten

Enthusiasm makes energy

Boredom makes fatigue

A+
A+

A+

A+

Genius is the capacity
For talking
Infinite pains.

A+

A+

A+

A+

It is not enough to be good --You must be good for something.

“Have courage for the great sorrows in life and
Patience for the little ones; and when you have
Laboriously completed your daily task, go to sleep in peace.
God is awake.”
--Victor Hugo – 1802-1885
French poet, novelist
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God bordered the
stream with flowers.
Don’t forget to put
The finishing touches
On your work.

“To worship rightly is to
Love one another.”
Alone in the night
On a dark hill
With pines around me
Spicy and still,
And a heaven of stars
Over my head,
White and topaz
And misty red;
Myriads with beating
Hearts of fire
That eons
Cannot vex or tire;
Up the dome of heaven
Like a great hill,
I watch them marching
Stately and still,
And I know that I
Am honored to be
Witness
Of so much majesty,
So here hath been drawing
Another blue day:
Think, wilt thou let it
Slip useless away.
--Kenneth Rexroth
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Out of Eternity
This new Day was born;
Into Eternity,
At night, will return.
Behold it aforetime
No eye ever did;
So soon a forever
From all eyes is hid.
The Lost Key
--Priscilla Leonard
The key of yesterday
I threw away;
And now, too late,
Before tomorrow’s fast-closed gate
Helpless I stand—in vain to pray!
In vain to sorrow!
Only the key of yesterday
Unlocks tomorrow.
Man-Making
--Edwin Markham
We are all blind until we see
That in the human plan
Nothing is worth the making if
It does not make the man.
Why build these cities glorious
If man unbridled goes?
In vain we build the work, unless
The builder also grows.
Life
--Wayne Gard
Life is like a wayside bloom
The butterfly disdains,
But where the propping honey bee
Finds nectar for her pains.

Any hill is too high
For a poor climber.
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Wenzel Wisdom
(All quotes are Mr. Wenzel’s)
Compiled from Peggy Erickson’s Notebook

Every time you open your mouth
Your mind goes on parade.
Any dead fish can swim downstream,
But it takes a live one to swim upstream.
If you pay in peanuts,
You must expect to get a monkey.
What a man cannot clearly state,
He does not know.
An effort a day keeps failure away.
Trifles make perfection,
But perfection is no trifle.
Do your work well and you will come to love it.
Neglect your work and you will come to hate it.
A writer can’t interest others unless he is interested himself.
There are no dull topics—only dull people.
Simplicity is the keynote to style.
Every artist dips his brush in his own soul and paints his own nature into
his pictures.
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This compilation was only in Denise Kuitunen’s notebook. Only a few credits were given.

A Word To The Wise…
Keep thy shop, and thy shop shall keep thee.
Choose your rut carefully.

You’ll be in it for the next nine months.

Every time you open your mouth, your mind goes on parade.
There is always enough time for courtesy.
Do your work well, and you will learn to love it.
you will grow to hate it.

Neglect your work, and

Tomorrow’s achievements
Be whatever they may,
Are the future results
Of good planning today.
Procrastination is the ruination of mankind.
It’s nice to be important, but it’s important to be nice.
Any dead fish can swim down stream, but it takes a live one to swim
upstream.
Attention is the stuff that memory is made of.
“Did you hear about the procrastinators who wanted to form a club?
kept putting it off.” –Denise

They

The man who does his best today will be a hard man to beat tomorrow.
Speak good English and good English will speak for you.
Writing is hard work!
Who hath a book
Hath friends at hand,
And gold and gear
At his command;
And rich estates,
If he but look,
Are held by him
Who hath a book.
Seldom use the same word twice in the same sentence, or even in the same
neighborhood, except for emphasis.
A writer can’t interest others, unless he is interested himself.
Simplicity is the keynote of style.
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A writer must be awake to the humorous, the tragic, and deeply moving things
about him.
--All topics can be interesting.—
Every artist dips his brush in his soul, and paints his own nature into his
pictures.
It is no disgrace to start all over.

It is usually an opportunity.

“The only thing I would whip school boys for is not knowing their English.”
--Churchill
What a man cannot clearly state he does not know.
“One word, and I could put the world into your hands.”
--From “The Miracle Worker”
“Without language, she’s like an animal, a pet that has to be house broken.”
--from “The Miracle Worker”
The level of English we use reveals our maturity.
Silence is the element in which great things fashion themselves.
In quietness and confidence shall be your strength.
The secret of success is and then some.
When you break your word, you break something that cannot be mended.
“I will have no one on my ship who is not afraid of whales.”
--from “Moby Dick”
Every day is election day.
Wisdom is: Knowing what to do next.
Skill is: Knowing how to do it.
Virtue is: Doing it!
Nothing is as popular as kindness.
Quality not Quantity is our measure.
A man is known by the company he keeps.
Instead of crying over spilt milk—go milk a cow.
Intelligence is the capacity to wonder.
“Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else.”
--James Barrie
Kindness, like grain, increases by sowing.
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Language is a miracle.
He that gropes in the gutter will dirty his fingers.
Rudeness is a weak man’s excuse for strength.
A hero is one who knows how to hang on one minute longer.
Laziness grows on people; it begins in cobwebs and ends in chains.
Any hill is too steep for a poor climber.
A boy who is not handicapped is handicapped.
Next to Helen Keller, we are handicapped.
Happiness is having the bell ring just as you are called on to recite.
There is no excellence without difficulty.
“I did poorly in most subjects, but the noble structure of the English
sentence got into my bones—that noble English sentence.”
--Churchill
Sir Winston – Man of the Century
“Never have so many owed so much to so few.”
--Churchill
“It is a great pity that in the world of light, the gift of sight is used as
a convenience rather than a means of adding beauty and understanding to
life.”
--Helen Keller
Too many people make cemeteries of their lives by burying their talents.
Be yourself – an original is always better than a copy.
The brook would lose its song if we removed the rocks.
There is no record of anybody being drowned by sweat.
Do not neglect to keep your shoes polished.
if not at the other.

You can always shine at one end

The purpose of life is not to be happy, but to matter.
Courtesy is contagious—let’s start an epidemic.
A woodpecker gets results because he uses his head.
Elbow grease is still the essential of industry.
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A man, who commits a mistake and doesn’t correct it, is committing another
mistake.
“He who has conferred a kindness should be silent. He who has received one
should speak of it.”
--Senica
Impatience is the enemy of thought.
Too many people fashion their lives after French bread – one long loaf.
Razors are not sharpened on velvet.
Politeness is to do or say
The kindest thing, in the kindest way.
A dog doesn’t normally bite the hand that feeds him.
Don’t wait until you’re a man to be great—be a great boy.
Love rules his kingdom without a sword.
There is no crown without a fight.
Idleness is the root of all evil.
Honesty in little things is not a little thing.
Those who wish to sing always find a song.
Good work will produce good results.
Begin your work well and you will finish the job in half the time.
To live well is to work well.
When men speak badly of you, so live, that no one will believe them.
Nothing great was ever accomplished without enthusiasm.
Enthusiasm is contagious!
Many would come to wisdom if they did not think themselves already there.
The time to laugh is when you don’t feel like it.
Everybody’s friend is everybody’s fool.
Everybody, sooner or later, sits down to a banquet of consequences.
He, who commits a sin twice, considers it no longer a sin.
A compliment is a gift, not to be thrown away carelessly, unless you want to
hurt the giver.
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Character is like a fence; it cannot be strengthened with whitewash.
Men who read succeed!
Don’t confuse motion with action.
Watch the company you keep. Choose those who stimulate your best and
highest interests and endeavors.
After burying the hatchet, don’t mark the spot.
Always behave like a duck. Remain calm and unruffled on the surface, but
keep paddling like fury underneath.
Show what you have learned in speaking and writing or your grade will
suffer.
Doing nothing is doing ill.
If life hands you a lemon, don’t pucker up; make lemonade.
A poor appetite for books eventually leads to intellectual malnutrition.
Why do we have to lose something to find out how much we love it?
“Once you’ve failed to educate a child, you’ve failed. You can’t make it up
later.”
--John F. Kennedy
Sin always starts out being fun.
A man’s worth is not determined by his physical size or by his appearance
but by what he has in his soul.
No dog can chase two hares.

141

APPENDIX
(Miscellaneous Mr. Wenzel)

Rhyme
Rhythm

repetition of life sounds
numbered of stressed syllables

Figures of speech

comparison between two very unlike things that have
striking similarities.

Speaking literally

saying what you mean.

Speaking figuratively

dressing it up & stretching the meaning of what you
are saying.

Cliché

old & stale expression which doesn’t shock.

Simile

2 unlike things joined by like or as – it’s expressed.

Metaphor

implied comparison between 2 unlike things that are like one
another.

Personification
Allusion

taking unloving things & changing them into people.

a reference to history, literature, or something in the Bible.

Alliteration

begin several words in succession with the same letter in
order to create a certain effect.

Onomatopoeia

you use sounds to suggest the real thing.

Inversion
Apostrophe
Imagery

Satire

direct address of something that is (animated) not living or
somebody absent as though he was present.

using words to represent and impress of our senses.

Hyperbole
Irony

inverted sentence.

deliberate exaggeration for effect.

saying the opposite of what you really feel or believe.
using ridicule to expose & attack human vices, human frailties, &
institutions with the aim of correcting them.

Assonance

repeating the same vowel sounds inside words near to each other.

Narrative poetry
Lyric poetry
Verse

tells a story.

tells the author’s feelings.

a single line of poetry.
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Stanza

group of verses forming a division of a poem.

Refrain

lines that are repeated at the end of the stanza.

Couplet

2 successive verses that rhyme.

Quatrain
Foot
Meter
Iambic

stanza of 4 lines usually with alternative lines rhyming.

(unit of measure) consists of one accented syllables & one or 2
unaccented syllables.
tells how many feet in a line.
VI

Trochaic

IV

Anapestic
Dactylic

VVI
IVV

Rhyme scheme
Blank verse
Free verse
Poet

the ordered pattern of rhymes at the ends of the lines of a
poem or verse.
Unrhymed iambic pentameter.

not following the rules of meter or rhythm. Unequal line length.

balancing of praises, repetition.

Sensitive to life – words.

Four characteristics of poetry:
Rhyme
Condensed
Rich in imagery
Suggests an important theme
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Drama Terms
I. Types of Plays
A. Tragedy. A play written in a serious style, in which the conflict
results in disaster for the leading characters.
B. Comedy. A play in which the difficulties of the leading characters
have a happy solution.
C. Serious drama. Sometimes used to describe a serious play which is
not a tragedy.
D. Melodrama. A drama in which the plot and the situations, the
emotions and the language are exaggerated to the point of
sensationalism or improbability.
E. Farce. A drama in which the plot and characters are also
exaggerated to the point of improbability—the emphasis being on
ridiculous types and events to heighten the entertainment value of
the play. In both melodrama and farce the characters are usually
flat stereotypes, rather than round individuals.
F. Pantomime. A play in which the story is told entirely by action.
No speed is used.
G. Tableau. Dead scene, wedding, or cemetery scene.
II. Styles of Plays
A. Realism. The attempt to show life as it really is: Most of our
plays today are realistic. They deal with real people who face
everyday problems.
B. Naturalism. This is realism in extreme form.
C. Romance. Here the characters and their actions are generally
remote from real life; the emphasis is the glamorous quality of the
far away or long ago. Many musicals like Oklahoma! are romantic.
D. Expressionism. This style presents ideas without the usual forms
of drama, like Our Town.
III. Stage and Acting Terms
A. Set – the scenery for a play.
B. Props (properties) – all movable furnishings required on the stage.
C. Flats – Pieces of upright scenery made of canvas stretched over
wooden frames.
D. Proscenium arch – the arch which holds the curtain—the great
opening between the stage and the theater.
E. Lead – the most important acting part in a play.
F. Ad lib – to speak lines not in the script—to make up conversation.
G. Character parts – parts in which some strong individual trait is
emphasized. The opposite is straight part.
H. “Curtain!” – To call “Curtain!” is the usual warning to the
audience in the lobby that the play is about to begin or that
intermission is over.
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Genre Literature 10
Mr. Wenzel
Character Motivation
To understand fiction, we must know why the characters do what they
do. The best fictional people are well-rounded as real people. Real people
don’t do things without reasons, and neither should fictional characters.
These reasons are called character motivation. If character motivation is
lacking, the characters are often flat, cardboard, unreal, stereotyped,
lacking dimension.
The driving forces behind the actions of the characters may be grouped
into eight classes. Occasionally one will be confronted with a bizarre
character who does not quite fit into one of these, but it is rare.
1. Love: but the author can rarely rely on this one alone, as love does
not conquer all. That, unfortunately, is a theory for fairy tales.
2. Curiosity: often used in mysteries or science fiction. Men are
curious animals. It was much of Huckleberry Finn’s motive but, like
love, curiosity cannot sustain an entire novel.
3. Self-preservation: a very sound one; everybody wants to survive,
except for a few psychotics.
4. Self-satisfaction: much of what we do is caused for the satisfaction
of our wants, desires, and urges.
5. Greed: may include a lust for money, power, fame, sex, etc.
6. Self-discovery: the “coming of age.” Sooner or later everyone must
come to the point in life where the view point of adolescence will
seem naïve, even stupid. Then we must make a conscious effort, even a
strong exertion of our will power to wrestle with ourselves and come
to terms with life.
7. Duty: loyalty, duty to family, country, leaders. Today we no longer
want blind duty. We want also the satisfaction from having done the
right thing.
8. Revenge: commonly used in westerns.
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TV REVIEW
PROGRAM:
DATE:

“The Jazz Age”

Friday, August 5, 1964

TIME and CHANNEL:

10-11 P.M. – Channel #5

SYNOPSIS: This means to summarize the story in about 100150 words.
THEME: This means to tell what “point” the story was trying
to make or illustrate – what is the story trying to tell
us?
EVALUATION: This means to give your honest opinion of the
show – its subject matter, its production, its acting, its
sound, its characters, its dialogue, etc.
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Book Report Outline

I. Introduction
Title of book
Name of author
Type of book
II. Setting
Time
Place
III. Brief summary leading up to chief event.
IV. Chief event (in detail)
V. Appreciation of book.
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HOW TO QUOTE FROM A BOOK
When you quote sixty words or fewer, put quotation
marks around the quoted passage. Leave three dots to show
part of a sentence is omitted. Leave four dots to show one
or more sentences have been omitted.
For long passages:

:

.
.
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JOHN STEINBECK
By Karen Tachneny

Karen
Tachneny
Class of
1982

John Steinbeck was born on February 27, 1902 in Salinas, California,
and died December 20, 1968 in New York City.
Steinbeck grew up in California on a ranch. He attended Stanford
University in 1920-1926, but did not take a degree. His father was
treasurer of Monterey County and his mother was a school teacher. He spent
a lot of time supporting himself as a laborer while writing. His
observations of people working led him to write some of his stories. The
thing that influenced him the most in his writings was the fact that he was
poor as a little kid and he wanted to help these people.
Vincent McHugh has given the best report on Steinbeck as an author to
date. He is quoted as saying: “He works things out with a technical
command that is exceptionally acute and various—patient rather than daring,
and as yet more effective with scene and texture than it is in the larger
form.” He is praised for his “realistic and imaginative” writing about
agricultural workers. Steinbeck’s writings have a lyric quality that
sometimes lifts his naturalistic passages into a heightened realism and at
other times betrays the author into sentimental byways. Out of his
indignation at injustice and his admiration for the poor in everything but
spirit came his best work.
The Nobel Prize was given to Steinbeck in 1962 and the Pulitzer Prize
was given to Steinbeck in 1940 for his novel, The Grapes of Wrath which was
written in 1939.
Some of Steinbeck’s other famous books are:
Cup of Gold (1929)

The Wayward Bus (1947)

Pastures of Heaven (1932)

Russian Journal (1948)

To a God Unknown (1933)

Burning Bright (1950)

Tortilla Flat (1935)

*East of Eden (1952)

Dubious Battle (1936)

Sweet Thursday (1954)

*Of Mice and Men (1937)

*The Winter of Our Discontent (1961)

Their Blood is Strong (1938) Travels with Charley (1962)
*The Moon is Down (1942)
Bombs Away (1942)
*Cannery Row (1945)
*The Pearl (1947)

**The Red Pony (1949)
Forgotten Village and Viva Zapatal
were scripts written directly for
motion pictures by Jon Steinbeck.
* - Most famous.
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Four Book Reports by Richard Sherva, Class of 1966.
Red Badge of Courage
By Stephen Crane – Fiction
A young boy who goes to war to become a hero, but when he gets there,
war is like a nightmare, and all the killing that is going on in the story
is almost too much for him to stand, especially when his friends meet death,
this is the general outline of the book. He gets hurt once from a hit on
the head by an enraged comrade and this is his red badge of courage. At the
end of the book you read about him dreaming of his home and all the things
on the farm; especially his mother’s cooking.
This was a good book in so much as it let you know what war is really
like and it’s just as if you were projected into the youth’s place. The
author had very vivid comparison and description of things, usually
something in war to something in nature.

The Lone Hunt
By Steele – Fiction
This book is about a boy named Yancy Crawford who lives in the Ozarks
in the yearly 1800’s. Yancy is twelve years old but his mother treats him
like a girl. He doesn’t get to prove himself till he goes buffalo hunting
with his brother but doesn’t come home when they do, but instead keeps on
hunting till he gets the buffalo. On the hunt he has many exciting thrills.
This was a very easy book to read and a very easy book to understand.
I wouldn’t suggest anyone to read this book unless they aren’t a very good
reader.

Meet The Mob
By Mullady – biography
This book tells of the prohibition era in the U.S. Most of the book
takes place in Chicago but there are a few parts that take place in New
York. This book tells about such hoodlums as Bugsy Goldstein, Al Capone,
Jake “Greasy Thumb” Guzek, and many others. It takes each of many of these
gangsters and tells their life, up to the time they die or get shot or get
executed. This book has fourteen pictures of some of these gangsters.
This is an interesting book for finding out how these gangsters really
lived. The book was pretty easy to read also. I think anybody that watches
the “Untouchables” should read this book.
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Lion Hound
By Jim Kjelgaard – fiction
This story is about a young boy and an old trapper and their struggle
to eliminate a killer lion, which has become a nuisance and a hazard to
almost every living thing. It tells just about every move of both man and
beast. The lion gets flesh wounds a couple of times and this sets him out
on killing sprees which end up with men close at his heels. At the end of
the book, the lion gets shot by the angry boy. The thing the lion did was
kill the trapper who was the boy’s best friend.
This is a very good book, but yet not hard to read. The author does a
very good job of describing. The book is so skillfully written that you
almost feel as though you are the main character in the book.

“Nothing in the world can take the place of persistence. Talent will
not-nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent. Genius will
not-unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. Education will not-the world is
full of educated derelicts. Persistence and determination alone are
omnipotent.”
--Calvin Coolidge
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Inserted between the pages of Jeff Bednark’s notebook was a newspaper that appeared
to be an assignment from Mr. Wenzel. There are Wenzel’s red ink marks peppered
throughout.

I list the Notebooks here by high school graduation year.
had Mr. Wenzel about four years earlier.
--Russell Jones

They would have

Richard Sherva, Class of 1966.
Richard’s notebook was the only spiral bound one I received.

Richard and Mr. Wenzel were friends long after he graduated. One day they were talking about
notebooks and Mr. Wenzel asked Richard to bring his notebook to a lunch get together. He
told Richard his notebook was “beautiful” and changed his grade from an A to an A+ then
signed it. What a nice signature Mr. Wenzel had!

Glen Semanko, Class of 1967

Glen’s notebook was very formally written with no abbreviations. This was a
great help for me since I didn’t have Wenzel for a teacher.

A lot of the notebooks had curved lines with arrows. This was not possible in Word, so my
arrowed lines are straight.

Denise Knitunen, Class of 1968
Denise’s notebook had the most beautiful cursive handwriting. I thought her writing was a
work of art by itself! Denise also was very organized and divided her notebook into sections
by course quarters and topics, as opposed to only sections like the others.

Peggy Erickson, Class of 1973
Peggy’s notebook had the most extensive Poetry Unit.

Marybeth Ekberg, Class of 1974
If I had received Marybeth’s notes first, this project may have never happened. Marybeth had
already transcribed her original notebook and shares copies of it with her students. She
said I could keep the notes she sent!

Marybeth also sent me a beautiful card with her notebook gift:

So sweet!

Jeff Bednark, Class of 1975
Jeff’s notebook had some extra assignments included and the best vocabulary section at the
end. This made for some interesting additions to the project.

Jeff’s notebook was signed by Mr. Wenzel!

Mary Piper, Class of 1977.
(Senior picture unavailable, 10th grade pic.)
Mary’s notebook arrived too late to be of much help. I was already about ½ way through
transcription, so I just used it as confirmation on what was already completed.

Karen Tacheny, Class of 1982
Karen’s notebook was full of beautiful artwork and inspired most of the illustrations
peppered throughout the project. Mr. Wenzel allowed each student to decorate their notebooks
as they wished.

Ruben Wenzel’s Graduation Announcement in the Parkston Advance newspaper.

(Compliments of the Parkston, SD Historical Society)

Article compliments of Edison High School Archives.

Sunday, June 2, 1985

Minneapolis Star and Tribune

From NORTHEASTER Newspaper:
Ruben Wenzel celebrates 90th birthday
by Mark Peterson
posted on June 2, 2016

Although he ended his teaching career in 1985, Ruben Wenzel’s
students made sure he knew what an effect he had on them. Fifty of his former
charges held a lunch celebrating his 90th birthday on May 6th at Jax
restaurant, and Wenzel was the guest of honor.
Participants had printed quizzes on their plates in the style of their
beloved English teacher, who had taught at Sheridan, Northeast Junior High
and Edison during his thirty-year stint.
No speeches were given, but Wenzel received a long line of wellwishers at his chair. One of the guests, Virginia Aarland, said: “Don’t ask me
what I had for lunch yesterday, but I can still remember all the words he made
up.” Another guest said “He was teaching us English, but he was also giving
us life lessons. We learned etiquette, grooming and how to speak in public.”
At least two people present had become teachers themselves. Diane Homa,
who took Wenzel’s class at Sheridan in 1962, said “Many of us in careers
other than teaching have used his ideas and teaching methods.”
As the party broke up, Wenzel said “I’m just grateful to have worked
with such wonderful people.”
Former student Denise Engebretson still has her copy of “Elements of
Style” from Mr. Wenzel’s English class. And, the students still call him Mr.
Wenzel.

(Photos by Mark Peterson)

Reprinted with permission.

Ruben E. Wenzel

Wenzel, Ruben E. Ruben was born May 6, 1926 and attended rural
school in Parkston, South Dakota. He was county-wide valedictorian
in 1944. He graduated from Dakota Wesleyan U and the U of
Denver. He served in the US Army 1950-52. After teaching in
Watertown, SD he taught English from 1955-85 at Sheridan, NE Jr.
High, and Edison H.S. in Minneapolis. He was Minnesota Teacher of
the Year nominee in 1977 and a Minnesota Teacher of Excellence.
"Mr. Wenzel" set high standards, and his students rose to meet them.
He was highly respected by parents and students alike. He taught
grammar, literature, and enduring lessons for purposeful living. For
decades he enjoyed letters and visits from former students. A world
traveler, he maintained a rich devotional and worship life as member
of Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church. Ruben was the subject of a feature
article in Minneapolis Star Tribune, June 2, 1985.
Published on November 22, 2020

Guest Book
23 comments
Angela Brenny
Edison High School
Class of '81
Mr Wenzel was by far the best teacher I ever had. He taught me proper grammar and a love for the
English language.
Nancy Gail Robinson Roberts
I had Mr. Wenzel for my freshman English class in the year 1967. I read all comments below so many
quotations I still remember. I raised six children using what I learned from this amazing person. He
touched my entire world forever. And so many others too. Never pass up an opportunity to become
acquainted with the “Wenzels” in our lives. I’m sure you all know what I mean. I imagine he has a
really wonderful family somewhere.
Sincerely to whom ever reads this,
Nancy Roberts
Lori (Grega) Grundhofer
I, as well as many, treasure my "Wenzel Notebook.". Lots of hours of writing and studying/memorizing
went into that book, and let's not forget the "specials" that we were to decorate and make stand out in
our books. They were important lessons in life that Mr. Wenzel hand picked for us. I loved learning in
his classroom but was petrified of being called on to recite the previous day's notes even though I had
them memorized. It happened only once, and I remember I sat in the front row that semester, right in
front of Mr. Wenzel s desk. I got up after the magic finger landed on my name, recited my notes and
then sat back down. He looked at me afterwards and asked if I had just seen a ghost. Lol.
Mr. Wenzel was someone who deserved to be respected. He made such an impact on anyone who was
lucky enough to know him. I am forever grateful for taking that step in N.E. Junior High by signing up
for Challenge English.
Alan Ware
The most memorable, impactful teacher of my k-12 years. He instilled in all of us greater respect for the
precision and drama of language. And he set a great example of a caring, strict teacher who set high
expectations and believed you could meet them.
Cam Oyen, Northeast Jr. High, 1970-71
My brother strongly suggested that I transfer into Mr. Wenzel's 9th grade English class. Best move I
ever made at Northeast. The teacher/student relationship matured into a friendship with many lunches,
none of which he would allow me to pay for; regrets, I've had a few. He was so kind to servers and
introduced me to them, telling them all about me. He would send a box of chocolates home for my wife
and kids. A man of impeccable manners and unfailing kindness. I still have my "Wenzel notebook" and
I was able to share it with him a few years ago. He seemed touched. I truly miss those opportunities we
had to reconnect periodically. He was a great teacher, mentor, friend, example. I definitely miss him.

Susan Harris
I too am very thankful that I was a student in Mr. Wenzel's English class. Wait, did I end my sentence
with a preposition? I did it again.
Thank you, Mr, Wenzel, as many have said, for being so wonderful.
I echo Christy's sentiment, Love to all who cared for this lovely man.
David Ware
Mr. Wenzel inspired his students to care about language, primarily, but also about integrity,
impeccability, and our our potentials being met. I was already an A student before room 212 at
Northeast Jr. High in '74; but after those hours in his presence, I had something more to carry with
me. A beautiful person, he was!
Sarah McNeal
I was twice blessed with Mr. Wenzel, since he transferred from the junior high to the high school at the
same time I did. He was the single most influential teacher of my life. He made college easy. I never got
less than an 'A' on any English assignment because of him.
Standing in front of class, reciting yesterday's lesson, which was carefully rewritten in blue and red pen
and saved into a three-ring binder, was terrifying. Yet I can still recite many of those lessons today.
I asked him to autograph my binder at a gathering a few years ago, which fellow students organized. He
said he was honored, but the honor was all mine.
Thank you isn't enough for teachers like Mr. Wenzel. Godspeed.
Lyn Miller
Mr. Wenzel gave us all handwritten quotations to carry with us at the end of the spring term in 1965,
which was one of the hardest years of my young life. He somehow knew that and the quote he gave me
was from St. Teresa of Avila: Let nothing disturb you, let nothing frighten you; all things pass but God;
God alone suffices. When later on in life I arrived at Harvard Divinity School for graduate work, thanks
to the love and discipline of learning he instilled in me, I joined the convocation choir and by chance
was given for a solo Nada Te Turbe, St. Teresa’s prayer in Spanish. Today, at 70, that prayer is my rock.
Mr. Wenzel was so much more than a marvelous English teacher.
Bev Miles
We met Ruben after a service at Mount Olivet, when he commented on my husbands sweater! He sat in
the same row every Sunday, as we did. We became friends, exchanging Christmas cards and we
enjoyed his and missed him when he could no longer attend services. What a wonderful human being.
May you rest in peace in the arms of our Saviour.
Richard Sherva- Sheridan 1962
I was lucky to reacquaint with Ruben about 20 years ago, and we shared many lunches, car rides, and
chats. He always engaged wait staff, servers, and others in a restaurant. They always ended up
smiling!! Wonderful human being!!

Denise Roff
Mr. Wenzel was a teacher that required your very best. He required a 3 ring note book that required
good penmanship and certain words written in red. I had that notebook until about 5 years ago. I
respected Mr. Wenzel and learned a lot from him.
Bob Erickson, Sheridan 1955
November 23, 2020
Mr. Wenzel was by far the most outstanding teacher that I ever had....He was demanding, but fair....I
carried his teachings into high school, college and 40 years working for the Star Tribune....He was the
best.....
John Pignatello, Edison 1979
I took Mr Wenzel’s “Challenge English” class at NE Jr High in 1975-76. My mother insisted. Room
212, third hour. I was new to NE that year after attending Catholic school for eight years and I had no
idea what was in store for me. His discipline and high expectations pushed me from a mediocre kid to a
well-rounded student striving to do better. He taught English and so much more. Do your best, and then
some. Every time you speak, your mind goes on parade. Hitch your wagon to a star. Thank you, Ruben
Wenzel, for making me a better student and a better person. You were exemplary. May you Rest In
Peace.
Rick Eskola
Mr. Wenzel was my 8th grade English teacher at NE Jr. High. (‘68-69) Without a doubt he was the best
teacher I ever had . I learned so much from him , but most of all discipline. I would like to share a saying
he would often say: “Procrastination is the the thief of time” I have never forgotten that. A wise man
indeed.
Betty Lyke Urie
Rick, another quote I remember: A little bit of knowledge is a dangerous thing." He had high standards
andmost students strived to meet them. Like many other former students, I got BA & MA in English it
and taught at MCTC, St Kates, and advised a literary magazine.
Would love to catch up with you!
Mary Price
Ruben was a dear friend to my aunt and uncle, Florence and Harry. They took him under their wings
when he was a brand new teacher at Sheridan, and he repaid them with years of devoted friendship.
Ruben attended many of our family gatherings over the years and he never failed to impress us with his
impeccable manners and perfect diction. I take comfort in knowing the three of them have been reunited.
Rest peacefully.
Christy Salmonson
Mr. Wenzel took the time to give me the best advice given during my high school career. My locker was
outside his school room. He pulled me into his room and gave me the most thoughtful advice anyone
could have. I will never forget this. He did not lecture me he told me facts. Facts that transformed my
life forever. May he Rest In Peace. Love to all who cared for this lovely man.
RJC 1966 NE Jr. High
Best teacher I ever had. God bless you and rest in peace.

Jim Wester ‘58
As I stated on Facebook, Mr. Wenzel was my best teacher by far. Most important, he taught me the joys
of reading. I also learned what happened when I didn’t do my best.
I was fortunate to have many enjoyable lunches with him over the years. Today there is a hollow spot in
my heart. RIP GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT.
Virginia Aalund Fuhrken
When to say "between" and when to say "among." The hunter shot the bear among the eyes. Who
could forget lessons like this one?
Earl Hatcher
Herr Wenzel, thanks for your unforgettable style, dedication and friendship. You are a treasure from my
youth.
Carole Kammeier Lampi
He was top of my list favorite teacher ! ‘ if you pay in peanuts,
expect to get a monkey. Quotes of the week I enjoyed and remember to
this day...a mere 58 years ago!
More tribute and memories from Mr. Wenzel’s Obit:

Post here to share a memory of Ruben or send condolences to the family.

We're getting this a little late in Florida.
Mr. Wenzel, and I would never stop to calling him by his first name, was the best teacher I had in 19
years of schooling: Bar none. I am sure you have heard this hundreds of times lately.
I still have the original note book I produced in his class back in 1959. If the house were burning down
yep, that's what I would go back for.
He was the surely one in a million.
I honor his memory and give my sympathy and regards to the family.
Ingo Dere
Ingo Dere - December 09, 2020 at 07:36 AM
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr Wenzel taught me to appreciate fine literature, proper grammar and speech and to develop good
character! I still, to this day, keep a literature notebook and a favorite quotation journal because of Mr
Wenzel! He was the most wonderful, impactful teacher from whom I had the privilege of learning! I still
keep my “Wenzel Notebook” from his classes in 1979 and 80! We will share stories about his amazing
positive impact on our lives until we meet him again! Thank you, Mr Wenzel-you will never be
forgotten!
Annr Beaufeaux - November 25, 2020 at 10:31 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Mr Wenzel always terrified me but only because I was afraid he would call on me to speak in front of
the class!
His class taught me how to listen and not just hear. He taught me how to stay focused by blocking out
distractions. He taught me how to be a respectful student by doing both. To think before you speak. My
favorite quote from his class remains today one of my favorites, and I raised my children to heed its
counsel, "Every time you open your mouth, your mouth goes on parade."
Oh...and that the comma is not the only form of punctuation! :laughing:
Mr Wenzel was a good man and a great educator. Thank you, Sir.
Catherine (Kyle) Yahrmatter - November 26, 2020 at 07:31 PM
------------------------------------------------------------------------------...

Mr. Wenzel is the greatest teacher I ever had. He taught me life lessons that have guided me to this day
at my age of 70. He was a disciplinarian, but his discipline always guided us to creativity.
In jr. high, he caught me and another boy cheating on one of his many tests and made us stay after
school for a month!! But instead of just sitting around at our desks, he made us read books and write
book reports. His discipline was always creative.
If our nation's school boards adopted his teaching methods, we would, by far, be the most literate nation
on earth.
God bless you, Mr. Wenzel. I will look you up in the next life and look forward to you teaching me the
lessons the angels have shared with you.
Respectfully and Gratefully,
Nick Aguilar
Nick Aguilar - November 25, 2020 at 09:54 AM

JB
This notebook sits on my bookshelf; it's lived there for 42 years. The shelf changed as I moved from
home to school to apartment to house to house, but its place of importance on that shelf remained
constant.
I reference not only his notes, but the scores of life lessons he passed on. I quote Mr Wenzel to this day.
My children know the one-liners he changed daily on the board (remember caulk boards?) to greet his
class every morning. "Fame is a vapor, Popularity an accident, Riches take wings, only one thing
remains, Character", or "Any dead fish can float downstream. It takes a live one to swim up it.", or this
"Education is what remains after you're through forgetting", and one I've often repeated to my children
the night before their tests, "One cannot clearly state what he does not know."
I have a large repertoire of Poe, Shaw, Holmes, Dickenson poems still at my fingertips. He asked us to
memorize them, and they stuck. I can't remember my anniversary, but for some reason these poems
cling to the cobwebs in my head. As well, so do the lessons of capitalization, punctuation, sentence
structure and parts of speech.
No one teacher affected my life, and contributed to so much of my success in such a profound way as
did Mr Wenzel. I am passing on his lessons to my children, and if God blesses me with them, I will give
to my grandchildren. Mr. Wenzel will live on.
God bless you, Mr Wenzel. May God grant peace and comfort to your family.
I just now opened the old "Wenzel Notebook" and sitting there on the random page I found this, another
of his famous one-liners:
"You have touched me. I have grown."

John Benjamin - November 24, 2020 at 09:51 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SA
Well said John!
susa allen - November 24, 2020 at 10:01 AM

Learned more from him than anyone else (scholastically anyway) - taught me that yawning in class is
disrespectful.
Nick Johnson - November 24, 2020 at 10:53 AM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------LC
Ah. Mr. Wenzel. I’ve been composing “memories” in my head since last Wednesday when my older
sister let my siblings and I know that Mr. Wenzel had died. She said that someone had posted it on
Facebook. I am not “on” Facebook and I rarely regret that. This was one of the times that I did feel some
regret. Mainly, I wish that I had known about the party that was thrown for Mr. Wenzel 4 years ago.
Although I had left a note for him sometime after I graduated, I would have loved to have told him,
again, how much I loved his class, how much I learned, but more importantly how much I appreciated
him as a human. While a lot of people found Mr. Wenzel scary, I personally felt his class was safe and
secure and stable. I felt competent and not clumsy. It was something that I needed. I’ve had some tears
these last few days thinking about how much I loved him and that he is gone…although he really isn’t
gone. He has always been with me. Every time I (still) pause when deciding between “effect” and
“affect” and every time one of his vignettes floats through my brain. My siblings and I have quoted
those vignettes regularly. We seem to be pulling them out more often in this challenging year that 2020
has been. I hope to hear about his Memorial Service in the Spring and would gladly fly back to
Minneapolis from way out here in Seattle. In the meantime, I’m going to go find my Wenzel notebook
and arm myself with some wisdom, inspiration, and good memories.
Lisa Beth Cominetti - November 22, 2020 at 05:27 PM
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

and he taught us how to SPELL vignette!!!
Nick Johnson - November 24, 2020 at 10:54 AM
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I was a student in 1965, English
In his class I was a terrible student , but I always respected him and I made a deal with him that he
would not fail me If I turned in the assignment every day ....right or wrong
rickey ferrara - November 24, 2020 at 04:47 PM
...
AF

Anders Frank - November 21, 2020 at 09:22 PM
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EH
Like yesterday. Great man.
Earl Hatcher - November 22, 2020 at 11:46 AM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr Wenzel was the best teacher I have ever had. He not only taught me English but also so many
important life lessons. My "Wenzel" notebook sits in my closet to this day and I cherish it. I also have a
handwritten letter to my parents from Mr Wenzel and it is also a prized possession. This fine man will
be missed.
Carol Collias - November 21, 2020 at 08:27 PM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DF

Dennis Frank - November 20, 2020 at 09:46 AM
DF
Our family has known Ruben for over fifty years as a teacher, friend, and baptismal sponsor for our two
sons. Throughout his retirement he relished the contacts with former students.
I keep my "Wenzel notebook" handy and consult it when needed. Perhaps you still remember some
quotations that he assigned us to memorize. "Whoever has received, on him there is an inexorable behest
to give." (Carlyle)
Dennis Frank, Kristen Simon-Frank, Anders Frank, Hans
Frank
Dennis Frank - November 20, 2020 at 09:16 AM

Ruben, you were a teacher of English and an educator of life lessons. You truly cared for all of your
students. I was amazed how you could still remember me and what class I was in and in what row and
what seat I sat in your class. Thank you for your influence in all of your students' lives. I will always
remember you the way that you've remembered me. Rest in peace good friend!
Steven Frank - November 20, 2020 at 01:51 PM
SD
Our Dear Friend Ruben > so many wonderful memories over half a century made > some in restaurants
with you and especially one occasion when we visited with you and Dr. Frank Braun at the Meadows >
we played a game designed by Anne-Marie called "Horsefeathers!" It involved the use of a Dictionary,
command of English language, and life experiences. You were delighted to be able to use a hardcover
Dictionary - Webster's Tenth Edition. A life well shared and well lived! To your Memory, Dearest
Ruben. Love Anne-Marie and Sheila de Jong (Jim in Memoriam).
SHEILA DEJONG - November 20, 2020 at 02:00 PM
DC
Mr. Wenzel Spoke with great authority and valuable lessons for life. I recall him saying that we should "
Associate ourselves with men of good quality if we esteem our reputation for it is better to be alone than
in bad company. True wisdom that I cherish to this day. Many proverbs of the wise men were quotes he
cherished enough to teach the inexperienced RIP Mr. Wenzel
Doug Caple - November 22, 2020 at 08:27 AM
NB
I enjoyed reading memories by others. Obviously Ruben Wenzel touched so many of us. I had the great
pleasure of having him for a teacher. He was instrumental in directing me down the path of an English
major. Very sorry to hear of his passing. He came to our wedding in 1972. Dan Reeves and I kept in
touch with him over the years, and the last time we gathered, he took us both to JAX for lunch in 2012.
After that it was contact by phone calls or letters. Such a very special man! RIP Dear Ruben. Please
know your legacy as an educator was far far reaching...and remembered fondly!
NAOMI BLISS - November 22, 2020 at 03:25 PM
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------

I was delighted to be able to talk with Mr. Wenzel at the last big Edison all-school reunion (2012?) and
tell him that he was the hardest and best teacher I ever had. I learned English inside and out from him
and used those skills every day of my life since 9th grade. RIP Mr. Wenzel
Jill (Adolphson) Davenport - November 23, 2020 at 03:48 PM

Thank you Mr. Wenzel for the upstanding man that you were. You were my English teacher at Sheridan
Jr. High in 1965. To this day I watch my words as if you are listening. May the Good Lord bless you and
keep you in His peace. James Wiersgalla
james wiersgalla - November 23, 2020 at 05:32 PM
And more comments from Facebook, shared by Dan Berg (’64):
Dan Berg
I’ve said before on Facebook that you’re very lucky if you’ve had one great teacher in your life. I was lucky. I had
Ruben Wenzel, who died this morning at 93. He taught 9th grade English at Sheridan Junior High. Ruben grew up
on a farm near Parkston, South Dakota. He was about to drop out of high school before his senior year to help
on the farm, when the Parkston school superintendent, Mr. Hogie, visited his father and struck a deal: if Ruben
came to school once a week to turn in his work and get new assignments, he could still graduate. He did, and he
went on to college and a career in teaching.
As a teacher, he was exacting, a bit intimidating and quite formal. He wouldn’t have been out of place in an elite
boarding school, but we were the fortunate beneficiaries of his long public school career. He was also inspiring,
offering lessons in character as well as grammar and literature. Each unit began with a quotation to be
memorized and recited on demand. For example:
"No human being can come into the world without increasing or
diminishing the sum total of human happiness."
--Elihu Burritt
As word of his passing spreads today among his former students, many of us are opening those boxes that we all
have tucked away in basements or attics, retrieving our “Wenzel notebooks.” We share our favorite quotations,
and our awe at the thoroughness of his teaching. There was no textbook. We copied his lessons each day from
the blackboard. My notebook is 149 pages--and this was only grammar and usage. We had separate poetry and
fiction units, with carefully typed homework bound for his approval.
He had a huge impact on my life, and I can’t thank him enough.
One more quotation:
"No one saves us but ourselves;
No one can and no one may.
We ourselves must walk the path,
Teachers merely show the way.”
--Nancy Wilson Ross
*************************************************************************************
Maryann Whipps
He was the best English teacher I ever had. Rest in peace.
Doris Gregory
I also count him as the best teacher I ever had. I learned so much from him. I wish I had kept my notebook.
Anyone willing to sell a copy of theirs?

Valerie Bolton Solovjovs
Kim and I were just talking about him. I can’t tag her. Weird
Greg Bartz
Thank you for sharing this news and your touching story Dan. I had the great privilege of having Mr. Wenzel too.
He was teaching at Northeast Jr. High then. After the first few weeks, he asked me to stay after class. It seemed
that I was in some sort of trouble. He sat with me for a couple of minutes and explained that I wasn't in trouble.
He just wanted me to know that the work I was turning in was average. He then told me that he thought I could
do much better. I did do better...finishing the year with A's. At the end of the year, Mr. Wenzel sent a letter to
my parents. It summarized what was accomplished and the letter ended with "You must be proud parents!" He
was and still is a powerful influence on my life. Mr. Ruben Wenzel, Rest in Peace Fine Sir!
Joyce Lindquist
My sister and I both had him for 9th grd eng. strict but one of the best teachers we had.RIP MR WENZEL
Marty Schillerstrom
I was inspired by Herr Wenzel to become a High School German teacher after graduating from the U of M. Many
of his students were successful in life as much we hope as academics he stressed became part of our memories
of him.
Paula Hahn
Rrst in peace Mr. Wenzel
Ginny Holmquist Wilkerson
I never had him as I went to St. Anthony Village until 10th grade. But I heard many stories about him from the
kids in confirmation at Mt. Caramel Church. He sounded tough yet very respected! Kids worked hard for him and
were better because of him. I wish I had experienced his teaching! He sounded like a remarkable teacher!!
Melanie Moses Gates
Rest In Peace Mr. Wenzel.
Patricia Thurner
RIP Mr Wenzel,,,also the best teacher I had!
Ken DeYoe
RIP Mr Wenzel.
Thomas J. Johnson
Rubin helped me understand that stupid is no way to go through life. I make it sound mean. It wasn’t. He was
very kind and forgiving to a budding hoodlum and slacker. He, more than any teacher I ever had, taught me a lot
and set me on a course for a happy and learned life. I’m sure there are many out there who have similar stories.
The downside is, because of him, I often cringe when reading emails at work from people who clearly didn’t
have him as a teacher.
Good work Ruben Wenzel! Enjoy Heaven!

Lisa Marie
Agree, he was one of the best teachers ever. I didn't know he just passed.
Jeff Bednark
“Is am are was were be been being “... just one of the memories that pop to mind from this great man’s
teachings... Thank you, Mr. Wendell for many great lessons in English, and life.
Diane Wrona Cook
RIP Mr. Wenzel.
Garrett Rademacher
Here's to one of the men who helped shape me into who I am...RIP Mr Wenzel.
Sandy Murphy
Rest In Peace Mr. Wenzel.
Donald LaMere
Great human being and great teacher. RIP Mr Wenzel.
Mary Pommier
Best teacher. RIP Mr. Wenzel
Rebecca Hoffman
RIP Mr. Wenzel. What an amazing teacher!
Penny Laing
A dignified man in the chaos of junior high. Peace be with you Mr Wenzel
Laurie Malone
"Every time you open your mouth, your mind goes on parade." How true. I was just thinking of him Sunday and
wondering if he was still with us.
Cheri Cooper
RIP .....
I Also had a great teacher, Prescott elementary. Mrs Helbling.
Good Teachers!!!!!!!!!!
Carol Brostrom
Thank you for your fitting tribute to Mr. Wenzel. He was my 9th grade English teacher at NE Junior High. His
lessons in grammar were invaluable, and he had such high expectations for all his students. We are better
individuals because of his efforts. May he rest in peace.
Nancy Alstrup
I still have mine

Polly Russinik Walker
So very sorry to hear of his passing. While I never had him as a teacher at Edison I wish I would have. Struggling
to learn a foreign language without a decent background in English grammar is difficult to say the least.
Karen Larsen Vallecillo
One of my biggest regrets is loaning my Wenzell notebook to a foreign exchange student coworker to help him
with English grammar and I never got it back. He was an amazing teacher and I write well to this day because of
him. RIP and thank you sir.
Jackie 'Alstrup' Osterud
Nice tribute.
Sandy 'Kronk' Sivertsen
Sounds amazing!
Cindy Saba-Stoewer
I failed his class. There were reasons behind it. I sat and chatted with him about it a few years back, and he cried.
May he RIP.
Sandi Hagglund
Thank you for sharing. Mr. Wenzel was one of my favorite teachers. He was tough but we learned a lot. Just like
so many others, I still have my "Wenzel notebooks". One time, when my notebook was turned in for grading, he
circle a dark stain on one of the pages and wrote "Coffee?" I have always laughed at that. He was a truly
remarkable man and teacher. May in rest in peace.
Diane Hammes Daun
“Every time you open your mouth your mind goes on parade.”
RIP Mr. Wenzel
Liz Wagstrom
that's the one I remember the most also! RIP Mr Wenzel!
Barb Bandarek
I remember him. He was a great teacher. Had him the year I got my braces, and his whole thing with me was to
‘articulate’. Think of him often.
Don Allard
Choose your rut wisely. You'll be in it a long time
Rest in Peace
James Noyes
RIP this nation could use more like you
William Oslund
Best teacher I ever had.

Debra Erhart
You know the value of a great teacher by the impact they leave on our lives. Our notebooks(which is on a
bookshelf in my home) and the quotes we remember. I used mine to help both my daughters with grammar
when they were young. They both are English majors. I used to see him at church(Mount Olivet )and at Starkey
hearing aid business. It was fun to visit with him but the intimidation was still there between student and
teacher. RIP Mr. Wenzel
Suzie Corbett-Nygaard
When he was at NE Junior High, it was always nice to see him in the halls. I did not have him for English, but
friends of mine did and they were always grateful for having him as a teacher.
R.I.P. Mr. Wenzel.
Gwen Riley Smith
I had him at NE Junior High. He was wonderful ... expected a lot but I learned so much from him.

Barb Weber
I am very grateful for what I learned in his class. There were indeed invaluable lessons learned through his
teaching. However, if you were one of the same two students who was called upon to recite their notes
perfectly every single day, you may have a different opinion of his teaching practices. As a conscientious student
who was afraid of public speaking, this was an extremely intimidating class and teacher to approach every day.
In today's world it would be defined as abusive. The reciting exercise was completely over the top. I am
surprised no one has commented on this.
Rosanne Iskierka
I, too, dreaded being called on, which was all too often, but it sure made me study the night before! I studied
more for his class than all of my years at college. It was a stressful year, but I learned so much.
Barb Weber
Exactly! And those who had him in high school would have had a different experience with this than a 9th
grader. His class was more than a college class. I don't think that emphasizing absolute perfection, singling some
students out daily and the intimidation tactics were the best models for teaching. But I still have my notebook,
that part was great.
Melanie K Weiss
9th grade NE Jr High. I was very self conscious at that age. I studied, but would freeze up when he called on me. I
had a terrific memory and was able to bring my grade up from C to B by memorizing assigned poetry and
reciting to Mr. Wenzel after class. He would review and grade our notebooks. Hard work and extra time on my
notebook and I created a work of art. My notebook is one of the few pieces of schoolwork I still have in my
possession.
Sabrina Dunn
It looks like there is a lot of interest in having someone post their Wenzel notebook. It is not quite the same
though if not your own.

Tracy Hache Abraham
I was privileged to have been in Mr. Wenzels class when I was in 11th grade at Edison. I absolutely felt the
pressure of wanting to do well. He had a high expectation for each student that walked through his classroom
door. He had an amazing way of being firm in his standards yet nurturing at the same time. I was an average
student, but I received a good grade in his class. It was the most satisfying grade I ever received because I
worked hard to earn it.
Rest easy Mr. Wenzel. Thank you
Karen Anderson
I was lucky enough to be in his class at Sheridan. I still have his notebook.
Susan Dahl
I hated him

Jeanne Winters Gundersen
He was the person I thought of when Harry Potter movies came out...Professor Severus Snape....exacting and
intimidating,,,

Carole Smuda
I had Mr. Wendel the first year he taught. He was a favorite.
Rosanne Iskierka
Thank you for these wonderful words. I just ran across a note he wrote my parents regarding my performance
back in 1973 --luckily it was a complimentary one. Though I often dreaded attending class, he was truly the best
teacher I ever had and have used his lessons nearly every day of my life. Think of all of the lives he has impacted
in such a positive way!
Raymond Samletzka
R.I.P. a great teacher...
Gaye Perry
I’ve only had two great teachers in my school life. Mr Wendel was the first. He saw something in me that I didn’t
see and he used his skill as a great teacher to direct it out of me and show me my real abilities. He had me work
on a poem with several edits to guide me to make it better. It ended up being chosen for one of the scholastic
magazines. I continued in life to use my writing skills. Remembering Mr. Wendel, someone with a tremendous
gift that he shared with his pupils. May you Rest In Peace and know the many upon whom you have bestowed
your wisdom.
Joanne Ferraro
He was absolutely the best teacher I’ve ever had. He was teaching college level English to ninth graders. He once
told me that as a young boy, he failed English. He went to summer school and a teacher there inspired him so
much that he wanted to become a teacher.

Janice Nordquist
I have my notebook still.
Liz Wagstrom
me too
Anne Robillard Beaufeaux
Very well stated! Thank you!
Anne Robillard Beaufeaux
Still have my Wenzel notebook! “Any dead fish can float downstream; it takes a live one to swim upstream.” “If
life hands you a lemon, don’t pucker up; make lemonade.”
Kristie Wenzel
Thank you Dan.Your tribute and the many special memories he gave to so many, had an impact that has lasted
for decades. He created a balance of discipline and a path to world of lessons in english, as well as life.
For me, a bonus. I married 18 years ago, and, with pride, my last name is now....Kristie (LaCount) Wenzel
Dan Berg
Hi Kristie. Good to see your name.
Kristie Wenzel
Been friends for as long as Mr Wenzel taught us 60 years ago, and I am grateful for you both.
Judith Dechaine
Norm Chiodo
I had him as a teacher at NE Jr High. I wasn't doing well in his class, and don't recall what my final grade was
either. It wasn't him, it was me, as I struggled with English. I did get an "A" on one of the harder tests, and he
was so thrilled, he had Joanne Saba give me a kiss on the cheek for getting that A. It wasn't until many years
later that I realized how good of a teacher he really was. I wish that I still had my 3 ring binder/note book. Thank
you Mr. Wenzel.
Mary Ann Carlson
A wonderful teacher!!
Ray Calistro
I learned more in his class in 9th grade at Northeast than any other teacher I had. RIP MR Wenzel.
Paula Peterson
I definitely remember him. He was tough, but I learned a ton from him! 9 th grade!
Nancy Newell
I had Mr Wenzel at NE Jr High. 9th grade. I still use so much of what he taught me. Also the love of reading. I
am very thankful he was in my life

David Bjorge
RIP Mr. Wenzel "You are a little bit of everyone who has touched your life."
Bonnie Peterson
Fly high Mr. Wenzel

. You were a great teacher.

Dave Burbank
Mr. Wenzel was a great mentor to all his students. As challenging as his classes were he always inspired you do
your best. RIP sir you deserve it as you definitely left an impact on many.
Jeanne Blaskowski
“What you can do, or dream you can, begin it; Boldness has genius, power, and magic in it.” - Goethe. Opening
quote for the Pronoun Unit. Mr Wenzel changed all of us. He was one in a million. I’m so glad he was part of my
life. May he Rest In Peace.
Maureen Beckman
I had Mr Wenzel for English, it was my favorite class
Lisa Marie

David Beeksma
"What you cannot clearly state you do not know."
Terry Hoffman
While Mr. Wenzel’s strict teaching style was under appreciated at the time, upon leaving NE Jr. High, Nancy,
Jody and I made a phone call to him just to let him know how very much we came to appreciate him. He truly
was a gem, a teacher many of us will never forget.
Jane Haugen Krentz
I shared your lovely tribute in our Edison Class of 1970 Facebook group. Thanks for such eloquent words- proof
of what a great teacher Mr. Wenzel was.

Linda Kay Jacobsen Packer
Thank you for sharing that Tribute! We had him at Northeast Junior High also. I still have my notebooks! I shared
a story and grammar lesson with a group a couple of days ago. I Didn't know he had just passed away. We
couldn't forget the grammar he taught us. I think I could recite a few of those lessons. I did to the group I shared
with.
Robin Berkeley
One of most memorable teachers. Took deep interest in his students. Much loved. R.I.P
Lin Jambik
I'll never forget him. He forced students to follow his instructions. He was one of a kind in teaching methods. I
respected him and his rules. RIP Mr. Wenzel. This post is a very nice tribute.
Michael Rolek
He was an amazing teacher, one you wanted to work hard for. Thank you, Mr. Wenzel, Go with God.
Dale Melbie
The Wenzel Bible. I still have mine. He believed in me to be the best. He also taught me stern compassion and
accountability. I wanted to thank him. I will pray and thank him.
Prayers to him and his family.
Lynnette Olson
He was so strict. But I learned so much. So much, in fact, I only had to take the first quarter of English at the U
and was exempted from the other two. RIP, dear Mr. Wenzel.
Jean Minarik Butler
Sigh..the exclamation "I got Wenzel* struck fear into our beings yet he taught us invaluable lessons..Rest in
Peace Mr. Wenzel
Rea Ferraro
Thank you for this beautiful tribute to a man with a beautiful mind. Our son, Joe Ferraro, had him at Edison, and
has said many times what a wonderful influence Mr.Wenzel upon him and his education. Rest in peace, Mr.
Wenzel, and thank you for sharing yourself and your knowledge with our students.
Michelle Williams
The best teacher I ever had, Mr Wenzel. Here is one of the quotes I had to recite that stuck with me everyday of
my life; "When man runs out of brain he resorts to braun." Goethe. Throughout my lifetime when anything, or
anyone, made me so mad I just wanted to slap them silly, this quote would pop into my head and I would think
to myself am I all out of brain power? Ultimately, the anger was gone and I was back to being levelheaded. Mr
Wenzel was a man who was truly doing what he was meant to do. What a lucky man he was, and how lucky his
students were to have him. It was painful at the time ( lots of work) but the lessons he taught you lasted
throughout your life. Rest in peace Mr Wenzel.
Jeff Portlance
Had him for 12th grade English at Edison 82/83. My first experience with Ethan Frome. Tough teacher but it
made me buy the book again in 2010 and watch the movie.

Paul Burkland
Yup he was a different guy but a great teacher.Rip
Lori Merrill
I had him for 9th grade English at NE Junior High. His teaching opened doors for me to become a history teacher.
Although my teaching style is quite different from his, I learned that the most important thing you bring to your
classroom is high expectations for your students. Thank you Mr. Wenzel. May you rest in peace knowing your
lessons will not be forgotten.
Mary Jo Morris
Echo these words. Kind soul.
Judy Kuduk
I had him 9th grade at NE junior high. Tough class to pass but worth the effort. I hung onto my English
assignments for many years as it meant so much to me. Rest in peace Mr. Wenzel.
Penny Johnson
Another one if his gems my class had to memorize... "every time you open your mouth your mind goes on
parade"
Barb Weber
His grammar lessons were invaluable and I do thank him for that. But if you were one of his two students that he
called on every single day to recite his notes and you were not comfortable with public speaking, you would
have a different opinion of him as a teacher. Looking back, I would call that intimidating approach as abusive.
Will never forget this one. “Nothing is as beautiful as this day.” -Goethe
Jayne Taylor
He was my very favorite teacher! One of those teachers I grew to appreciate more and more as I aged. I can still
recite the poem beginning 'Whose woods these are I think I know...' that I memorized in his class. I wrote him a
handwritten note a few years ago to thank him. I was so nervous to make sure my dots were directly above my
"i"s. I was so touched that he wrote back. I hated grammar and diagramming sentences but so grateful today for
him teaching me. RIP Mr. Wenzel.
Sanoa Hagen
He sparked my life long interest in the written word. One of the best teachers I every had.
Sandy Smith
All classmates respected him. He was a great teacher.
Lori Ingebretson Stolle
I had him for 9th grade English at NE Jr. high. He could never pronounce my last name right.. Walking around
with his ruler... I remember the to, too, and two's. Typing the notes into a notebook. He was the best!

Dwayne Higgins
What one does, one becomes.....
He was a mentor to me in school. He was a special teacher. Supported my military endeavors. A great man who
now enriches heaven.
Richard Sherva
There were about 60 ex-students who attended his 90th birthday party on May 6th, 2017 at Jax. This year Dan
Berg, Diane Narog Homa, and I made signs and wished him happy birthday from below his 2nd-story room. I felt
so lucky to have had him as a teacher and later as a dear friend. He was an amazing man right up until the end!! I
also have my Wenzel notebooks 57 years later!! My poem was The Cremation of Sam McGee by Robert Service.
I can recite about half of it now. Ruben was proud!!
Kimmy Lawrence
Geez. I don't know any of you but all of you are so grateful for your relationship with this teacher/friend. He
certainly left this world a better place by passing a bit of himself to each of you. Sorry for your loss.
Teri Spano-Madden
Thank you for your lovely tribute to this man who touched so many. I would not have known this sad day has
come. I, too, benefited from his teaching in 9th grade, Northeast Junior High.
While he certainly taught grammar exceptionally well, he taught life skills that have been invaluable. We learned
how to learn and study, how to achieve excellence, the value of hard work, the magic of fairness and honoring
the word of someone you van trust, and how to overcome fears and stand up in class having given his class your
best the night before.
We worked hard under his wing and were handsomely rewarded for having been assigned his class. Thank you,
Mr. Wenzel. Rest in peace.
William Grivna
Mr Wenzel was an amazing and inspiring teacher... and a very caring human being! Although my 9th grade class
with him was in 1958, I visited him many times after I went on to HS. Always an engaging experience. Then, 4 or
5 years ago, I was fortunate enough to re-connect with him via an exchange of snail-mail letters, which are now
treasured momentos.
RIP “Mr. Wenzel”
Sharon Velander Bastian
Thank you for sharing! He was one of the best!!
Brent Jacobson
Best teacher ever. He made you respect him and work for your grades. I had him in eighth grade and for home
room for three years. Another quote A hero holds on the extra minute.
Candy Indahl
He was my teacher in 9th grade. I was also lucky enough to have him for homeroom so there I saw his little
softer and funny side. I particularly. Remember his brown suit and you could not find anyone classier.

Valentina Lund
I had him for 9th grade English. We kept in touch through the years. He and I had lunch at Jax after he retired.
He was so funny showing me his pictures riding on a camel wearing a hard hat. RIP
Janet Avery
[Janet Avery was never his student, but she is the daughter of Mr. Hogie back in Parkston SD. She is a friend and
has shared his story. DB]
Thanks for this post Dan, and for including your kind mention of my father when he was superintendent in
Parkston. I never met Mr Wenzel, but he and I spoke on the phone once, and he mentioned being in the barn
trying to overhear what my dad and his dad were discussing. Someplace I have the letter he sent on Dad's 90th
birthday in 2005 saying how rewarding he had found his career as a teacher and recalling how he was able to
graduate high school.
Lisa Frederickson
He was my favorite teacher as well. He displayed my notebook for many years in his classroom.
Julie Mack
My Wenzel was amazing. You hated him and loved him. I'm sure we all remember how tough he was on all of us
students but we sure remember the grammar he taught us. I STILL have my "Wenzel" english book and I
graduated in 1979!
Jim Wester
Well put. I tried to call him a week ago. Last saw him a year ago, his memory was going then. Best teacher, by
far, that I ever had. His memory will live on. RIP
Annie Roisum
Wenzel was like magic. I’ve never heard of anyone that didn’t think he was an amazing teacher.
Valerie Sonnentag
I didn't have him as a teacher but kids always said he was tough. That was 1974. He was the same age as my
mom. That was a tough time for teachers. He hung in there.
Victoria Rutkiewicz Wirtz
He was tough but he helped instill my lives of books. I remember him telling us to warm up the spine so it
wouldn’t break. Simple, but it says what kind of man he was
Opal B Peters
He also made a profound impact on my life.
David Korzeniowski
The only teacher who gave me an A+ at Edison. Kept my Poetry folder for 40 years. I'm still proud of my work
and had to show my daughter my top grade.
Kari Morvig
He touched my life in so many ways! I still have my English notebook from 9th grade at NE jr high and I used it in
college. ( which I breezed through that English class because of Mr. Wenzel)

Darlene Sodd Hogetvedt
One great teacher. Touched many lives. Memory Eternal!
Catherine Kohout Myers
I found out that he taught with my Grandfather at Sheridan. I did take his class when he moved to Edison with
the last 9th grade class at Northeast. I wish I had not been chicken to take his 9th grade English class. It is a
decision I have always regretted. RIP Mr Wenzel.
Jennifer Lincoln
Wonderful teacher, beautiful human.
Theresa Valento
Do any of you still have your Wenzel notebook. I do and consider it priceless !! RIP Mr wenzel
Cindy Johnson Bach
I was a shy girl who somehow realized that I did ok in his class. Somehow he made me feel valued. RIP.
Kathy Swanson
He also taught German.
Jack Kohout
I’m not sure I ever met him. My father Frank Kohout taught with him, so I remember his name. So sorry for your
loss. Great teachers are so amazing.
Beverly Carlson Nesheim
I remember Frank Kohout from Sheridan Junior High.
Kim Ogren
Mr. Wenzel was no doubt the teacher who taught me the most. I know I was scared of him. I always recited all
of my notes over and over til midnite. That would be about the time my family was ready to throw something at
me or gag me. I knew he would call on me the next day to get up in front of the class and recite, and he did. One
of the things he used to do to me that I thought was totally unfair was make me stay after class for my nervous
laughter! I never forgave him for that but i guess now is just about as good of time as any. I forgive you Mr.
Wenzel, and I will always remember you. May the Lord be with you.
Cindy Bartz Karrick
Chris and I both had him in 9th grade at NE. We were talking about him last week. Chris took his lunch (OJ) in his
room when he wrestled. They were lunch buddies I guess!
Penny Kenney Gault
I had him 9th grade at NE Jr High
Magdalaena Maree
I was fortunate to have him as a teacher at NE Junior High and as a co-worker at Edison. He was an incredible
teacher!

Larry Paige
After learning about Mr.Wenzel’s upbringing I’m surprised at our poor relationship. R.I.P
Jill Presseller
I had him for English at Edison. What a wonderful teacher! Isn’t it amazing to see how many lives he touched?
Lyn Miller
Yes, he truly changed my life by believing in my capacities. "The world is not very much interested in the storms
you encountered at sea. The question is, Did you bring your ship to port?" John Oxenham, channeled through
Mr. Wenzel.
Denise Kuitunen
So well said. I often think of the quotes we memorized. Remember “Associate yourselves with men of good
quality ...”
Pat Marciniak
Rest in peace, Mr. Wenzel. Thanks you for the post Dan.
Margret Martodam
I fought like hell to get into his class! I came to Sheridan in 9th grade from a Catholic school. They initially put me
in an English class that didn't teach anything! A regular free-for-all, every day. I begged the Sheridan counselor
(Mr. Lauman, maybe?), to get me transferred to Mr. Wenzel's class. It wasn't easy, I had to have an interview of
sorts before he decided I was worthwhile. Anyhow - I shall never forget him. I did not have the benefit of an
entire year of his wisdom or his teaching, however, I was fortunate enough to have had some of it. First quote I
ever saw on his blackboard? "From a spark may burst a mighty flame." Dante....I was hooked. Rest in peace, Mr.
Wenzel. Thank you Dan for a great post and for summing up an exceptional man.
TW Miller
Even after all these years, I find it hard to refer to him as Ruben. Somehow, 'Mr Wenzel' feels more appropriate.
How lucky are we who were taught – and truly educated – by him. Beyond the obvious value of learning
grammar, punctuation and sentence structure, were the life lessons and sense of self discipline he instilled in us.
What an honor to have had him. He was/is the best and most influential teacher I ever had. I knew it in the
moment, and I know it now. Thank you, Mr Wenzel. "The world is not so interested in the storms you
encountered at sea. The question is, did you bring your ship to port?"
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During the early 1980’s I had a part time job cleaning offices. One of
the buildings I cleaned was Pillsbury Research and Development. Hanging
in one of the offices was this:
--Russell Jones

RULES OF GRAMMAR
1. Don=t use no double negatives.
2. It=s important to use apostrophe=s right.
3. Watch out for irregular verbs which has cropped into our language.
4. About sentence fragments.
5. Each pronoun agrees with their antecedent.
6. Dangling, you should be careful about participles.
7. Verbs has to agree with their subjects.
8. Don=t abbrev.
9. And, of course, there is that old one: Never use a preposition to end a sentence with.
As Winston Churchill once put it, AThis is something up with which I shall not put.@
10. Contractions aren=t necessary and shouldn’t be used.
11. One should never generalize.
12. Be more or less specific.
13. Who needs rhetorical questions?
14. Don=t overuse exclamations marks!!!!!!!
15. capitalize every sentence and remember to always end it with point
16. Check to see if you any words out.
17. In letters themes reports articles and stuff like that you use commas to keep a string of
objects apart.
18. Join clauses good, like a conjunction should.
19. Don=t use run on sentences you=ve got to punctuate.
20. It is wrong to ever split an infinitive.
21. Parenthetical remarks (however relevant) are (usually) unnecessary.
22. People misspell “a lot” alot of the time.
23. In my opinion, I think that an author, when he is writing, should not get into the habit
of making use of too many unnecessary words that he does not need.
24. Exaggeration is a billion times worse than understatement.
25. Last but not least, lay off clichés.

